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of the Romanian citizenship model as well as an application of this exploration to
modern citizenship studies.

The most significant contributions of Iordachi’s work are two-fold: firstly,
the demonstration that in the second period, 1859-1866, the Francophile liberal
assimilationist model transitioned into a decidedly un-liberal ethno-national or
constitutional nationalist model that prevailed in Romania thereafter; and, secondly,
the provision of three case studies in the final section which deal with the Jewish
Question, the status of women, and the issues involved in the integration of Dobrogea
into the Romanian Kingdom just prior to World War I (foreshadowing integration
issues that would face Greater Romania after 1918). These case studies are nicely set
in context instead of being discussed in isolation from the bigger picture.

The book is impeccably edited and handsomely produced. The scholarly base is
sound, except for a few minor quibbles over resources (perhaps a churlish comment
about a book with a sixty+-page bibliography in half a dozen languages).

This study makes a definite contribution to the analysis of the formation of the
modern Romanian state without reploughing old ground. The author judges the
activity of Romania’s nineteenth century liberal political entrepreneurs to be on the
whole remarkably successful despite their long run failures in creating a civil society.
He is also hopeful that current Romanian elites will benefit from critically examining
past successes and failures.

PAuL E. MICHELSON
Huntington University
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Thisis an excellent book. Planning Labour constitutes a major contribution to the study
of labor and class in the early years of socialism in Romania, and by extension, to our
understanding of the first decades of east European socialist regimes more generally.
It is theoretically ambitious and ethnographically rich, a well-written and engaging
narrative. Alina-Sandra Cucu’s analysis situates the transition to socialist state
planning and factory production within a larger social framework of neighborhoods,
suburbs, and rural communities that fed and sustained the new socialist enterprise,
specifically in and surrounding Cluj/Kolozsvar. Based on extensive archival research
and interviews, as well as a masterly command of an extensive secondary literature,
Cucu illustrates how core principles of the socialist project—socialist accumulation
and centralized state control—clashed with the challenges the country faced in
modernizing the economy and transforming its inhabitants into well-disciplined
socialist citizens. Drawing on Ernst Bloch’s notion of nonsynchronicity, Cucu
argues that Romanians were having to reconcile a future-oriented vision of socialist
society promoted by the new Communist Party regime with the vagaries of everyday
subsistence one faces in a poorly-developed national economy, the social conditions
of which are strongly mired in the historical constraints of previous decades. In short,
she insists that the local, everyday practices of the people in Cluj and its environs
were just as crucial to the history of socialist transformation as the political projects
devised by new elites.

Cucu makes important interventions in several theoretical debates, notably
questions of ethnicity versus class in Romania and the nature of state power in
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socialism. She acknowledges the recurring salience of ethnic relations in Romanian
society, but argues convincingly that class is the structuring principle we must
attend to. Her attention to the local dimensions and spatial configuration of class
and ethnic relations, particularly in the contrast between city and countryside,
demonstrates the ways that people’s interactions are woven through complex
histories but grounded in class inequalities. Cucu’s analysis of the socialist state
also departs from earlier work that emphasized its over-powering control. She
offers an alternative interpretation: a convincing portrait of a fragile state that was
caught between its grand plans for future development and its reliance on factory
workers and villagers to make the plan a reality day in and day out. Surveillance
from above was an insufficient means of knowing what was happening on the
ground, and an ineffective means of controlling how the state’s agenda would
be implemented. Though she is strongly influenced by Mark Pittaway’s study of
Hungarian industrial workers in the 1950s, she distinguishes her work from his by
emphasizing the productivist core of the socialist state rather than its legitimacy.
Cucu’s analysis of production processes as characterized by chaotic rhythms that
hindered coordination and planning is particularly insightful.

Cucu’s analysis is firmly grounded in the dynamics of capital accumulation
and class formation, a welcome change from the common focus on political
transition during this period. She provides us with a thorough review of the
literature on primitive accumulation and development—from Karl Marx and Evgenii
Preobrazhenskii to David Harvey—to guide us through the analysis. The first three
chapters of the book describe the processes of incorporating private industry into
the institutional structure of the new party-state, and demonstrate the difficulties in
recruiting labor and maintaining a stable work force by focusing on two companies:
1) a long established leather and foot-ware factory, and 2) a factory producing
domestic and industrial faucets and fittings that had been cobbled together in
1948 from three private workshops in the city. Unsurprisingly, the labor force was
characterized by classic patterns of ethnic segmentation—skilled industrial workers
being Hungarian, unskilled city and rural inhabitants primarily Romanian—creating
significant problems for management in training workers and fostering community.
Large segments of the labor force prioritized their commitments to families in rural
agrarian communities, leading to huge seasonal fluctuations in available man power.
The second three chapters focus on the dynamics of work on shop floor: the incessant
push to increase productivity, difficulties with factory discipline, and the strange
temporal clashes between a future socialistimaginary and alagging economic reality.
The lessons to be learned from this astute study extend far beyond the east European
socialist periphery to the history of capitalist development worldwide.
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Romanian women’s lives under socialism, Jill Massino writes, are “often interpreted
through the prism of pronatalist policies and are overshadowed by the heroic
narratives of (mainly men’s) struggles against a brutal regime” (3). Her book offers,
instead, a nuanced, three-dimensional history that paints a richly-textured portrait
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