
maintain it. Against this background, the role of stipendiary clergy, in declining
numbers, will clearly be different in the future, with a greater focus on manage-
ment and enabling lay ministry. In rural areas, this not only presents issues in
training and preparation of clergy but also with attracting young clergy to posts
in the first place, away from the suburban and urban parishes in which most
found their calling. In contrast, the Bishop of Birmingham, the Rt Revd David
Urquhart, focused on the particulars of innovative mission in the multicultural,
primarily urban setting of his diocese, with particular reference to a new style of
ecumenism he saw emerging. Local churches are coming together to face the
joint challenge of reshaping mission, with a joint understanding that what
has worked in the past may not work today.

All the speakers gave much to ponder, and a series of small-group sessions
culminated in a Sunday morning plenary session chaired by Dr Will Adam
and summed up by the Rt Revd John Gladwin. Delegates departed with a
deeper understanding of what can be attained within and through the current
legal structures available, and how these might be used imaginatively to face
the challenges of the future.
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The Fourteenth Colloquium of Anglican and Roman Catholic Canon Lawyers
took place at the General Curia of the Order of Friars Minor, Rome, from 26
to 27 April 2013, where we enjoyed a characteristic Franciscan warm welcome
and exceptional hospitality. The theme chosen for this year’s Colloquium was
‘Teaching canon law’ in the two traditions. Representing the Anglican
Communion were Professor Norman Doe, Anthony Jeremy, Professor Mark
Hill QC, the Revd Dr Will Adam and Stephen Slack. From the Catholic
Church the participants were Fr James Conn SJ, Fr Robert Ombres OP, Fr
Fintan Gavin and Fr Aidan McGrath OFM, Secretary General of the Order of
Friars Minor and our host.
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Fr Robert Ombres presented a very enlightening paper in which he offered a
sketch of how canon law was taught and studied in medieval universities, with
particular reference to Ireland and Wales. He showed that many of the struc-
tures, degree titles and concepts we associate with canon law today have their
origin in medieval times. It was interesting to note how much our two traditions
hold in common, dating back to these times.

Professor Norman Doe, in a very comprehensive paper entitled ‘The teaching
of church law and polity today: a global ecumenical perspective’, was able to
establish through his own research what regulatory instruments churches
use, such as charters, constitutions and statutes.2 He then explored the educat-
ive role that law plays in the different traditions, as well as the requirement or
not to study church law and polity in ministerial formation. He went on to
outline the various approaches to content and style of courses of study in
church law. His presentation showed the richness and the diversity of approach
among the different Christian churches.

Dr Will Adam presented a paper on the teaching of canon law in the Anglican
Communion, showing that there is quite a diversity in terms of both content and
the amount of canonical training that clergy of the Anglican Communion
receive. He concluded that expertise in legal matters is more likely to be
found outside the clergy, and he suggested that there seems to be a preference
in Anglicanism for such matters to be handled by lawyers rather than by clergy.

This was complemented by Stephen Slack’s paper on ‘Canon law and the
work of the Ministry Division of the Archbishops’ Council of the Church of
England’. Among the responsibilities of the Ministry Division is the setting of
church-wide standards, the promotion of the development of best practice in
training and formation development and, through its quality assurance work,
checking that church-wide standards are maintained and encouraging training
providers to develop best practice. Addressing himself to canon law he found
that, while no specific requirement is made for the study of canon law, one of
the learning outcomes deemed by the bishops as necessary for the office of
deacon at the point of ordination is that candidates should ‘demonstrate famili-
arity with the legal, canonical and administrative responsibilities appropriate to
the newly ordained and those working under supervision’. He noted that it is
rare for canon law to be taught as a subject in its own right, and concluded
with suggestions for ways in which the Church of England might strengthen
the study and practice of canon law using a variety of means.

Professor James Conn, in his presentation on ‘The teaching of canon law in
the (Roman) Catholic Church’, began by outlining the various pieces of legis-
lation and administrative norms from the Apostolic See and of local bishops’

2 A version of this paper is published in this issue as N Doe, ‘The Teaching of Church Law: An
Ecumenical Exploration Worldwide’, (2013) 15 Ecc LJ 267–292.
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conferences, which have governed the teaching of canon law in the Catholic
Church at its various levels. He showed the systematic and almost uniform
way that canon law is taught in the Roman Catholic Church throughout the
world. There was much discussion about the contrast between this almost
uniform and systematic approach to canon law in the Catholic Church, which
is still predominantly, but not exclusively, the preserve of the clergy, and the
much more diverse approach in the different Christian traditions presented
by Professor Doe and more specifically in the Church of England, as highlighted
in Dr Adam’s and Mr Slack’s presentations.

We had two short presentations on ‘The education role of the Canon Law
Society of Great Britain and Ireland’, by Fr Aidan McGrath, and ‘The role of
the Ecclesiastical Law Society in the teaching of canon law’, by Professor Mark
Hill. It was found that the two have similar roles in supporting the education
of canon lawyers in their respective traditions. The means employed are also
very similar through the holding of conferences and seminars and the pro-
duction of journals/newsletters and other publications.

Other highlights of the Colloquium were a dinner at the residence of the
British Ambassador to the Holy See hosted by the Ambassador, Mr Nigel
Baker, and an invitation to lunch at the Pontifical Irish College, Rome. The
Colloquium was ecumenism in action, with honest and respectful sharing
from both traditions in relation to canon law and teaching, highlighting many
of the things that we hold in common and exploring some areas where our tra-
ditions are quite different, which helped us to come to a better understanding of
each.

It was decided that the Fifteenth Colloquium will be held in London in March
2014 with the general theme of ‘Counsel and consent’.

doi:10.1017/S0956618X13000513

3 5 8 C O N F E R E N C E R E P O R T S

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0956618X13000513 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0956618X13000513

