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a more sparse use of German terms, where translations would have been fine. Also, 
Seegel goes into great detail about the interconnected biographies of his protagonists, 
including their offspring, while keeping the background information on the complex 
history of east central Europe relatively short. The less informed reader might have 
appreciated more historical context to follow the argument. But everybody interested 
in the region will benefit from reading this well composed, original, and inspiring 
book about the power and potentially destructive force of map mapping.

Gregor Thum
University of Pittsburgh
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Images of 1950s Czechoslovakia often feature show trials, political prisoners, and 
farm collectivization. Yet, this era also introduced state-sponsored research on sex-
ual satisfaction and the female orgasm. As Kateřina Lišková demonstrates in her 
meticulously researched monograph, a scientific understanding of human sexuality 
was an important state goal in 1950s Czechoslovakia.

Lišková examines the experts’ creation of a Czechoslovak communist discourse 
about sexuality and traces its shifts during the Party’s four-decade rule. Reminding 
readers that the history of sexuality does not always “adhere to a linear narrative of 
emancipation,” (1) Lišková argues that state ideologies about sexuality became less 
progressive over time. While Lišková attempts to analyze how individuals received 
state-sponsored advice on sexuality, her primary interest is expert literature. Sources 
include government ministry archives and writings by sexologists, gynecologists, 
psychiatrists, and other professionals.

Following a theoretical and historical background, Lišková’s book proceeds 
chronologically through state socialism. She presents an overview of expert thinking 
on marriage, sexual relations, abortion, and homosexuality as well as the creation 
of scientific and sociological institutes to study sexuality. Chapter 2 discusses the era 
Lišková calls the long 1950s; Chapter 4 focuses on the Normalization period of the 
1970s and 80s. Interspersed with the chronological chapters are two thematic chap-
ters, on the female orgasm (Chapter 3) and on male deviance (Chapter 5).

Why did early communist Czechoslovakia focus its attention on female sexual-
ity? Lišková argues that early communist leaders saw gender equality as a corner-
stone of the new society. Citing early socialists, Czechoslovak communists showed 
that gender inequality emerged from bourgeois concepts of property. Marriage, still 
considered a building block of the state, would now center on male and female equal-
ity. With the postwar need for both workers and children, the state understood that 
women needed particular support. Not only did more household services like com-
munal kitchens and public laundries become available but men were also reminded 
to share household and parenting duties.

The emphasis on women’s sexual satisfaction emerged from these discus-
sions of marital equality. The female orgasm functioned symbolically in 1950s 
Czechoslovakia as a sign of equality and population health. Studies on fertility sug-
gested that women who achieved orgasm were more likely to conceive. Czechoslovak 
scientists studied the mechanics of female orgasm and demonstrated that associ-
ated muscular spasms aided sperm motility and conception. Other scientists saw 
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anorgasmia as a neurological, psychological, or sociological phenomenon that could 
be corrected. Whether treating infertility or sexual dissatisfaction, Czechoslovak 
doctors and sexologists centered their work on the heterosexual, married couple. 
The ultimate goal was a stable family structure that supported society’s next genera-
tion of children.

Lišková’s study shows, however, that the state’s goal to increase population 
failed. During the 1960s and 70s, Czechoslovak experts retreated into a more tradi-
tional discourse that emphasized a patriarchal gender hierarchy. Leaders began to 
fear that 1950s liberal divorce laws, legalization of abortion, and dramatic rise of 
women in the workforce had slowed population growth to a standstill. As Lišková 
explains, “motherhood became more valuable than women as producers and wage 
earners.” (36) Scientists began to focus research on the necessity of mother-child 
bonding, and a 1963 television documentary, Children without Love, profiled chil-
dren whose emotional problems stemmed from institutional rather than parental 
care. Maternity leaves lengthened, and images of dutiful mothers abounded. In 
the 1970s, the state put tremendous resources into marital counseling and parental 
education.

The final chapter investigates Czechoslovak experts’ views on male sexual 
deviance. Lišková shows that sexologists began to view homosexuality as a sexual 
variation rather than a deviance and argued for decriminalization. However, male 
violence towards women, homosexual prostitution, and other forms of deviance 
garnered increasing attention. While Lišková ties this phenomenon to the declin-
ing population rate, this chapter does not cohere as well to the rest of the book’s 
focus on marriage, family, and women’s changing roles. Despite this, Lišková 
raises intriguing topics about male sexuality that future scholars can pursue and 
expand.

The book’s focus on scientific and expert literature will appeal to graduate stu-
dents and academics, rather than an undergraduate or general audience. Gender 
scholars will appreciate Lišková’s attention to the intersection of state socialism and 
population politics. East Europeanists will welcome her nuanced depiction of com-
munist Czechoslovakia.

Cynthia Paces
The College of New Jersey
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Stefano Bianchini, professor at the University of Bologna and a long-standing special-
ist on Yugoslavia and east central Europe, has written a masterful synthesis of the 
European experience of state partitions and nation-building from the early twentieth 
century to the present day. His particular emphasis is on the problematic relationship 
between the aforementioned historical processes and democracy, which he places in 
the broader context of (mostly) European geopolitics.

The book is divided into two broad parts: 1) a historical part that details the 
impact of twentieth-century geopolitical tectonic shifts (World War One, Wilsonian 
and Leninist self-determination, the rise of irredentism and Hitler’s new order, 
post-World War Two “ethnic cleansing,” and the ways in which it affected national 
questions, the Cold War and the consequences of German unification, and the 
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