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General Staff (114-115). Not all these distinct strands of pan-Asianism have come under attack
by nationalist historians in China, Korea, Taiwan, India, Indonesia and elsewhere.

From the start, imperial timing mattered. Proclamations of the Sphere inaugurated the
Japanese assault on the French, Dutch and British colonies of Southeast Asia, now that their
European governments had to fend off Nazi Germany at home. To Royama, Nazi Germany’s
Balkan bloc, in Ernst Wagemann’s Der neue Balkan of 1939, provided not only a model for Japan’s
Asian economic bloc (68). It also showed that spheres (koiki) were a feature of the time, aligning
Japan’s pan-Asianism with pan-movements in Europe and America. But ironically, the focus on
imperial planning underappreciates the radicalization of the Japanese empire and its cleavages.
Support of pan-Asianism did not guarantee political blessings by an empire in flux. Three of
Nishimura’s major publications were banned as early as 1941 for expressing Liberal thought.

The trajectory of Japanese expansion, comparatively neglected in North American and Western
European research, emerges here as a failed propaganda effort that entailed the political rhetoric
and practice of imperial integration, from metropolitan proclamation to aggressive implementation
by military means. If geographic proximity and racial kinship were meant to justify imperial
aggrandisement, intelligent imperial commentators still saw the limits of determinism. If geo-
graphic proximity warranted imperial integration, the dynamics could also play against Japan.
Royama Masamichi conceded not without a measure of self-critical reflection that the Chinese
hinterland (ouchi) was uncomfortably close to the Soviet Union (71). Geographic determinism for
hierarchical impositions of imperial affiliation was more easily claimed than proven.

This book encourages more precise conceptualizations of the changing configurations of rela-
tions between East and Southeast Asia. Occasional generalizations about ‘Southeast Asia’ could
have been avoided, thanks to the volume Locating Southeast Asia: Geographies of Knowledge and
Politics of Space, edited by Paul Kratoska, Remco Raben and Henk Schulte Nordholt from 2005,
Asia, credited in footnote 17, which explicitly warned against the analytic uniformity of this sup-
posed world region across time. Surprisingly, Japanese scholarship, although worldwide at the top
of this game, is given short shrift. The bibliography strongly prefers U.S. publications, as do key
points of the argumentation. Where are the Japanese publications of Goto Ken’ichi. Meanwhile,
Anglophone readers can now consult Yoshimi Yoshiaki’s Kusa no ne no fashizumu.: Nihon minshii no
senso taiken in Ethan Mark’s translation of March 2015. Also missing is Barak Kushner’s recent 7he
Thought War: Japanese Imperial Propaganda on the political spread of imperial ideology.

In sum, the Philippine historical baggage conditioned the prospects for compliance with
Japanese imperial purposes, counteracting a very sustained effort of wartime propaganda.
A heartening discovery for underdogs, a frustration for those craving more power today than
yesterday and more tomorrow than today.
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Beyond Empires: Global, Self-Organizing, Cross-Imperial Networks, 1500-1800 explores
trans-imperial ‘networks of exchange’ that ‘transcended the borders imposed by empires,
forced the frontiers negotiated between polities and fostered a cross-cultural, multi-religious

@ CrossMark

https://doi.org/10.1017/5016511531700081X Published online by Cambridge University Press


http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1017/S016511531700081X&domain=pdf
https://doi.org/10.1017/S016511531700081X

Reviews 637

and trans-national world’ (2). The contributions here build on the historiography of early
globalization and ‘connected histories’ pioneered by Sanjay Subrahmanyam, Michael N.
Pearson, and James Tracy. The editors, Catia A.P. Antunes and Amelia Poldnia, and many of
the contributors share methodological approaches drawn from the DynCoopNet research
project sponsored by the European Science Foundation. The book presents new research on
‘cooperation-based, self-organizing networks’ that transcended frontiers and borders in the
early modern world (4-6). These networks and state-supported monopolies together con-
structed informal empires.

Beyond Empires examines global trading networks across the Atlantic, Indian, and Pacific
Oceans in the sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries. Early modern mercantile
companies such as the Verenigde Oostindische Compagnie (VOC or Dutch East India Com-
pany), English East India Company (EIC), and the Dutch West India Company (WIC),
naturally figure prominently in many chapters. Guido van Meersbergen interprets EIC and
VOC traders’ distrust of Gujarati merchants, customs house officials, and town governors in
the Mughal Empire. English and Dutch merchants often expressed cultural stereotypes that
ascribed untrustworthiness to all Muslims, even before they arrived in Surat to trade. EIC and
VOC merchants seem to have been especially suspicious of local brokers who facilitated cross-
cultural interactions and trade negotiations.

