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had tied Buganda into economic and intellectual networks from which it 
could not escape. In three pages Peterson perceptively summarizes Buganda’s 
regional politics, its uncomfortable internal ethnic relationships, and the 
evolving struggle between radicalism and conservatism that energized and 
destabilized the kingdom. Although the book was not intended to be a gen-
eralist introduction to East African history, no other writing on Uganda (and, 
similarly, on other areas) conveys so much so quickly. 

 As with all important scholarly works,  Ethnic Patriotism ’s contribution 
consists not only of what it achieves on its own terrain, but also the vacuum 
it has created in adjacent areas of scholarship. Peterson’s work will surely 
stimulate new research into late colonial Catholic politics, ethnic politics in 
areas where the impact of the revival was less significant, and the revival’s 
interaction with subethnicities (which he discusses particularly perceptively 
in relation to Bukonzo). It may be that further research will find that 
the experience of the Haya, whose ethnic patriots came to regard nation 
builders and their illiberal interventionism as useful resources to be employed 
in their efforts to control autonomous women, was not so unusual. Buhaya 
also raises the question of how the Revival itself evolved, as some early con-
verts were absorbed into, and then rose to the top of, church hierarchies. 
The political relationship between the revivalist and the ethnic patriot was 
inevitably different, for example, when the saved were led by a bishop. 
Josiah Kibira, who was “born again” in 1947 and became a bishop in 1964, 
maintained an emphasis on individual salvation throughout his religious 
career, but he also sought to integrate Haya concepts of kinship into Lutheran 
theology. And, in seeking to decolonize the church from missionary con-
trol, he found ideological support in the teachings of TANU. 

 Peterson has not only provoked new research questions, but has also 
generated archival sources and methodologies that will assist scholars who 
follow in his path. In recent years few books in African studies have stimu-
lated as much excitement and rethinking of received wisdom as  Ethnic 
Patriotism  has. It has without doubt marked its author as one of the leading 
Africanists of his generation.  

    Shane     Doyle     
   University of Leeds 
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   The Bitter Legacy: African Slavery Past and Present  is an edited volume on the 
subject of slavery in western Africa during the nineteenth century as well as 
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its legacy in the present day. Histories of slavery have often focused on the 
western Atlantic world and less often on slavery within Africa. The long-
term impact of the slave trade on people’s identities and memories within 
Africa is also hardly examined in the scholarship, although, as these essays 
deftly illustrate, it continues to be critically important in day-to-day life even 
in the twenty-first century. This book, therefore, written by three well-
published historians with deep knowledge of and research experience on 
slavery in western Africa, is an important resource for students in any course 
focused on the history of slavery in general. 

 Within Africa, slavery had serious economic, social, and political out-
comes for both the enslaved and the enslavers. Collectively, the nine essays 
in this volume demonstrate that slavery is an enduring institution, both lit-
erally and figuratively. As the editors state in the introduction, “In spite of 
legal abolition, in many parts of contemporary Africa, there are people who 
are still called slaves in the local languages. In some cases, particularly in 
desert areas, this slavery is not metaphoric or historical, but quite real. 
People are owned and can be sold. . . ” (2). Even where slavery does not 
exist, people still struggle with the enduring social stigma and de facto slave 
status accorded to former slaves. Zillah Eisenstein’s term “afterlife of slavery” 
(“Toward an Abolitionist Feminism,” The Feminist Wire,  www.thefemi-
nistwire.com , May 15, 2015) applies aptly to these examples from western 
Africa, where slavery left a bitter legacy that binds present-day generations 
to enslaved ancestors. Although many people on the African continent and 
elsewhere prefer to ignore the existence of slavery in Africa after the prac-
tice was abolished in the rest of the Atlantic world, narratives and memories 
of slavery continue to have a powerful influence. 

 The authors in this volume turned to a variety of sources, mostly from 
British and French archives, to access the testimony of the marginal and 
stigmatized social classes living in the “afterlife of slavery”: songs, dances, 
proverbs, Islamic manumission documents, shrines, folktales, witchcraft 
narratives, memories passed down through generations, and even silences 
on the part of slave descendants who wish to avoid the subject of their gene-
alogy. The editors recognize the challenges presented by these types of 
sources; for example, the fact that memory is selective means that recollec-
tions are filtered through individual subjectivity and also through social 
and cultural constructs. Written sources from the colonial period are sparse 
because the colonial powers kept little documentation about the practice 
and enforced antislavery laws only weakly. Instead, they colluded with the 
African political elites who controlled and perpetuated slavery as an impor-
tant labor institution. 

 The regions and ethnicities covered include Borgu of northern Benin, 
northern Igbo, Central Malian Fulbe, Aro in the Bight of Biafra, Bamilike 
of Cameroon, the Bulsa of Ghana, the Mami Tchamba shrines along the 
Slave Coast Togo, The Gambia, and Futa Toro in northern Senegal. Two of 
the most intriguing case studies are presented in chapter 6, which provides 
the first-person accounts of two men captured at a very young age in the 
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  Pernille Ipsen’s  Daughters of the Trade  is a rare study of marriage practices 
and experiences at the intersection of two oft-neglected spaces: the Danish 
Atlantic and Ga-speaking communities on the Gold Coast of West Africa. As 
Ipsen ably demonstrates, there is much to be learned from Dano–Ga society 
that can help us more broadly conceptualize the Atlantic and those who 
made their lives at its edges and across its waters. 

 Ipsen’s study focuses on  casssare  (interracial) marriages in the region 
surrounding the Danish fort at Christiansborg, within the confines of the 
Osu district in modern-day Accra. Her narrative extends from the beginning of 
the eighteenth century to 1850, when the Danes officially sold their fort 
and possessions to the British government. Her sources are government 

early twentieth century and transported from Cameroon to Spanish Guinea 
(Fernando Po). These two cases are particularly compelling for the insights 
they provide into both the isolating and dehumanizing condition of slavery 
and the resiliency of those who managed to build lives for themselves after 
emancipation. Chapter 8 discusses the subject of African  vodun , a liberating 
belief system constructed by slaves, while chapter 9 delves into the contra-
dictions and complexities of Islamic belief in regard to slavery. All of the 
chapters reveal the extent to which African societies, even in the postinde-
pendence era of constitutional democracy, are still struggling to achieve 
full social inclusion of citizens with slave ancestry. 

 The nine chapters in the book are written in a clear and easy-to-read 
style that will be inviting to undergraduate students, while the notes section 
provides a wealth of sources for other scholars. The editors provide an 
introduction that lays out the goals of the text, although the absence of a 
concluding chapter linking the various case studies is somewhat unfortu-
nate. Each chapter covers a specific ethnic group in a particular country in 
Africa, so those less familiar with the subject and region may have trouble 
making sense of the significance of these case studies and the larger con-
text. But even with these problems, this text would be an excellent addition 
to any undergraduate or graduate course on slavery, the Atlantic Era, or 
western Africa. The book greatly enhances knowledge of the history of slavery 
in Africa as well as its long-term impacts on people’s lives, even in the 
present day.  

    Catherine Cymone     Fourshey     
   Susquehanna University 
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