
system; there shouldn’t be any private or underground spheres. Zhao invokes the
age-old Zhou conceptions of (a) tianming, redefined as “heavenly invoked order,”
as a naturalistic source for the values and rules that support tianxia, and (b) virtuous
power (de) and harmony (he) as the affective cohesive of charismatic, enlightened rule
and interpersonal harmony. The pivotal realization to instill in people is that tianxia
is ground-zero. Tianxia – not the state, not the family, certainly not the individual – is
the ultimate political subject.

This is the barest skeleton of Zhao’s argument for tianxia. This book also discusses
avatars of tianxia in Chinese history as well as a prospective tianxia order.

Zhao Tingyang’s contentions and arguments are original, stimulating and provoca-
tive. He doesn’t address how tianxia would be installed or operate. Would it arise
from the ashes of globalization? While the Zhou tianxia system was supported by
standardized rites, music and historical documents, the installation of the system
required intimidation and brute force. The idea of tianming as “heavenly invoked
order” and ground for values begs the question as to the desirability of this order
and values. Finally, the recruitment and role of the central rulership of a tianxia sys-
tem appears to be a black box. Would the people have to take it on faith that the lea-
ders were dedicated to serving their best interests? Would a system of review and
accountability be in place?

All under Heaven is a challenging intellectual tour de force. The temptation of
the tianxia system is that, to some, it may seem a natural outcome of contemporary
globalization and accelerationist trends. The author artfully questions many of human-
ity’s cherished political ideals and boldly proposes a new world politics premised on the
priority of the whole, pressing us to rethink our own assumptions. He opens new vistas
of reflection to the reader. I recommend this book for the existential challenge it poses
as well as the window it opens into a strain of futurism in China today.

K I R I L L O . THOMP SON
ktviking@ntu.edu.tw

Catching Up to America: Culture, Institutions, and the Rise of China
T I A N Z HU
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2021
xvi + 273 pp. $34.99
ISBN 978-1-009-01765-7 doi:10.1017/S0305741022000984

As China emerged from protracted isolation during the 1970s, visitors encountered
massive gaps in economic knowledge. As late as 1986, this reviewer’s participation
in a World Bank-sponsored review of economics education revealed an appalling
landscape of rote learning, ignorance and dogma.

The ensuing decades have brought massive change. Chinese universities, research insti-
tutes, government agencies and companies now employ legions of economists, including
numerous graduates of leading overseas institutions, among them Tian Zhu, the author
of this volume, whose many accomplishments include receipt of the 2017 Bergson Prize
for the best article published in the Journal of Comparative Economic Studies.

Zhu focuses on two topics. He first addresses “the China puzzle” – why did
reform-era China not only outpace the growth of the United States and other
advanced economies between 1980 and 2012, but also advance “much faster than
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other developing countries” with which it shared what economists have termed the
“latecomer advantage,” even though many of these low-income states “have freer
markets than China” (pp. 5–6, 210).

After weighing multiple alternatives in discussions filled with illuminating, jargon-
free and nicely explained tables and graphics that place China’s remarkable growth
spurt in a global context, the author concludes that “Confucian culture’s emphasis
on hard work, thrift and education . . . is the principal differentiating factor” separat-
ing China (and several dynamic East Asian neighbours) from the mass of low-income
nations (p. 162).

Since citizens of low-income economies beyond East Asia are hardly allergic to
work, thrift or education, the next step is to determine exactly how these features
of Confucian culture supported China’s recent growth and, equally important,
why China endured many centuries of limited prosperity despite the presence of
growth-promoting cultural underpinnings. Zhu confines himself to repeating insight-
ful comments from several scholars, particularly Edwin Reischauer’s prescient 1974
prediction that China (and other East Asian laggards) could share the prosperity
of their dynamic neighbours once “policies change enough to afford room for the
economic drive of which their people are undoubtedly capable” (p. 164). Even though
this book makes no effort to pursue this important analytic thread, neglect of Zhu’s
insistence that China’s meteoric economic rise rests on deep historic foundations
undermines many studies of China’s contemporary economy.

The final chapters focus on issues surrounding the growth slowdown of the past
decade and China’s future economic prospects. Regrettably, Zhu’s analysis wilts as
the discussion approaches recent developments and current policies.

