
need of input from others, then CT, by its very nature, is “inherently subver-

sive” (), even “an inherently queer discourse” ().

In his efforts to provide CT with more secure hermeneutical foundations,

Hedges draws primarily on Gadamer’s understanding of our given “horizons”

as both limiting and expanding. His proposed “hermeneutical tools” sift down

to recognizing that in any interpretative exchange, no perspective holds a

privileged center but that there is always “a multitude of centres” (). That

sure sounds like a pluralistic theology of religions.

Finally and briefly: my frustrations. I cannot comprehend how this book

ever passed Brill’s copy editors. Incomplete and run-on sentences abound,

as do dangling participles and missing words. Hedges seems to have an aver-

sion to commas after introductory phrases or clauses and confuses the proper

use of commas and semicolons throughout. Given the book’s disregard for

English grammar, I could not recommend it for classroom use, especially

for undergrads. It’s unfortunate that Hedges’ fine analysis of CT is clouded

by such shabby syntax and style.

PAUL F. KNITTER

Union Theological Seminary
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To the expanding list of essential books by African women theologians we

can add this collection of Teresia Mbari Hinga’s writings of more than twenty

years. Hinga is a member of the Circle of Concerned African Women

Theologians and so writes from the perspective of a Circle member with

her sisters throughout Africa as they do theology.

The book is divided into four sections, which discuss African women’s theo-

logical footprint, Afro-Christianity and Afro-theologies, ethics, and theological

education, including Hinga’s journey as a theologian. The strength of this

book is that it allows the reader to chart the development in Hinga’s theological

thinking over these years. Its only weakness is that the two chapters on the Circle

are somewhat repetitious, and only one of them should have been chosen.

The introduction presents the story of Kimpa Vita, a prophet in eigh-

teenth-century Congo, who won a large following because of her visions of

Saint Anthony. Her fame aroused the envy of the Capuchins, who had origi-

nally supported her, and she was arrested and burnt to death. Hinga stresses

that Vita’s story is important because so much of women’s history is

unknown. In addition, Vita’s struggle with the colonial powers of the Congo
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is an example of a woman confronting colonialism even as she embraced

Christianity, brought to her by the colonizers. Her story also challenges the

stereotype of African women as powerless in the face of injustice.

These three themes are the background to Hinga’s theological reflections.

She is a member of the pioneer Circle generation; as an African woman she

struggles with the dual identity of African and Christian, and she uses her

voice in her writings to speak truth to power, that is, patriarchal power in

African culture and the church.

The section on Afro-theologies contains her now classic essay, “Jesus Christ

and the Liberation of Women in Africa,” which includes a strong indictment of

the colonial missionary enterprise and its detrimental effects on African life.

Her critique is even stronger in a companion essay, “Christology and Various

African Contexts,” in which she asserts that the missionaries attempted to

“eradicate African spirituality and African culture” in order for a “clean slate”

to emerge for Christian spirituality (). This has led to a “gross sense of alien-

ation and rootlessness” () among African people.

The section “Gender and Applied Afro-Theo Ethics” is the strongest area

of theological engagement. Hinga discusses food security, the food-energy-

water nexus, AIDS and women in Africa, violence against women and the

stance of the church, and the Gikuyu theology of land. Each of these chapters

presents much useful practical information about each problem, which is

analyzed from the perspective of African women’s experience.

The title is an invitation to enter into the experience of an African Christian

feminist doing theology and to learn about her concerns, passions, and hopes.

The book is clearly written and would be a valuable resource at both the

undergraduate and the graduate levels. It would also be of interest to all

who are interested in knowing what an African woman thinks about signifi-

cant themes in theology and ethics. It also contains a very complete index

of themes and persons.

SUSAN RAKOCZY

St. Joseph’s Theological Institute, South Africa

Muted Voices of the New Testament: Readings in the Catholic Epistles and

Hebrews. Edited by Katherine M. Hockey, Madison N. Pierce, and Francis

Watson. Library of New Testament Studies . London: Bloomsbury T&T

Clark, . vii +  pages. $..
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This volume addresses eight texts that have been overshadowed by the

Gospels and Pauline Epistles in the history of the New Testament’s formation
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