
format, duration, and specific location, are not provided. This information could assist scholars
and students wishing to adopt, adapt, or build on McDowell’s important qualitative research.
To add further nuance to the stories featured, McDowell could have included a few significant
concepts or greater theorization. For example, McDowell begins by acknowledging the differ-
ence that race makes, noting that from the late 1940s onward, “the idea of migrants as people
of colour became firmly set in the British imagination” (3). But because instances of discrim-
ination based on race, ethnicity, and religion are found throughout the book, it would have
been useful to include a discussion of racialization, underscoring how and why different
groups become “othered” over time, and not necessarily solely due to skin color. Racialization,
then, could be considered vis-à-vis anti-Semitism or the historic “othering” of Irish Catholics,
or at present, in relation to Polish migrants or Islamophobia.

Another significant concept, and one typically connected to racialization, is that of securiti-
zation. Differential treatment after 9/11 is noted by Hana, for instance (50), but this event and
the subsequent terrorist attacks in London and elsewhere have intensified the “homeland” pol-
itics discussed here and at the book’s end (225), affecting migrants’ work life and life beyond
work. Therefore, the contested links between migration and security could be made more ex-
plicit. The notion of “home” could also be explored to a greater extent. McDowell assumes
that “home” amounts to migrants’ countries of origin: “These stories reveal the complexities
and difficulties involved in leaving home” (53). However, migrants’ understandings of home
can be denser, multisited, and gendered. A more comprehensive treatment of the concept
would add depth to discussions around belonging, multiculturalism, and cohesion. Finally,
while McDowell does focus on “social reproductive,” unpaid labor and slow transformations
in this realm, the time-consuming transnational care work typically done by migrant women is
left unexplored.

All in all, however, I was eager to read this book, and I was not disappointed. It is eye-
opening, highly recommended reading for scholars, practitioners, and the public alike.

Alexandra Dobrowolsky, Saint Mary’s University

KENNETH O. MORGAN. Revolution to Devolution: Reflections on Welsh Democracy. Cardiff:
University of Wales Press, 2014. Pp. 324. $108.62 (cloth).
doi: 10.1017/jbr.2016.76

Most scholars and students of modern British—and particularly of Welsh—history will have
read something by Kenneth O. Morgan. For many, his works, most notably Rebirth of a
Nation: Wales 1880–1980 and Britain since 1945: The People’s Peace, are essential and regular
points of reference. For those readers, opening this collection of essays will feel like sinking
into a familiar armchair: they are, in both style and content, instantly recognizable as the
work of this particular historian and current member of the House of Lords. The publication
of Revolution to Devolution in 2014 marked Morgan’s 80th birthday. It groups together essays
and lectures written or given byMorgan from the past twenty years and also serves, in effect, as
the sequel to Modern Wales: Politics, Places, and People—an earlier assemblage of his work that
was published in 1995.

The first chapter offers a broad historiographical sweep that charts “the development of
history writing about Wales” (3), arguing that historians have variously tackled the themes
of conflict and consensus. In the second, Morgan gives us his perspective on the development
of Welsh democracy, from the impact of the American and French Revolutions through to the
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rise of Plaid Cymru and the coming of devolution. This is followed by four chapters that home
in on the relevance and the impact of four individuals in Wales: the “surprising hero” Abraham
Lincoln, who was, Morgan argues in an entertaining read, “the very embodiment of [Welsh
nonconformist] values” (51); Henry Richard, who was a “Welshman,” a “democrat,” an “ed-
ucationalist,” and an “internationalist”; David Lloyd George, the “colossus,” of whomMorgan
paints a favorable picture as the “foremost architect of the welfare state” and a leader who often
handled events with “courtesy, charm and humour” (106); and John Herbert Lewis, a junior
minister under, and confidant of, Lloyd George, who argued that Welsh Liberalism needed to
be pushed “in a more openly nationalist direction” (124). Chapter 7 focuses on the First World
War, explaining how “the basis of later Victorian society” and “its values” (146) were “cast
asunder” by its horrors (152). In contrast, chapter 8 has a much narrower basis. It discusses
the appointment of Alfred Zimmern to the international politics professorship at Aberystwyth
University, which encouraged “internationally-minded Welsh progressives” (190). The next
chapter returns to the theme of war, arguing that the interpretation of both world wars
needs to be revisited (217). Chapter 10 is entirely focused on the Labor Party in Wales
during the Second World War and up until 1951, while chapter 11 offers another broad
sweep, charting the history and the development of devolution in Wales. Finally, chapter 12
turns to the issue of “Europe,” focusing on four men: David Williams, Tom Ellis, Saunders
Lewis, and Rhodri Morgan, and arguing that “their Europeanism was central to their outlooks
and, by extension, to the international outlook of Wales itself ” (274).

This is rich and fascinating political history, with a focus in particular on high politics;
however, some aspects of the collection feel somewhat redundant. Avid readers of Morgan’s
work will recognize some of the material because they will have read (often unchanged) ver-
sions of these essays elsewhere. On the whole, moreover, the essays are probably best read in
isolation from one another because they were conceived as individual lectures or chapters for
different sorts of audiences. Reading them in sequence is to more frequently encounter repe-
tition of themes and material than one would in a monograph. By the time we reach the
chapter on David Lloyd George—undoubtedly Morgan’s favorite subject—much has
already been said about him. It is also interesting to note that the tone of each essay differs
slightly. For example, the lecture originally delivered on Lloyd George at Speaker’s House is
the most lighthearted and anecdotal. One obviously expects the political as well as the historical
voice to shine through from a Labor Peer. But Morgan’s sympathies are not conventional.
These essays leave the reader in no doubt that he is a true admirer of late nineteenth-
century Liberalism, and he finds various ways of linking this fondness with his contemporary
stance on various issues. Thus, he argues that the European Union is something that the great
Liberal Tom Ellis would have championed (33); that the “apostle of peace” Henry Richard
would “surely have approved” (94) of those who protested against the invasion of Iraq,
which Morgan did; that old Liberalism was “progressive” and “reformist” and a movement
that Tony Blair looked back on with nostalgia (132). It is Liberal ideology and thought that
dominates this collection.

