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One strength of the book is its explicitly ecumenical scope—a helpful and
even necessary component for courses focusing on Catholic liturgy and sacra-
ments. Senn writes most frequently about the Roman and Lutheran tra-
ditions, but one learns as well about Anglicans and Anabaptists and many
others in between. Not only differences but interesting similarities emerge.
Those accustomed, for example, to think the era of rigid liturgical uniformity
a particularly Catholic, post-Tridentine phenomenon will discover that
“the post-Reformation period saw a legalistic standardization of liturgy in
the various confessional traditions” (20), beginning (before Pius V) with the
Anglican “Acts of Uniformity” enforcing use of the Book of Common Prayer.

Senn’s approach is mainly historical and descriptive, but he attends to
pastoral practice as well and offers occasional suggestions, such as how
best to incorporate children in the community’s liturgical worship (206-9).
Each chapter provides titles “for further reading.” The book concludes with
a chronology of liturgy-related events and documents, a useful glossary of
liturgical terms, endnotes mostly and helpfully bibliographic, and an index.
The book merits a place in university, seminary, and parish libraries and
could be used with profit as a supplementary textbook in liturgy courses.

WILLIAM H. JOHNSTON
University of Dayton

Eschatology, Liturgy, and Christology: Toward Recovering an Eschatological
Imagination. By Thomas P. Rausch, SJ. Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press,
2012. xvii + 169 pages. $19.95 (paper).

doi: 10.1017/hor.2013.15

In his latest book, Thomas Rausch offers an insightful reflection on the
eschatological hope of Christian faith, notable for the way it is founded on
the resurrection of Christ, is centered on the coming of the reign of God,
and engages the worship and mission of the church in the world. He
begins by asking how the object of Christian hope shifted from the eschaton
(as the new creation) to the eschata (the four last things: death, judgment,
heaven, and hell), and how, in piety, salvation came to be understood indivi-
dualistically as going fo heaven or saving one’s soul rather than as the second
coming of Christ, “bringing the kingdom in its fullness and creation to its
completion” (142). Returning to the Scriptures and liturgy of the early
church, and in dialogue with a host of recent theological scholars, including
Dermot Lane, Elizabeth Johnson, Joseph Ratzinger, Terence Nichols, Peter
Phan, Terrence Tilley, Brian Robinette, and Bruce Morrill, Rausch gives a
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compelling account of the cosmic vision of Christian hope and its implications
for Christian discipleship. This fine book is particularly timely as we celebrate
the fiftieth anniversary of Vatican II, inasmuch as it takes up a central theme of
one of the council’s most important documents, Gaudium et Spes.

In seven clearly written and summarized chapters, Rausch sketches out
the challenges of the contemporary context, highlights the essential unity of
creation and eschatology in the Old Testament, the centrality of the reign
of God for the person and mission of Jesus, the eschatological significance
of his resurrection for the new creation, the relationship between the
eschaton and the eschata, the eschatological dimension of the liturgy and
its relationship to social justice, and the centrality of Christ and Christian
praxis for Christian hope.

Particularly welcome is Rausch’s recognition of the essential link
between the theology of creation and eschatology and his insistence that
hope is not fully Christian until it is hope for all of human history and for the
whole creation. Such hope is founded on God’s action in Christ and the Spirit
and is summoned to manifest itself in dedication to the ongoing work of
justice and peace that God’s coming entails. Rausch rightly calls for a renewal
of the eschatological imagination through liturgical practice that manifests the
inherent relationship between the eucharistic liturgy and our service of the
kingdom in the world. It is God who brings about God’s reign, but God
“works through human beings who in imitation of Christ reach out to others
in compassionate service or reconciling practices” (153).

This is a splendid text for college courses and adult book discussion
groups. Readers will become familiar with a variety of important thinkers
and benefit from the clear, insightful, and well-balanced writing of the author.

JOHN R. SACHS, §J
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The approach and subsequent arrival of the fiftieth anniversary of Vatican
II has sparked abundant reflection on the meaning and proper interpretation
of the council’s texts. Kijas's and Dobrzynski’s work offers a distinctive contri-
bution to this endeavor by examining the ways in which three key ideas link
the council and the pontificate of John Paul II. To that end, the eight essays in
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