
toward avoiding contentions –marginalising zealots and tolerating variation of
opinion with regard to matters of adiaphora.

As king of Scotland and England, James VI & I was in a position not only to theorise
and advise but also to take steps to implement lay ecclesiastical supremacy in the
interest of peace and order. Like Sarpi, James can more easily be oriented by a
pro- versus anti-papal axis than a Protestant versus Catholic one. Convinced that
conflicts across the continent could be resolved if politics could be clearly distin-
guished from religion and clerics would stop meddling in political affairs, James
sought to cooperate with sovereigns of all religious stripes to stem papal pretentions
to worldly power. Another key dichotomy for James was between reasonable, peace-
ful religious moderates and irrational, seditious religious zealots – whether ardent
papists or fervent Puritans. Echoing many themes familiar from the other authors
considered, James added to them an even more elevated vision of the royal office,
seeing the king as more than a mere layperson and pointing to Old Testament pre-
cedents of kings enforcing orthodoxy as well as ordering religious externals.

Responses to religious division is a solid piece of scholarship, reflecting extensive
engagement with both primary texts and secondary literature. Readers looking
for a reliable introduction to some Christian humanist responses to religious vio-
lence at the turn of the seventeenth century will find it here. This study also
confirms the inadequacy of simplistically viewing the religious antagonisms and
alliances of early modern Europe through a Protestant-Catholic lens. The four
authors considered were more likely to orient themselves along axes of rationalist
versus enthusiast, moderate versus zealot, and anti-papal versus pro-papal than
Protestant versus Catholic. Responses to religious division will not significantly
change the way in which scholars think about early modern humanist responses
to religiously-motivated strife, but it does provide useful overviews of four
authors who exemplify such responses.

DANIEL EPPLEYTHIEL COLLEGE,
PENNSYLVANIA

The Roman Inquisition. Centre versus peripheries. Edited by Katherine Aron-Beller and
Christopher Black. (Catholic Christendom, –.) Pp. xiv + .
Leiden–Boston: Brill, . €.     ;  
JEH () ; doi:./S

Katherine Aron-Beller and Christopher Black bring together fourteen essays
written by some of the most important scholars of the Inquisition from Italy, the
United States, England, Greece and Germany. This collection begins with an his-
toriographical overview by the editors who, in erudite and lively fashion, track
the historical and methodological shifts in writing the history of the Inquisition
over recent decades, with an eye in particular to the last twenty years. In 
the archives of the Roman Inquisition were opened, and since then knowledge
of the Holy Office has radically changed even if a huge part of the archive has
been lost; at the same time several outstanding pieces of research on the Roman
Inquisition had been published without the aid of the (then inaccessible)
Roman archive, using the documentation held in local archives (Rotondò,
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Romeo, Firpo, Grendler, Jacobson-Schutte, Tedeschi, Ginzburg, Del Col …). The
essays in this volume bring together Roman and local sources to demonstrate the
need to integrate both sources in order to construct a more complete picture, pro-
viding a comprehensive examination of the activities of the Holy Office in the
Italian territories, in Rome and its peripheries. Moreover, they portray different
regional inquisitorial offices and some of them try to bridge the gap between
theory and action, focusing on some inquisitorial handbooks and correspondence
with the Holy Office.

The book, which is divided into five thematic sections, seeks for a new perspec-
tive on the Roman Inquisition, shedding ‘light upon the success of controlling ten-
tacles of the Italian institution’ (p.). The very different reality of local inquisitorial
tribunals depended on the relationship between political power, bishops and
nuncios. Changing balances of power challenge any point of view and these
essays help to delineate a more nuanced profile. This allows for authoritative exam-
inations of areas as diverse as Ancona and Marche (Lavenia), Livorno (Villani),
Modena (Black), Friuli (Ancona and Visentin), Novara (Deutscher), and it
makes the book truly ground-breaking in the richness of its case studies. Two
essays deals with the Jews and their difficult condition, with innovative interpret-
ation, such as the importance of the personality of the prosecuting inquisitor (Al
Kalak and Aron-Beller). Strict control provoked conversions, a new theme for
investigation (Pitassi and Solfaroli Camillocci, Dursteler, and the AHRC project
on Conversion Narratives in Early Modern Europe by Ditchfield, Mazur, Shinn
and Smith at the University of York, among others): Plakotos examines several con-
versions in Venice during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, disentangling
them from questions of identity and shedding light on the centralisation of
Rome in that process.

The analysis of provincial tribunals and their relationship with Rome shows the
ambiguities and contradictions of many institutional entities; moreover, thanks to
several sources, Barbierato, Caravale and Villani point out some important out-
comes in daily life, suggesting how ignorance, dissimulation and challenging atti-
tudes intertwined.

Irene Fosi highlights the complex activities of different tribunals and judges in
Rome and in the papal territories from  to  in order to evaluate the inqui-
sition’s authority and precedence over all the other tribunals (p. ). Jurisdictional
conflicts affected inquisitorial justice too, but collaboration and cooperation
among different tribunals were not rare: Lynn underlines the intertwined develop-
ment of the Spanish and Roman Inquisitions through the mobility of books and
people, ideas and procedures, with an eye to the unresolved ambiguities of jurisdic-
tion. A provocative reading on gendered investigation is provided by Starr-Lebeau.

This book also offers multiple starting points for further research, even if the
perspective chosen (the relationship between the centre and peripheries) is not
followed by all its contributors.

MICHAELA VALENTEUNIVERSITÀ DI ROMA
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