
from scholars like Gunnar Myrdal, W.E.B. Du Bois, and Derrick Bell. Painstakingly
researched, Burkholder seems to have left few stones unturned. Sources include
newspapers, research studies, court cases, the NAACP papers, school board
records, and a plethora of secondary sources. She manages the varying viewpoints
of white conservatives, moderates, and liberals as well as Black nationalists, inte-
grationists, moderates, civil rights leaders, and Black power advocates.
Burkholder also simplifies a complex history with excellent writing, representative
vignettes, and amplified voices of scholars, leaders, teachers, parents, and students.

Inevitably, even the most comprehensive studies may fail to feature every example
or city. Burkholder deftly chooses representative samples to demonstrate both support
for and opposition to integration. Such an approach can also lead to some viewpoints
receiving minimal coverage. It would have been useful to see more coverage of Black
nationalism in the earlier eras as well as more Black views of community control.
Finally, perhaps the study should have ended prior to the contemporary period,
because the examples beyond 2007 are limited. These are all minor points of
preference rather than critiques.

So much of the history of northern Black education is only found in case studies or
limited to certain eras. This study is timely, extensive, and a major contribution to the
history of African American education. More significantly, it reminds us that both
strategies of integration and separation were thoughtful responses in the various his-
torical contexts. Certainly, Black people should be integrated into the larger society to
fulfill their roles as citizens, claim the luxuries of freedom, and avoid underfunded
and inequitable education. They should also be free to value an education in
Black-controlled spaces where students can be nurtured and cultivated to their high-
est potential, as Vanessa Siddle Walker has argued. Throughout the back-and-forth
between these strategies, white supremacy has truncated both responses. The value
of these continued debates is evidence that Black people are unwilling to sit back
and allow white supremacy to continue unabated.
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Christopher Getowicz
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In her 2020 History of Education Society Presidential Address, Dr. Yoon K. Pak
insisted, “What must be done better is to question the framing of educational research
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that now maintains a Black/Brown vs. White/Asian binary.”1 Dr. Sharon Lee’s An
Unseen Unheard Minority is a step towards addressing this necessary task. In her
study of Asian American student activism at the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign, Lee exposes the extent of the absence of Asian American
experiences in education history research.

Lee’s book is a critical intervention in challenging the racial binary in the histori-
ography. Lee dispels the notions that proportionate representation and the
model-minority myth indicate Asian American students have achieved parity by doc-
umenting the long and diverse efforts of Asian American student activists
(p. 117-18). The book locates students at Illinois in a local, regional, and national
context of struggles for Asian American higher education rights in the postwar era.
Drawing from a well of oral history exceeding fifty interviews, Lee documents the
experiences of “racial purgatory” (p. 32) experienced by Asian American students
struggling on campus with both being subject to a racial binary and being routinely
mistaken as an international student (p. 41). Overlooked by equity and diversity pro-
grams aiming to achieve proportionate statistical representation, Asian American stu-
dents insisted on advocating for their own distinct educational needs and insisting on
the right to have those needs met (p. 116). Complicating this activism and advocacy
is the diversity within those categorized as Asian Americans.

Intragroup diversity and the regular turnover of student communities through
graduations meant that forming and maintaining a pan-Asian American community
was a constant challenge. Over three decades, from the 1970s through the 1990s, stu-
dent organizations such as the Asian American Alliance, Asian Council, Asian
American Artists Collective, Asian American Association, and Asian Pacific
American Coalition formed and dissolved, but each expressed an increasingly
pan-Asian American identity in student activism. These groups regularly utilized a
combination of social and cultural events in conjunction with political education
to organize Asian American students at Illinois. These organizations emerged from
students representing a variety of overlapping affiliations with other ethnically specific
organizations, demonstrating the diversity of students who identified as Asian
Americans. While the activism undertaken by these student organizations varied
over the course of the decades between the 1970s and 1990s, several demands
remained consistent.

