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In recent years, scholarship on political economy has paid considerable attention to the cultural, polit-
ical, and theoretical incentives that fundamentally affected the formation of modern economic think-
ing in Europe by the High Enlightenment. Bringing the concepts of international competition and
emulation to the fore in research, the investigation of interstate relations and the transmission and dis-
persion of economic ideas and practices on sub- and supranational levels led to a reappraisal of the old
labels of mercantilism, physiocracy, and cameralism. In this context, the European discussions on the
“jealousy of trade” have been characterized by the individual and collective efforts that adapted
economic policies to particular settings. In his new book, Simon Adler (Honorary Associate,
Austrian Academy of Sciences) builds on his thesis, tracing an unknown case and joining the ongoing
discussion by exploring the intellectual progress of the prolific but rather unknown financial expert
Ludwig Zinzendorf.

Considering its subject, the book’s perspective is both narrower and tighter than an average intel-
lectual biography. On the one hand, it goes beyond the biographical scope and describes the concep-
tualization of a sophisticated financial program with particular regard to monetary policy and the bank
system. On the other hand, the volume also sheds light on the main stages of Zinzendorf’s career and
individual contribution, inspired and coordinated by the chancellor Wenzel Anton Kaunitz and his
circle of protégés. The main concern of the book is to display the attempts of Ludwig Zinzendorf,
the elder half-brother of Karl von Zinzendorf, to introduce a developed economic and financial dis-
course to the Habsburg monarchy. Here, it is important to note that despite Zizendorf’s intentions,
his economic proposals did not alter the conceptual framework in which the “jealousy of trade” dis-
course was fundamentally implemented in the Habsburg monarchy. Owing to the English and French
stimuli, it rather aimed at developing the financial and credit system of the monarchy and employing
new equipment to run and uphold the fiscal-military state.

The book discusses Zinzendorf’s intellectual advancement through seven richly detailed chapters,
each revealing new installments to both the theoretical and practical side of eighteenth-century dis-
putes on political economy. Beyond the introductory parts encompassing conceptual, methodological,
and historiographical elucidations, chapters 1 and 2 offer insights into the sociocultural context of
Zinzendorf’s life, providing an outline of his family background, education, and the early stages of
his career, as well as his relationship with Kaunitz. This was also an intellectually formative period,
one that gave Zinzendorf the opportunity to collect firsthand experiences on the French economy
and establish important relationships with local experts. From chapter 3 onward, the book applies a
comparative perspective and focuses on the official memoranda, proposals, translations, studies, and
readings that shaped Zinzendorf’s economic orientation. While chapter 2 gives a detailed account
of Kaunitz’s French ambassadorial mission (1750–52), chapter 3 is devoted to the different texts of
French political economists (Jean-François Melon and Jacques Vincent de Gournay) whose ideas sub-
stantially influenced Zinzendorf’s ideas on taxation, banking, and state credit. Chapter 4 explores the
transmission of the theories of English political economists (John Law, David Hume) in the French
context, particularly the arguments on currency manipulation. Chapter 5 follows this line of thought
and sheds light on the new and ambitious plans outlined in the context of the upcoming conflict with
Prussia and the liquidity problems faced by the monarchy during the Seven Years’ War, aiming to
introduce a credit system (a stock exchange and a “political” bank). The subsequent sections of chapter

226 Book Reviews

ht
tp

s:
//

do
i.o

rg
/1

0.
10

17
/S

00
67

23
78

22
00

02
5X

 P
ub

lis
he

d 
on

lin
e 

by
 C

am
br

id
ge

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 P

re
ss

https://doi.org/10.1017/S006723782200025X


6 provide an overview of the economic policy of Kaunitz and Zinzendorf and aim to delineate the dif-
ferent aspects of economic decision making in the monarchy, while portraying the protagonist as one
of the influential reformers and promoters of advanced economic thought in Europe.

In the conclusion, Adler claims that in the examined period economic thinking operated in a some-
what dual setting. Owing to Justi’s and Sonnenfels’s textbooks, while the growing expansion of late
cameralist ideas culminated in academic discourse, economic policy making was impacted consider-
ably more by the transmission of Melon’s neo-Colbertism. This dual setting may have merited a
more careful contextualization. In spite of the comparison with Justi and Sonnenfels at the end of
the chapter, Zinzendorf’s eminent ability seems to stand out among the mediocre cameralists. Thus,
the book’s final judgment is ambiguous because it favors Zinzendorf as the most advanced economist,
whose expertise was beyond the proficiency of contemporary cameralists and any other experts in the
monarchy.

The greatest value of the volume lies in its comparative analysis. Owing to Adler’s thorough archival
research, during which he unearthed several overlooked records in both French and Austrian collec-
tions, the author can impressively demonstrate the elder Zinzendorf’s intellectual progress. In many
respects, the way in which Adler frames Zinzendorf’s contribution, while seeking to investigate an
unexplored segment of the history of German economic thought, confronts the conventional interpre-
tations of political economy. The author navigates his readers with considerable confidence over the
seven well-detailed chapters. Due to the long descriptions and thorough analysis of Zinzendorf’s
economic texts, the book reads rather easily for experts. All in all, the book merits scholarly attention
and hopefully will lead to further contributions in the field.
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Over the past generation or so there has been a tectonic shift in our understanding of the
Enlightenment. While the consensus that certain dimensions of the Enlightenment shaped modernity
remains largely uncontested, the outstanding feature of recent work on the subject is to stress the
degree to which it should be seen as a broad spectrum of regional and ideological variants—or
even, as Ian Hunter once suggested, “rival Enlightenments”—that interacted fruitfully with one
another. Despite important contributions to the subject from various perspectives and regional foci,
a comprehensive view of the “Austrian” Enlightenment remains elusive. Although a substantial portion
of the geopolitical state complex ruled by the House of Habsburg lay within the bounds of the Holy
Roman Empire and was part of the larger German cultural sphere, discussion of the Enlightenment in
the Habsburg lands remains very much on the periphery in the growing literature on the German
Enlightenment. This massive and trailblazing new study by Franz Leander Fillafer now not only
casts fresh light on Enlightenment variants within the Habsburg monarchy but it also examines in
detail their legacy and development in the period from 1790 to 1850. This results in a bold new
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