
speed and the unforgiving 24-hour news cycle, the cumulative effect is a divided public and
debased public discourse.

Though the books focus exclusively on the US experience, Canadians should take note.
Since the two countries are North American neighbours, what happens next door concerns
all Canadians. This country is not immune from fake news, fantasy, extreme partisanship
and epistemic dissolution. Since the emergence of Donald Trump, darker forces of xenophobia,
extremism and white nationalism have insinuated themselves into the Canadian public con-
sciousness. And it is no comfort to fall back on assumptions that Canada is somehow immune.
Canadian citizens and scholars must confront uncomfortable questions: Is Canada truly excep-
tional? Is this country uniquely resistant to the pathologies currently infecting the American
polity? These matters should be addressed with renewed urgency—especially as they relate
to concerns about the durability of multiculturalism, the integrity of elections, the trust in
elected leaders, and the susceptibility of individuals to fake news and political parties to extrem-
ist elements. Indeed, the concern at the heart of These Truths—can a society govern itself by
reason and not duplicity—is equally applicable to the Canadian context.

Scholars will find These Truths a more stimulating work for the philosophical and historical
challenge it poses and for its model of writing social history. Lepore does not yield to the “great
man” impulse. Rather, the book provides a history of enormous scope that gives prominence to
overlooked women and people of colour alongside figures in the American pantheon.
Fantasyland is not especially useful as an academic resource, though its short and engaging
chapters are perfect for undergraduate syllabi.

Both books conclude with the enduring question of “What is to be done?” Lepore turns to
the new generation of Americans to right the ship of state and “to learn an ancient and nearly
forgotten art: how to navigate by the stars” (789). By this she means using objective standards
to measure claims to truth, with the same fidelity as the sailors whose lives depended on it. Kurt
Andersen is less metaphorical. He says fight the good fight in public and in private and practice
good informational hygiene. The current state of affairs is not inevitable, but neither is a res-
toration of reason. Both authors demand that we teach the children well; the fate of America
depends on it.

Energy, Governance and Security in Thailand and Myanmar (Burma): A
Critical Approach to Environmental Politics in the South

Adam Simpson, Copenhagen: NIAS Press, 2017, pp. 336.

Anas Fassih, University of Alberta (fassih@ualberta.ca)

Southeast Asia is characterized by a chronic lack of energy resources for its rapidly growing
population. With the demand for energy soaring at the same time that the region faces severe
environmental risks, countries have responded to the challenge in various ways. The goal of
energy security has propelled some of these governments to further exacerbate environmental
insecurity. As a result, local communities suffer a great deal, prompting many authors in the
field to contend that energy security should not be achieved at the expense of grassroots com-
munities and to highlight cases where the pursuit of energy security has resulted in environ-
mental insecurity in the global South.
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Adam Simpson is one of these authors. His book Energy, Governance and Security in
Thailand and Myanmar (Burma): A Critical Approach to Environmental Politics in the South
is a timely and significant contribution that highlights the global South-North energy interplay
and how it impacts communities in the South. Drawing on extensive qualitative research based
on interviews, Simpson investigates environmental campaigns in Thailand from the 1990s to
2006 and in Myanmar from the 1990s to 2011.

An important function of this book is its critical engagement with existing theories of envi-
ronmental politics. Simpson provides an appraisal of the environmental organizations model
postulated by Doherty and Doyle (2008) and argues that grassroots movements have a pivotal
role to play in environmental politics, which is “particularly important under illiberal regimes”
(25). He acknowledges the rigour of Doyle and Doherty’s model, especially the writings on
transnational environmentalism and environmental activism in the global South and the
nuances these add to contemporary environmental mobilizations, but he foregrounds the mod-
el’s weaknesses in its limiting of “the constructive role that emancipatory environment groups
and movements can play” (26) in energy governance. Environmental governance is not simply
an interaction between the South and Northern funding partners but rather a “complex inter-
play among state and non-state actors” in both South and North, which is rooted in the eman-
cipation of underprivileged and “voiceless” communities. Simpson asks the question, Why have
current theories of environmentalism failed to “emancipate” people of the global South?

