
another and by emphasizing their joint distance from Romance languages. Chapters five and
six turn to Anglo-Dutch competition, but again, the English are defined by their relationship to
the Dutch. Chapter five investigates the reactions to the construction of London’s Royal
Exchange in 1568. Built by the Englishmen Thomas Gresham as an exact replica of Antwerp’s
exchange, the building expressed London’s aspiration to be a financial centre like Antwerp,
while simultaneously suggesting that London would differentiate itself from Antwerp by
outstripping it. Finally, in chapter six, the narrative moves to the East Indies, where the
English simultaneously expressed their connection to the Dutch through alliance and
friendship, while also trying to differentiate themselves from the Dutch by teaching local
populations that the English and Dutch were two different groups and by demarcating their
own interest in the commerce of the East Indies as reasonable, while Dutch activities are
presented as rapacious.

Doppelgänger Dilemmas offers a complicated, rich exploration of English attitudes to the
Dutch, and it suggests that if we want to understand Anglo-Dutch interactions on the ground,
then we ought to look at “relations”—perceived proximity and distance—between the two
groups. This book, however, begs questions about the period between 1630 and 1670 as well as
about the Glorious Revolution of 1688-89. Rubright’s sources do not cover the period of the
first Anglo-Dutch War (1652-54) or the second Anglo-Dutch War (1665-67), nor do they cover
the arrival in England of a Dutch prince, William III of Orange, with a Dutch army at his back
in 1688. In these moments of heightened actual Anglo-Dutch proximity, one wonders how
English representations of the Dutch changed, or if they did. These questions become even
more pressing if we consider cultural anthropology, which suggests that the outbreak of vio-
lence between two similar groups often occurs because of the perception that their differences
have collapsed. If so, could the outbreak of war be interpreted as a signal that England and the
Dutch Republic had become uncomfortably similar? Such an interpretation might help to upset
a historiography which has long supposed that England was a colonizing power, while the
Dutch Republic was a commercial one.

This book will be of interest to anyone who studies Anglo-Dutch interactions in the 16th-and
17th-centuries, but its larger argument about ethnicity creation being tied to similarity and the
elaboration of small differences that arose out of a fear of interchangeability should be of
interest to all who study intercultural encounters and ethnicity formation, fields which, as
Rubright points out, have been dominated by concepts of othering and difference.
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Joanne Miyang Cho and David M. Crowe, eds. Germany and China: Transnational
Encounters since the Eighteenth Century. New York/Basingstoke, U.K.: Palgrave
Macmillan, 2014. 304 pp. ISBN: 9781137438461. $90.00.

The recent two decades have witnessed a growing scholarly interest in the history of
Sino-German relations. Although until now this lively field of research consists over-
whelmingly of works done by scholars of Chinese studies, new aspects of the interactive
influences of German colonialism and imperialism in China are now being brought to attention
by historians on Germany. Based mainly on archival materials and other sources written in
German, the essays in Germany and China: Transnational Encounters since the Eighteenth
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Century collectively represent the latest manifestation of a Western view on the various and
multifaceted ways in which China and Germany have mutually engaged. Taking up
Sino-German diplomatic, missionary, and cultural and intellectual exchanges since the eight-
eenth century, the fourteen intriguing essays spread out over three chronologically arranged
sections and the diverse set of topics speak with each other across different axes.

Following a general introduction to the volume, the five chapters in Part I are devoted to the
period from the eighteenth century to World War I. The first three chapters expound the rise of
German interest in China through an analysis of the views on China held by several great
German thinkers of the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, including Gottfried
Wilhelm Leibniz, Christian Wolff, Georg Friedrich Wilhelm Hegel, and Karl Gützlaff. Chapter
4 recounts the history of Sino-German relations from the unification of Germany in 1871 to the
end of WW I in 1918, noting that it is the shared sense of isolation and betrayal created by the
Treaty of Versailles that paved new ways for the bilateral relations in the following decades.
Building upon a fascinating case study of the German doctor Richard Wilhelm and the (Western-
trained) Chinese physician Li Benjing in the German-controlled area Kiaochow, Chapter 5
examines their different conceptions of hygiene and medical treatment to provide a refreshing
perspective to view colonial territory as spaces of negotiation and transcultural interactions.

