
ures as ideologically paradoxical in a Mexican social network in Chicago, with parents encouraging
its use at home while at times promoting English-only at school. “Language socialization with direc-
tives in two Mexican immigrant families in South Central Los Angeles,” by Fazila Bhimji, analyzes
variation in the uses of child-directed directives, showing that low-income immigrant families do
not socialize children in monolithic ways. Lucila D. Ek’s “Staying on God’s path” investigates the
ways in which linguistic practices associated with the church serve the dual function of socializing
Latino youth into a religious identity and into Spanish language use.

Chap. 6, “Como hablar en silencio” by Magaly Lavandenz, brings to light the socio-psychological
realities of Central American immigrants who, in order to succeed in Los Angeles, sublimate their
national identities and replace their local dialects with Mexican Spanish. Ana Roca’s autobiograph-
ical essay, “Raising a bilingual child in Miami,” is a meditation on the problems and pleasures of
raising bilingual children. In “Dominican children with special needs in New York City,” M. Victoria
Rodriguez discovers that, despite disability and economic disadvantage, the children in her study
were able to develop literacy and language skills at home through a variety of experiences. “Seeing
what’s there,” by Carmen I. Mercado, underscores the ways in which literacy factors as a way of
“making sense of and responding to lived experience” (145). Ana Maria Relano Pastor’s “The lan-
guage socialization experiences of Latina mothers in southern California” addresses the language
values of Latina mothers and the ways those values then factor into language socialization practices
and experiences.

Drawing on poststructural theorists such as Butler and Althusser, Norma Gonzalez’s “Children in
the eye of the storm” theorizes schools as sites in which dominant metanarratives can be contested
and in which “critical agency” among students can emerge in opposition to disempowering language
ideologies, such as English-only.

The chapters in this volume work together in making possible a view of language socialization
that can account for the diversity of Latino communities and Latino linguistic practices. This book is
a valuable tool for readers looking for pedagogical information as well as theoretical and empirical
advancements in research on language socialization in U.S. Latino communities.

(Received 30 December 2006)
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Of the 13 studies included in this pioneering volume, two acquaint the reader with the research
setting regarding the use of English in Ireland and with the particular focus of this project. In the
first, “Irish English: A focus on language in action”, the editors specify that the volume is designed
to fill a gap – since existing empirical studies on the pragmatics of Irish English are few and of recent
date (starting in the late 1990s), unlike the investigation of this diatopic variety on various linguistic
levels, the history of which reaches back into the 18th century and is synthetically presented in the
second introductory study, Raymond Hickey’s “Irish English in the context of previous research”.
The other 11 studies are divided into three sections, devoted to pragmatic aspects of Irish English in
the private sphere, in the official sphere, and in the public sphere, respectively.

Each of these articles focuses on a different aspect of “language in action”: silence and mitiga-
tion in Irish discourse (Kallen), discourse markers (Amador Moreno), responding to thanks in Ire-
land, England and the USA (Schneider), politeness strategies in family discourse (Clancy), relational
strategies in an academic environment (Farr), indirectness in business negotiation (Cacciaguidi-
Fahy & Fahy), politeness for sale in Southern Irish service encounters (Binchy), question forms in
an Irish radio phone-in (O’Keefe), and a relevance approach to Irish-English advertising (Kelly-
Holmes). In each case, though in different proportions, the corpus-based empirical approach is pre-
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ceded by an overview of the existing literature. This directs the reader to fundamental studies in
pragmatics and in the related disciplines linguistic pragmatics draws on, such as linguistics, psychol-
ogy, anthropology, philosophy, and sociology, as well to interdisciplinary approaches identified by
a diversity of labels such as sociolinguistics, variationist linguistics, discourse analysis, systemic-
functional linguistics, speech act theory, language contact studies, studies in cross-cultural and inter-
cultural (mis)communication, studies of second language acquisition, and postcolonial studies. By
acknowledging the sources providing the theoretical framework for their own investigations, by
defining and manipulating a variety of concepts from different sources, and by critically evaluat-
ing previous works on the particular topics of this volume, each of the authors offers researchers
and students in pragmatics an invaluable frame of reference and generous suggestions for future
approaches.

As for the empirical part of each article, these are based on corpora of varying sizes and origins:
questionnaires and interviews designed by the authors, other interviews and surveys, radio broad-
casts, audio recordings using concealed microphones, and segments from the L-CIE (Limerick Cor-
pus of Irish English). Various methods of qualitative and quantitative assessment are used in relation
to a wide range of topics, and yet the volume appears as relatively homogeneous through this com-
mon effort of examining the use of Irish English as a reflection of sociocultural norms, detected in
intra- and intercultural interaction. Certain studies reach the point of putting forward testable hypoth-
eses (such as indirectness) at the macro-social level; others state the necessity of including broader
segments in the population samples before reaching more general conclusions; together, they cover a
wide range of pragmatic phenomena in a multitude of perspectives and contribute to outlining pos-
sible directions of “variational pragmatics” (Schreider & Barron) in the study of English as a pluri-
centric language.

(Received 1 January 2007)
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