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William Hannas, James Mulvenon, and Anna Puglisi have written a richly detailed, me-
thodically argued and must-have expose on Chinese espionage focused on the stealing
of foreign science and technology. The authors have applied their varied backgrounds
but common expertise in Chinese language to allow the primary evidence to speak
for itself, almost all of it from Chinese government publications. To this they add a de-
tailed examination of the effects of these policies in the United States, with sidebars for
Japan and briefer discussions of Canada and Australia. For the casual reader (like this
author, who works primarily on Pakistan-China relations), this book is a crucial addi-
tion, and in all respects a far more detailed account, to Nicholas Eftimiades’ Chinese
Intelligence Operations (Naval Institute Press, 1994), Howard deVore’s China’s
Intelligence and Internal Security Forces (Jane’s, 1999) and analytically superior to
David Wise’s Tiger Trap (Houghton-Mifflin, 2011). For the China specialist, the
book is largely consistent with intelligence studies debated in journals like China
Quarterly and Studies in Intelligence.

The book begins with a broad cultural-historical survey of the practice in China of
adapting foreign ideas dating back to the late Qing dynasty, arguing convincingly that
this is an efficient way of obtaining national power when sclerotic domestic governance
suppresses the legal and social bases for technological innovation. Chapters 2 through 4
provide exhaustive (and exhausting) detail of how the national priority of obtaining
foreign science and technology is managed and conducted. China has a covert national
library system larger than any other in the world tied into nearly every government, mil-
itary and, most importantly, industrial interest, responsible for the massive collation and
redistribution of scientific data obtained from open sources and illegal means overseas.
Chapters 5 through 7 examine the multitude of organizations responsible for industrial
espionage involved within the United States, including joint research centres, student
and professional organizations. The obligation of diaspora Chinese to bring technology
back to China is frequently and explicitly stated in Chinese documents and even on
Chinese websites. The mantra is an appeal to Chinese patriotism and the necessity of
confronting “unfair” Western practices of technology control since the century of
humiliation.

Chapter 8 is a concise survey and test of a series of misconceptions of Chinese es-
pionage tradecraft and convincingly demonstrates that China engages in the same con-
ventional practices that other states do: false flags, flytraps, payoffs, flawed
personalities, dead drops, cut-outs, threats to relatives and use of ethnically white
agents. The authors do find that the scale of the Chinese scientific diaspora permits
China a more passive approach when making a first contact with a desired target.
Chapter 9 is a dense and adequate discussion of cyber espionage, given that it is not
the main focus of the book, and as the authors repeatedly emphasize, is a tortured sam-
pling of a vastly greater issue. Chapter 10 and the conclusion make an argument for
heightened legislative vigilance in US government and industry, and appendix 2 is a
list of recommendations.
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The publisher’s lawyers at Routledge must have spent some time considering the
more controversial aspects of the book’s description and explanation of the role played
by Chinese-American scientists in technology transfer to the US, given the extensive de-
scription of individuals in appendix 1 and related Chinese-American organizations. It is
virtually inevitable that the Ministry of State Security, and other Chinese intelligence
organizations, would target ethnic Chinese, just as post-Soviet SVR targets ethnic
Russians. It is indisputable that since 2009, large numbers of Chinese-Americans
(and lesser numbers of other Americans) have been convicted of industrial espionage.

I found interesting the citation of a survey of why Chinese PhDs educated in the
US have returned to China (only 10–20% of Chinese PhDs ever return), and in another
survey of why they have returned again to the US is telling. Chinese go to China primar-
ily for business opportunities and lifestyle (which I read as tasty food, and filial piety—
they want to see their parents), and least of all because of patriotism. Chinese PhDs then
return to the US because of government red tape, the government’s failure to keep prom-
ises about tax breaks and seed funding, rampant plagiarism between Chinese scientists,
high personnel turnover, and dependence for the success of any project or enterprise on
guanxi with government officials. I disagree with the authors and assert the validity of
their alternative explanation that “Chinese scientists and businessmen are like us and
work for themselves” (253). The Beijing bureaucrats do not appreciate how little patri-
otism has a role to play for diaspora Chinese. This reviewer has had extensive immersion
in a variety of different Chinese culture(s) for four decades. Chinese students who travel
abroad are a fortunate elite, who were often driven to science in order to improve the
status and wellbeing of their families. Their impression of Chinese society is often a neg-
ative one. The patriotism Chinese diaspora learned in primary school most often re-
emerges later among those Chinese who have difficulties in business or in assimilating
because of poor social and language skills.

The book is also missing context: how concerned should we be? The KGB/GRU
and MITI served much the same purpose, and neither of their patrons overtook the US.
China may indeed be stealing proprietary formulae, but isn’t technological diffusion a
cost to be evaluated more thoroughly when constructively engaging a society with as
much indigenously driven demand for responsible government, and eventually democ-
racy, as China? The US could easily cut back on student visas to China, and displace the
250,000 student positions to India, but then Washington would be preoccupied with
keeping the 250,000 students from visiting other Western states (even India).
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Publié peu après le décès de Jacques Parizeau, le livre Années de Ferveur : 1987–1995
d’Éric Bédard retrace dans une démarche subjective et historique la période référendaire
comme il l’a vécue. Dans ces années, où il passa de l’âge de dix-sept à vingt-cinq ans,
Éric a évolué au sein du Parti Québécois (PQ) pour atteindre la présidence de l’aile jeu-
nesse de celui-ci. Retraçant les années qui menèrent au référendum de 1995, ce livre
semble vouloir raviver la flamme souverainiste en tirant sur la corde du souvenir.

En commençant par ses débuts comme néophyte dans une assemblée pour la can-
didature à la chefferie du PQ tenue dans son cégep jusqu’à sa résignation du poste de
président après la défaite du référendum, Éric Bédard nous décrit sa progression polit-
ique. Cette progression est doublée de son adulation pour la cause politique dans son
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