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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

The United States Postal System does not forward periodicals. We must receive writ-
ten notification from you at least five weeks in advance of any change of mailing
address. Failure to notify us of your correct mailing address will result in suspension of
your membership mailings until we receive such notification. We can make address
changes only when current dues are paid. Domestic claims for non-receipt of issues
must be made to the Association’s office within six months of publication (overseas
claims, one year). Copies of the Review damaged in the mail will be replaced without
charge.

The African Studies Review is published three times a year (April, September, and
December) by the African Studies Association, Rutgers, The State University of New
Jersey, Douglass Campus, 132 George St., New Brunswick, NJ 08901-1400, USA.
Articles in the Review represent neither the views of the African Studies Association
nor those of its officers; responsibility for opinions expressed and for the accuracy of
facts published rests solely with the individual authors.

©2000 African Studies Association
All rights reserved.
ISSN 0002-0206

No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any
means, including photocopy, recording, or any information storage and retrieval sys-
tem, without permission in writing from the publisher. Individual authors have the
right to republish their articles in whole or in part without requesting permission from
the Association; others desiring permission should apply to the Association.
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From the Editors

With this issue of the African Studies Review, Deborah Rotman, our office
manager for the past year, steps down to concentrate full time on writing
her dissertation in historical archaeology. Debbie brought abundant com-
puter and organizational skills to her work and a strong commitment to
speeding up the turn-around time for making decisions about the manu-
scripts we receive. In Debbie’s year with us, the average time it takes from
the first receipt of a manuscript until we make a decision to accept or reject
(bearing in mind the external reviews) has dropped from more than eight
months to about four months. Thank you, Debbie, for your terrific contri-
butions both to us as editors and especially to the authors of the manu-
scripts we receive. While we still mail out manuscripts to external peer
reviewers, we are increasingly relying on e-mail to receive reviews and to
transmit accepted-for-publication manuscripts. We can easily imagine in
the near future when most of the manuscript submissions will arrive in dig-
ital form, and that offers the possibility of an even shorter turn around
time. We are sensitive to the fact that many ASR authors and reviewers,
especially those in Africa, cannot take advantage of this technology, thus we
will not inhibit or occlude their engagement in the manuscript submission
or reviewing process.

Replacing Debbie this month as the ASR office manager is Leyla
Keough, a new graduate student in anthropology at UMass. Welcome,
Leyla.

Also with this issue of the ASR, the journal is being mailed to sub-
scribers during the month that is printed on the cover. We have finally
caught up, and we expect to sustain this currency.

Ralph Faulkingham

Mitzi Goheen
September 2000
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