
students of Sufism. These pages (141–47, 163–67, 192–95) constitute one of
the volume’s major strengths. Another lies in the author’s concerted effort to
show Sufis as agents of both Islamization of frontier areas and “vernaculariza-
tion of Islam” across centuries and continents.

Naturally, when the author ventures into the geographical areas outside of
his immediate academic purview (e.g., Central Asia, the Volga Region, and the
Northern Caucasus) he occasionally treads on a shakier ground. For example,
his discussion of Imam Shamwil’s (Shamil’s, d. 1871) jihad against the Russian
Empire is too terse to do justice to the subject, and repeats the unproven idea
that Sufism was the primary vehicle of Muslim anti-colonial resistance to the
Russian conquest of the Caucasus (204). More seriously, the author makes fre-
quent use of a highly problematic, patently retrospective notion of the “crisis of
conscience” (128, 154–61) in Muslim societies following 1591 (the end of the
first Muslim millennium; see 188). The “crisis” is deployed to explain such
different phenomena as later Sufism’s rigid hierarchism and bureaucratization,
its cozy relations with the ruling establishment, its resultant loss of popularity
among some social groups, and the rise of Wahhabism and other anti-Sufi dis-
courses in latter-day Islam. It would be more productive to view recent Sufism
as, in part, a victim of its own success—challenging the socio-political status
quo almost inevitably entailed an attack on its most visible (and controversial)
symbol, which Sufi Islam had become.

In the final analysis, Nile Green’s Sufism fulfills its goals. His erudite dis-
cussion of the recent vicissitudes of Sufi Islam in both the Muslim world and in
the West (220–26) is particularly welcome and timely.

———Alexander Knysh, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor

Peter C. Baldwin, In the Watches of the Night: Life in the Nocturnal City, 1820–
1930. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2012.

doi:10.1017/S001041751400019X

Peter C. Baldwin provides us with a richly detailed history of the night in the
cities of the industrial core of the United States, moving from the “downright
perilous” streets of colonial cities to the effects of the electrification of urban
public and domestic lighting by 1920. The core of the book (chs. 2–10)
focuses on the developments of the nineteenth century, from the shadows of
the gas lamps to the glare of electric lighting. Baldwin skillfully balances a
story of social upheaval and technological innovation with a clear sense of
the continuities of the urban night, showing how its public spaces remained
dominated by men.

Labor, leisure, and gender organize this study. Baldwin explains how
when mid-nineteenth-century cotton mill girls and young male clerks ended
their long workday sometime after 6 p.m., they entered the urban night far
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less supervised by family, church, or state than young people of previous gen-
erations. Tempted by Broadway, lured to gambling dens, or edified by choir
practice, these young people walked a fine line between recreation and dissipa-
tion. Newspaper editorials and popular tracts describe the moral peril of these
hours, but Baldwin draws on numerous diaries and letters to give a clearer sense
of the actual experiences of the urban night. We see that the unequal progress of
gas lighting and the limits of policing invited all classes to use the urban night
as never before: Baldwin describes the sites of drinking, whoring, and gam-
bling alongside shopping, dancing at charity balls, and serenading. It was the
theater, Baldwin notes, which often bridged the more respectable early
evening with the sharper edge of the late night. By the 1870s, performances
started uniformly at 8 p.m. and ended sometime after 10 p.m.

For an important minority of the city’s population, the night meant work.
Baldwin examines a range of more or less counter-cyclical occupations: clean-
ing city streets and privies; producing and distributing several editions of each
daily newspaper; provisioning, transport, and shipping; and manufacturing
(including a fascinating discussion of attempts to limit women’s factory
work at night). Essential to all this nightlife and night work were the “owl
cars” (all-night buses or trolleys) that Baldwin examines to show the opportu-
nities and dangers of the urban night for women of all classes. In the new urban
night we see women and men enacting the gender roles of an industrial, capi-
talist, and consumer age in spaces shared with women but dominated by men.

The vivid scenes that make up this study, unfolding in burgeoning cities
from New York to Omaha, evoke a sense of the profound transformation of
the urban night as colonial danger and desolation gave way to teeming
streets in which waves of labor and leisure collided. Yet Baldwin shows how
the night relentlessly underscored and sustained the divisions between rich
and poor, polite and rude, old and young, and above all, between men and
women. Urban historians and gender historians will find many points of com-
parison and inspiration here.

———Craig Koslofsky, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

Rachel Heiman, Carla Freeman, and Mark Liechty, eds., The Global Middle
Classes: Theorizing through Ethnography. Santa Fe: School for Advanced
Research Press, 2012.

doi:10.1017/S0010417514000206

As part of a recent growing body of scholarship on its topic, this volume fea-
tures ethnographically rich and theoretically-driven chapters that seek to
rethink the global formation of the middle classes across different geographical
locations. A product of an Advanced Seminar at the School for Advanced
Research in 2009, the book provides specific ethnographic studies of the
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