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Indeed, it is likely that many of the slaves captured in the pre-Diamang

Lundas would have found themselves laboring under much the same con-

ditions as their distant descendants who Cleveland portrays so well. It might
be fruitful to think of the two together.
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Editors” note: See also Todd Cleveland’s Stones of Contention: A History of Africa’s
Diamonds (Ohio University Press, 2014).
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As Marx long ago pointed out, humans make choices, but not under
conditions of their own choosing. In much of continental Africa, the passing
of colonial and national laws and the formulation of development pro-
grams have often been inspired by the normative principles of powerful
outsiders. This book, most broadly a critique of development aid discourses
and policies that are self-perpetuating and reinforce, rather than transform,
local relations of domination and dependence, engages with two major
themes in African historiography: the slow demise of slavery and the
evolution of international development in the Ader region of Niger, revealing
their interconnections in the social history of this increasingly arid region
straddling the Sahara and Sahel. The basic conundrum, according to
Rossi, is that over the long term—from times of precolonial slavery to
times of development aid—Ader’s poor face a dilemma of either starving
or falling back into dependent, servile-like status. This precolonial status
became transposed onto work programs in colonial and postcolonial aid
programs, many of which paid workers in food or in very low wages. In
other words, dependence has remained necessary to avoid subsistence
failure.

Rossi presents a meticulously researched and insightful study of how,
over approximately two centuries, transformations turned a society in which
slavery was fundamental into one governed by outsiders’ concepts of the
local residents’ needs. The consequences were a perpetuation of poverty
for the most vulnerable persons, usually those of servile descent and espe-
cially women, in an area where recurrent drought and its challenges to
natural resources necessitate freedom of movement.
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An important contribution of the book is Rossi’s careful analysis of the
concept of dependence. From precolonial to colonial and postcolonial
eras, personal ties of dependence evolved, but they also persisted, albeit in
modified forms. In the overlapping but linguistically and culturally distinct
Tuareg and Hausa societies, there were sharp controls in precolonial times
over when and where people could move in order to access resources
and who could do so. Persons of varying degrees of client and servile (owned,
rather than free) statuses were bound to and dependent on predominantly
pastoral-nomadic Tuareg aristocratic descent groups who owned most large
livestock and weapons, controlled the caravan trade, and collected propor-
tions of crops and livestock from subordinates who were obliged to perform
domestic, farming, and caravanning work. Since that time many men of low
socioeconomic status and servile origins have migrated away from Ader to
sell their labor and raise their status, but many women in this social cate-
gory cannot migrate, and they remain vulnerable to persisting remnants of
precolonial concubinage, or to the unhappy alternative of menial jobs in
“work for food” programs of aid agencies.

Although the Ader region is the research focus here, some broader
background on Tuareg society beyond the Ader would have been instruc-
tive. A nonspecialist reader might come away with the false impression of
a vast, centralized, and imperial “statelike” power wielded by the Taureg
in precolonial times to dominate all non-Tuareg across the wider region.
It should be emphasized, however, that the positions of slaves, former
slaves, and their descendants varied (as they do now) across the different
Tuareg groups. Furthermore, neighbors of the Tuareg also practiced
slavery. The book tends to create the impression that all Tuareg, and
exclusively Tuareg, enslaved non-Tuareg “others.” Although Rossi uses
the specific Tamajaq term imajeghen (referring to the aristocratic social stra-
tum), not even all imajeghen owned slaves. Tuareg society was complex,
consisting of endogamous, specialized occupational groups whose sta-
tuses, while ranked and based on descent, were also negotiable. We learn
little about nonaristocratic Tuareg, except in brief references to Islamic
scholars and smith/artisans—important mediators in Tuareg society who
ideally were not supposed to fight and who controlled aristocrats’ moral
reputations, but who come across here as almost as predatory as the
slave-holders. Finally, more data are needed as well on Hausa precolonial
stratification and servitude.

The book’s major strengths are its critique of development aid
discourses and policies and its fine-grained analysis of dependency and
oppression, whose forms are variegated but whose consequences change
little over time. Drawing on archival data, elders’ reminiscences, and
her own field research, Rossi convincingly shows how aid programs
have failed to meet the region’s long-term needs and are decidedly
“top-down” in their decision-making hierarchical structures. The most
compelling sections of the book offer personal accounts of adversity, but
also resilience.
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Overall this book, particularly in its critiques of development, makes
a valuable contribution to interdisciplinary research in African studies
and specifically to the fields of social history and economic and political

anthropology.
Susan Rasmussen
University of Houston
Houston, Texas
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Jeanne Penvenne’s Women, Migration and the Cashew Economy in Southern
Mozambique is an empirically rich history of labor, gender, and the colonial
economy of Lourenco Marques (today Maputo) in the final decades of
Portuguese colonial rule. Based on extensive interviews with former cashew
workers, as well as wide-ranging research into the colonial archives, Penvenne’s
book fills a significant gap within the history of Mozambique while offering
important correctives to some of African labor history’s underexamined
assumptions. The most important of these interventions is Penvenne’s persua-
sive argument against the enduring focus on specific types of predominantly
male labor. The androcentric equation of labor with men dominated official
colonial ideology, was reflected by the documents that colonial officials gener-
ated, and has since been reproduced by postcolonial scholars, in a way that
has frequently rendered women’s labor all too invisible. As Penvenne notes,
this distorted approach occludes the reality that women’s labor was essential
within the colonial economy. Penvenne’s study examines the interlocking
worlds of household, gift, industrial, and informal economies—what she
terms the “whole cloth” of the history of cashew production—to demonstrate
women’s fundamental role within the cashew industry, and by extension, the
economy and society that the cashew industry helped support.

Penvenne begins her study with an introduction that lays out the book’s
overarching arguments and the broad historical context of late colonial
Mozambique and southern Africa. In the second half of the introduc-
tion she undertakes a comprehensive analysis of the conditions under
which she interviewed former cashew workers, as well as the methodolog-
ical and philosophical questions that the interviews generated. The first
chapter discusses the history of “contestation” around cashews during the
twentieth century, particularly the production and sale of cashew liquor—
an industry in which women were central players. The second and third
chapters use the history of the cashew factory at Tarana between World War
IT and independence to examine the work experiences and migratory
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