These are for the most part observations rather than criticisms of the work. Morgan does
seem to lament, however, that the “cozy” world of Welsh history fosters a “sense of fraternity”
that often stifles and restricts “open disagreement” (4). He suggests that “argument” and
“dissent” should happen more. So, with this in mind, Morgan calls Plaid Cymru a “major par-
ticipant in Welsh democracy” (44) since the 1970s but makes virtually no comment about the
role the Conservatives played before devolution, despite the fact that the party almost always
received more votes and more seats at Westminster than the nationalists before 1997—totaling
14 in 1983 in comparison to Plaid Cymru’s three. There were thousands of active Conserva-
tives in Wales in the postwar period, and the party also played a significant role in kick-starting
devolution with its (largely symbolic) introduction of a Minister for Welsh Affairs in 1951. Yet
Morgan only choses to refer to the Conservative Party as an element of the “squierarchy,” and
one that was complicit in the drowning of Welsh villages to create reservoirs (45).
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On the whole, nonetheless, this is a lively collection of essays that are at various points
touching (the account of John Herbert Lewis being particularly so), witty, engaging, illumi-
nating, thoroughly researched, and highly readable. They cement Morgan’s reputation as
the great historian of the Welsh in British politics.

Sam Blaxland, Swansea University

ROBERT M. RYAN. Charles Darwin and the Church of Wordsworth. Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 2016. Pp. 209. $99.00 (cloth).
doi: 10.1017/jbr.2016.82

Robert M. Ryan’s Charles Darwin and the Church of Wordsworth is a valuable contribution to
the field of Wordsworth reception studies. Building upon Stephen Gill’s Wordsworth and the
Victorians (1998), particularly its first chapter, “England’s Samuel: Wordsworth as Spiritual
Power,” Ryan generously demonstrates Wordsworth’s importance in the last eight decades
of the nineteenth century as a spiritual guide, sage, priest, and prophet, praised alike by agnos-
tics and Christian believers. Ryan’s further goal is “to account for a phenomenon that Gill had
trouble explaining—Wordsworth’s increasing popularity in the decades after his death” in
1850 (10). Ryan argues that Wordsworth’s poetic vision of nature as morally uplifting and
spiritually infused “offered a readily available and intellectually respectable counterweight to
Darwin’s vision of a material universe evolving by fixed laws in which divinity played no dis-
cernible role” (11). Wordsworth allowed Victorian and early twentieth-century readers to see
nature as a “church,” a metaphor Ryan borrows from Thomas Huxley’s claim, in his essay
“Wordsworth in the Tropics” (1929), that “For good Wordsworthians … a walk in the
country is the equivalent of going to church, a tour through Westmoreland is as good as a pil-
grimage to Jerusalem” (1). But nature, for Huxley, is actually “often hostile and sinister; some-
times even unimaginably, because inhumanly, evil” (1). A visit to a tropic jungle, Huxley
concluded, would shatter Wordsworthian illusions about nature, and, implicitly, vindicate
The Origin of Species (1859), with its views of the struggle for existence and natural selection.

Yet Darwin is the red herring of Ryan’s book, which might have been titled, more simply,
“The Church of Wordsworth.” Darwin’s writings and influence receive relatively little atten-
tion, and apart fromHuxley, Ryanmentions only only two Victorian commentators onWords-
worth (from 1878 and 1898, respectively) who pair the poet’s vision of nature with Darwin’s
(4, 74–75). Wordsworth’s initial surge in popularity dates to the 1820s and ’30s, and many of
the lost voices that Ryan uncovers antedate Darwin’s writings by decades. Indeed, when in his
fourth chapter, “Love of Nature leading to Love of Man,” Ryan considers Wordsworth’s social
gospel—the dignity of the common person, and poverty’s entitlement to relief—his counter-
point is rightly between Wordsworth and Thomas Malthus (whose Essay on Population ap-
peared in 1798), not Wordsworth and Darwin. Thus we must take with a grain of salt
Ryan’s thesis that Wordsworth’s increasing popularity is as due to Darwin and his followers.
Certainly, Wordsworth’s rise as a spiritual power figures into larger stories about the rise of
the earth sciences, the differentiation of religious and secular spheres, and—to mention a
once-standard narrative about the nineteenth century—the progressive secularization of
western European culture. At best, “Darwin” serves as shorthand for these things.

Ryan’s account of Wordsworth’s cultural importance is on firm ground when, in chapters 1
and 2, he contrasts the watchmaker God of William Paley’s Natural Theology (1802) with
Wordsworth’s immanent God or, to quote the title of chapter 2, “A Vast All-Pervading
Life.” Ryan shows the extensive use authors made use of Wordsworth’s central lines from
“Tintern Abbey” about “A sense sublime / Of something far more deeply interfused” (39).
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