Probably most readers will find the five chapters in the second part, which cover the interwar
years from 1918 to 1945, particularly valuable and joyful to read. As a chronic extension of
Chapter 4, the first chapter leading off this section moves outward to presents a succinct yet
excellent overview of the relations between the Republic of China and the Weimar Republic
and then the Third Reich, reminding that the intensive cooperation between China and
Germany was very much based on mutual interests and the desire of two outsiders to redefine
their international roles. The remaining four chapters set out to explore spheres of cultural,
intellectual, and geopolitical encounters by delving into a large bulk of topics ranging from the
profound influence of German geopolitical thoughts on Chinese intellectuals, impact of
Chinese philosophy on Hermann Hesse, to China’s privileged position in Hermann Hesse’s
writings and the prevalence of the Yellow Peril discourse among European Jews who sought
refuge in Shanghai during World War II.

The last cluster of chapters centres on diverse dimensions of Sino-German exchanges in the
post-1945 period. The first two chapters are recommended to be read in combination as they
introduce readers to various aspects of the shifting image of China in East and West Germany
and how China’s re-emergence on the world stage has affected policies in the two German
states. Through an intriguing reading of the travel writings of West German authors
(e.g., AdolfMuschg,Max Frisch, andGünter Grass), the next chapter offers a vivid example of
how the changing vision of China’s has shaped the German after-war intellectual realm.
Focusing on the dramatic political changes in 1989-90, the final chapter illustrates how the
governments of China and Germany dealt with each other on the background of German
unification and the Tiananmen protests.

All well-researched and clearly written, the essays succeed in offering “a more comprehensive
presentation and broader analysis of Sino-German relations from the eighteenth to the twentieth
century than any existing volume on this topic … while also presenting the most recent scho-
larship on these topics and transnational history” (15). An exceptional merit of this volume is
that it reminds readers of the significant roles China and Germany played in each other’s his-
tories and thus helps to bridge the gap between “Chinese” studies and “German” studies. It
broadens the frame of German imperial history to incorporate China and contributes to a
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surging field of scholarship that places Chinese history within the scope of German entangle-
ments with the world. The advantage of this interdisciplinary approach is obvious. For instance,
although some topics such as the presence of German missionaries in nineteenth-century China
and the Jewish in wartime Shanghai tend to be areas of established scholarly attention, there
remain many unexplored avenues that can add fresh perspectives, as the story of the German
doctor and the Yellow Peril discourse reveal. Moreover, by situating several German intellec-
tuals and their Chinese counterparts within the same context, many chapters in the volume
collectively demonstrate how far-reaching German and Chinese philosophies and thoughts
could be and how profound suchmutual influences were. Another point to praise is the extensive
German documents and archival findings consulted for the individual studies, which greatly
broadens what is now known about the content and context of Sino-German interactions.

Adding much new information to our existing understanding, the use of German sources
shall be warmly applauded. However, critical readers may expect to be exposed to more
Chinese sources. As another recent publication on Sino-German relations has exemplified,
many collections of Chinese historical materials were published by institutions in PRC and
Taiwan since the 1990s and such improved access to Chinese archives has made possible new
archive-driven understandings of German’s relationship with China.1 Placing sources from
both sides in conversation would allow us to view history through both German and Chinese
eyes and thus generate multifaceted and multi-archival stories. Furthermore, all but one essays
focus on encounters and interactions between German and Chinese that occurred in China.
It would be interesting to see additional studies dedicated to exchanges and influences in
Germany as well. Fortunately, some very promising works have appeared recently.2

These minor cavils aside, Germany and China is a very valuable volume that takes us a step
further toward a more interactive, and less bounded, history of Sino-German relations and
their profound mutual influence from the eighteenth century onward. Many chapters stand to
become useful references for German-Chinese and German-Asian scholars and will surely
inspire future studies. Certainly, it will also appeal to readers generally interested in
German-Asian studies and global and transnational history.

doi:10.1017/S0165115317000286 Hang Lin, Hangzhou Normal University

Middle East

Keith David Watenbaugh. Being Modern in the Middle East: Revolution, Nationalism,
Colonialism and the Arab Middle Class. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2012. 352 pp.
ISBN: 9780691155111. $31.95.

Being Modern in the Middle East: Revolution, Nationalism, Colonialism and the Arab Middle
Class by Keith David Watenbaugh is a monograph that tackles the relationship between the

1Mechthild Leutner, et al. eds., Preußen, Deutschland und China: Entwicklungslinien und Akteure,
1842-1911 (Berlin: LIT Verlag, 2014).

2 Erich Gütinger, Die Geschichte der Chinesen in Deutschland: Ein Überblick über die ersten 100 Jahre ab
1822 (Münster: Waxmann Verlag, 2004); Bernd Eberstein, Hamburg—Kanton 1731: Der Beginn des
Hamburger Chinahandels (Gossenberg: Ostasien Verlag, 2008).
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