Chapter eight asks “Why is China Slowing Down?” No clear answer emerges: the
author concludes that the downturn “is neither simply a normal business cycle nor
just the result of lower external demand or some internal structural problems,” nor
was it caused by “the trade war” [with the US] (pp. 206, 219). Avoiding a direct
answer to his own question, the author ventures the thought that the recent slowdown
“is also the result of China’s policy choices” (p. 206). Yes, but which choices, and
with what consequences?

In discussing the future, the author deploys uninspired projections showing “a good
chance” that China’s future economic advance will match the long-term success of its
dynamic East Asian neighbours, which would enable China to attain Jiang Zemin’s
goal, announced in 1997, of building “a strong and fully modernized country by
2049” with GDP far above that of the US and per capita income reaching “about
50% of the [2049] US level” (pp. 207, 216). The discussion focuses on macroeconomic
generalities – likely trends in GDP growth, population size and exchange rates.
Detailed analysis of prospective future developments surrounding institutions, savings,
investment, education, technological progress and innovation – all emphasized in the
author’s discussion of economic performance between the late 1970s and 2012 – is not-
ably absent.

The volume concludes by suggesting that “the US-led alliance should pursue a …
strategy that . . . aligns with China’s long-term interests by pushing for more market-
oriented policies and institutional reforms and better IP [intellectual property] protection
in China … [which] is also what many Chinese economists and reform-minded policy-
makers have called for” (p. 227). If proposals from “many Chinese economists” have
fallen on deaf ears in Beijing, how can readers imagine that similar advice from abroad
will influence the economic agenda of China’s proud and nationalistic leaders, whose
recent initiatives suggest limited interest in “market-oriented policies and institutional
reforms”?
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Amid the revival of economically damaging Mao-era policies – universal
Communist Party leadership, self-reliance, channelling vast resources toward state-
controlled enterprises, top-down investment and innovation priorities – the author’s
unwillingness to consider possible obstacles confronting China’s economy other
than “speed bumps” arising from COVID-19 and from friction with the US may sig-
nify a retreat from robust public discussion of economic policy, trends and prospects –
a particularly unfortunate manifestation of China’s not-so-distant past.

THOMAS G . RAWSK I
tgrawski@pitt.edu

China and the International Human Rights Regime, 1982–2017
R AMA S I U I N BOD EN
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2021
xv + 296 pp. £75.00; $99.99
ISBN 978-1-108-84107-8 doi:10.1017/S0305741022001023

It has been almost a quarter of a century since the appearance of Ann Kent’s
path-breaking book China, the United Nations, and Human Rights (University of
Pennsylvania Press, 1999). The work under review is a much-needed update on the
subject.

Inboden’s introduction contains an excellent theoretical overview of the inter-
national human rights regime (hereafter “the regime”), which she sees as comprised
of four “pillars”: an interstate forum; universally accepted norms; treaty bodies;
and procedures for dealing with specific rights issues. Within this structure, states
are variously seen as playing five different roles regarding the regime: makers thereof;
promoters; takers; constrainers; and breakers. The People’s Republic of China (PRC)
is sometimes seen as a “taker,” in that it at least goes through the motions of comply-
ing with regime requirements. Certainly, with regard to the International Labour
Organization (ILO) China is happy, given how little scrutiny the country receives –
because of its refusal to ratify key ILO conventions. However, sometimes Beijing’s
actions can be viewed as virtually “constraining,” that is, acting to rein in various
aspects of the regime.

The core of the book is comprised of three essays, arranged chronologically by
subject matter in order to show how Beijing’s thinking about the regime changed
over the years. The first of these is an overview of China’s post-1949 evolving posture
toward the regime in general, including regarding the more traditional rights such as
civil liberties and due process. Although the PRC’s policy has not been total denial,
the country’s approach “demonstrates the limits” of its “acceptance of the regime and
its intense aversion to human rights monitoring that spotlighted its violations”
(p. 76).

Two subsequent chapters are more narrowly focused on China’s involvement in a
pair of sub-regimes. Chapter three concerns the country’s nuanced approach to the
various instruments relating to torture (1982–2002): rather than the PRC being the
lone holdout, the general Convention Against Torture (CAT) was grudgingly
accepted, despite its unwelcome inclusion of the principle of “universal jurisdiction”
(no safe haven). Whereas the country only passively resisted CAT, the separate, less
palatable, Optional Protocol was rejected outright as being too intrusive and
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