This is an important question for anyone interested in environmental politics, critical secur-
ity studies, mass social movements, energy governance and the quest for alternative energy
resources other than fossil fuels in the South. Simpson grounds emancipation in the four pillars
of Green politics, initially posited by German Greens in 1980: “participatory democracy, eco-
logical sustainability, social justice and non-violence” (28). By calling the governance model in
Thailand and Myanmar into question and stressing the emancipatory model, Simpson accen-
tuates the voice of subaltern and marginalized communities in the South affected by this gov-
ernance model, averring that the current environmental governance is reductionist and
dismissive of grassroots communities.

The book’s argument is substantiated by a methodologically rigorous comparative study
that draws on the author’s extensive fieldwork in and knowledge of the region. In chapters 3
and 4, the focus is on Thailand (1990–2006) and Myanmar (1990–2011) and the role of
both governments in responding to social resistance, as well as on volatile businesses that, in
the author’s view, widen the gap between those who dominate the economy, such as the polit-
ical elites and military, and those who don’t. Before delving into the methodological compo-
nents of his study, Simpson shows how environmental security can result in insecurity for
local communities who are at the receiving end of the implementation of large-scale energy
projects. This approach feeds into the core argument of the book: that the so-called environ-
mental agenda imposed by the global North on the South is discordant with local communities’
needs.

On a slightly different note, Simpson’s book is of great use to those interested in transac-
tional social movements, local-regional interactions and regional-global interactions within
the prism of energy governance in the South. In chapters 6 and 7, the author broadens the
empirical case study to the international level by focusing on international environmental
movements in order to analyze international activism and its impact on the global South.
Starting with Earth Right International, Simpson demonstrates how important the interna-
tional movement is in bridging the gap between the local and international. He adds that
local movements benefited a great deal from transnational movements by learning how to
mobilize people into resisting volatile large-scale projects. At the nexus between transnational
and local movements there lies an interaction between South and North that often exacerbates
the insecurity of Southern communities. While the spillover to international activism is
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important to our understanding of resistance, this discussion drifts from the main argument. It
is beyond the scope of one book to bridge transnational activism and local resistance in two
countries. Thus, Simpson’s argument would have been more robust had he just focused on
environmental movements in Thailand and Myanmar instead of devoting two chapters to
transnational groups.

Overall, though, Simpson has produced a groundbreaking book that enhances our under-
standing of environmental politics, social movements, energy security and global South-
North energy relations. The book’s emphasis on communities of the global South makes it par-
ticularly relevant to the debate on how the referent object in security studies can be broadened
and deepened by expanding its focus from the state and military to the human and environ-
ment, befitting the urgent need to address newly emergent threats, apart from the study of
war and the military, in international relations and security studies.

While most will tend to situate Simpson’s book within international relations and security
studies, especially environmental security, the book is a welcome contribution to comparative
politics as well. The comparative case study of Thailand and Myanmar (Burma) fits neatly into
the structure-agency debate in the field. The repressive government of Thailand and its oppres-
sion of environmental movements illustrate the role of the state in comparative politics; the
environmental movements, comprising civil-society organizations that react to large-scale
and volatile energy projects, illustrate the role of agency in domestic politics. Situating the
book within the realm of international relations alone is definitely a narrow reading of its influ-
ence. Hence, future work on the region should probably focus on the state and institutions of
the two countries, particularly on their responses to the external pressures and demands of the
North with respect to energy cooperation.
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Théorie du Super Soldat: La Moralité des Technologies D’Augmentation dans l’Armée, de Jean-
François Caron, contient une réflexion prolongée sur les enjeux moraux découlant de l’utilisa-
tion par les forces armées de nouvelles technologies d’augmentation psychologiques et phy-
siques. Observant que ces technologies semblent annoncer un « changement de paradigme
en ce qui a trait à la nature des guerres » (35), l’argument central de Caron est que « l’adoption
de technologies d’amélioration des capacités peut être considérée comme un devoir moral de la
part de l’armée et que ces technologies doivent uniquement être utilisées si elles ne présentent
pas une menace pour la santé des soldats et ne vont pas à l’encontre des principes de la théorie
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