Smaller mercantile companies—including the Danish Asiatic Company (DAC), Middle-
burg Commercial Company (MCC), Royal African Company of England (RAC), and the
Swedish East India Company (SEIC)—are also analysed. For example, Leos Miiller studies the
SEIC, a small mercantile company (composed largely of Swedish, Scottish, and Flemish
agents) that nonetheless managed to capture 15 percent of the Canton tea trade in the late
eighteenth century. The evidence from small mercantile companies helps to realize the book’s
aim of ‘decentralizing the history of empire’ (11).

Individuals and families often conducted their own commerce outside of the official
structures of mercantile companies. Ana Crespo Solana focuses on the identities of
mercantile ‘nations’ in port cities within the early modern Spanish Empire. Solana concentrates
on the Flemish ‘nation’ in Cadiz and the Spanish ‘nation’ in Bruges, considering the
relationships between privileges and ‘diasporic consciousness’ (172). Merchant families
represented integral parts of the Carrera de Indias, as shown by mapping kinship networks.
Ana Sofia Ribeiro examines the network of merchant-banker Simon Ruiz, an important
creditor for Philip IT of Spain, using his company’s bills of exchange and commercial
correspondence. She finds that the network relied on merchant relationships that were
based on reputation and trust (rather than kinship ties) and managed through expulsions
for cheating.

Private entrepreneurs played a vital role in early modern global commerce, operating through
trans-imperial networks on an impressive scale. Filipa Ribeiro da Silva probes private companies’
involvement in the slave trade, finding that state-sponsored companies accounted for a mere 6
percent of the trans-Atlantic slave trade—allowing private companies to dominate the slave trade
through their informal cross-cultural business networks. Chris Nierstrasz examines the private
entrepreneurship in commodities such as tea in ostensibly monopolistic trade companies, focusing
particularly on the role of silver and credit mechanisms in financing global commerce by the VOC
and EIC. He finds that ‘the caricature of East India Companies as monopolistic is hard to
maintain’, since private trade goods flowed freely (194). VOC officials had ‘personal use’ privileges
to import products from across Asia into Batavia, for example. Nierstrasz finds that Company
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officers initially profited from conquest and plunder, but gradually shifted to a strategy of amas-
sing private fortunes through gifts and bribes.

Private entrepreneurs could easily engage in illegal commerce, smuggling, and piracy. Jurre
Knoest studies illicit trade and smuggling networks in Nagasaki, employing the Nagasaki Crim-
inal Records to document smuggling activity. An analysis of 194 criminal cases of smuggling
between 1666 and 1742 reveals that most prosecutions targeted illicit trade with Chinese or
Japanese individuals. Knoest focuses especially on two famous cases of smuggling involving illegal
weapons trading and official complicity, demonstrating the limits of the Tokugawa bakufu’s
control of foreign trade and the incomplete closure of Tokugawa Japan. Bram Hoonhout explores
efforts by the Dutch WIC to stamp out smuggling by colonial planters, who imported slaves from
foreign providers and exported sugar, coffee, and cotton to external markets.

Maritime and colonial warfare shaped the commercial and trading networks of the early
modern world. Michael Kempe follows groups of buccaneers on the ‘pirate round’ of the late
seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries. Ship captains and crews forged cross-imperial
connections in the Atlantic and Indian Oceans, often blurring legitimate privateering and
illegal piracy activities. Silva Marzagalli argues that warfare frequently disrupted the principles
of trading exclusivity and monopolistic controls in the Atlantic World. She focuses especially
on the reorganization of French trading patterns in the Caribbean during the French Revo-
lutionary and Napoleonic Wars (1789-1815) when the Haitian Revolution and British occu-
pations forced French colonists to alter their trading patterns with French ports and to
construct new commercial relationships with ports in the Caribbean and the United States.

The historiographical approaches employed in the book raise some methodological and
definitional questions. The contributors sometimes deploy rather loose definitions of families,
social groups, and economic organizations. The conceptions of networks blur distinctions
between kinship ties, epistolary connections, information networks, shipping lanes, and eco-
nomic relationships. The informal associations between merchants may encompass unique
encounters, incidental connections, or sustained cross-cultural interactions.

Beyond Empires succeeds in constructing a history of unofficial global networks and infor-
mal commercial activities in the early modern period. Catia A.P. Antunes and Amelia Polénia
argue that ‘this informal empire that was brought to fruition by the individual choices of free
agents and their networks as a reaction to state-imposed monopolies was ... a borderless, self-
organized, often cross-cultural, multi-ethnic, pluri-national and stateless world that can only be
characterized as global’ (10). This collective volume offers fresh evidence on private entrepre-
neurs, merchant families, and mercantile companies—exposing the ways in which they prac-
ticed commerce in the early modern world.
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Ravi Palat, Professor at the Department of Sociology, Binghamton University, The State
University of New York, has written a sleek, engaging and instructive volume (223 of text; 31 of
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