As early at 1971 Asian American students on campus at the University of Illinois
were demanding academic enrichment, a program of Asian American studies, and a
student cultural center. These demands always coincided with Asian American stu-
dents’ involvement with broader coalitions of student activism focused on issues
including the War in Vietnam and racism and discrimination on campus. Lee doc-
uments the way that Asian American activists adopted a distinct “variety of strategies”
and “various forms of activism” over time (p. 90). For example, in the 1990s students
came together to form the Asian-Pacific American Coalition to Combat Oppression,
Racism, and Discrimination (ACCORD) and demonstrated their solidarity with coa-
litions of students demonstrating against Columbus Day, protesting the racist Chief

1Yoon K. Pak, “‘Racist Blind, Not Color-Blind’ by Design: Confronting Systematic Racism in Our
Educational Past, Present, and Future,” History of Education Quarterly 6, no. 2 (May 2021), 138.
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Illiniwek mascot, and in support of Latinx student sit-in protests (p. 83-85). Asian
American students increasingly organized “across organizational lines” under a ban-
ner of “Unity Thru Diversity” (p. 91-93) to advocate for their own educational needs.
They established an alternative orientation called “Asiantation” (p. 105), and utilized
petitions and legal strategies to continue pressuring the university to address their
demands to be seen and heard after three decades of protest. This long struggle of
Asian American student activism bore fruit in 2000 when the university established
an Asian American Studies Program (which was made a department in 2021) and
approved an Asian American Cultural Center in 2003 (p. 113-14).

Students at Illinois also collaborated with and cultivated a regional and national
network of Asian American student activists. The students initiated the formation
of the Midwest Asian American Student (MAAS) network and Midwest Asian
American Student Union (MAASU) and transformed their campus community
into a center of student activism, bringing together students across the Midwest for
years at an annual conference hosted at the university (p. 72-75). These organizations
brought students at Illinois together with Asian American activists like Paul Brock
from the University of Connecticut, forming networks that yielded increasingly
sharp critiques of statistical “parity” used to establish student (under)representation
(p. 94-95). These networks also demonstrated the capacity for coordination of polit-
ical action across campuses and beyond campus or regional limits, as when, in 1995,
Asian American students at Northwestern University outside Chicago went on hun-
ger strike, inciting similar protests on the coasts at Stanford, Columbia, and Princeton
(p. 104-5). Such events demonstrate how, by the 1990s, Asian American students at
Illinois and across the nation were demanding education rights and recognition.

An Unseen Unheard Minority follows other studies of student activism at Illinois,
including Joy Ann Williamson-Lott’s Black Power on Campus (2003) and Michael
Metz’s Radicals in the Heartland (2019). Lee’s research also adds to work such as
Karen Ishizuka’s Serve the People: Making Asian America in the Long Sixties
(2016) and the edited volume Mountain Movers: Student Activism and the
Emergence of Asian American Studies (2019). This book is a valuable addition to
them by addressing overlooked student communities and the variety of alternative
forms of student activism they deployed. It extends historical inquiry in higher edu-
cation student activism to consider the long three-decade struggle of Asian American
students demanding to be seen and heard. As Williamson-Lott writes in the foreword
of Lee’s book, “No matter the decade, student activism has been the catalyst that has
forced institutions of higher education to wrestle with the divide between their reality
as oppressive spaces and the promise of what they could become” (p. x).

Lee’s significant study of Asian American student activism at Illinois raises critical
questions for historical education researchers and stresses the need for further inquiry
into local, regional, and national histories of Asian American educational experiences.
The history of racialization, discrimination, segregation, exclusion, and internment of
Asian American and indigenous Pacific Islander students has yet to be adequately
considered in the existing analytical binary. Lee’s book adds rich material to the grow-
ing body of research on the long struggles for Asian American rights that have
insisted on the importance of the cases of Tape v. Hurley (1885) and Lum v. Rice
(1927) and, in education history, the cases of Guey Hueng Lee v. Johnson (1971)
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and Lau v. Nichols (1974). Lee’s work exposes absences and suggests new opportuni-
ties to further collapse the racial binary in education history research.
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Dilemma: Schools, Mexicans, and the Nature of Jim
Crow, 1912–1953

Albany: SUNY Press, 2021. 192 pp.

Philis M. Barragán Goetz

Texas A&M University
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In 1944, Gunnar Myrdal published An American Dilemma: The Negro Problem and
Modern Democracy, a study of race, inequality, and the “American Creed.” Though he
focused on Black-White race relations, Myrdal noted that throughout the United
States, wherever ethnic Mexicans lived, they experienced social, political, and eco-
nomic exclusion similar to that of African Americans. Using this observation as an
entry point for analyzing ethnic Mexican education in the pre-Brown era, Rubén
Donato and Jarrod Hanson’s excellent collection, The Other American Dilemma:
Schools, Mexicans, and the Nature of Jim Crow, 1912-1953, brings together previously
published yet recently revised articles that, taken as a whole, provide “a more coher-
ent, complicated, and connected story” of ethnic Mexican and African American edu-
cation histories (10).

The Other American Dilemma makes two key interventions in Mexican American
educational historiography. Drawing on a wide array of primary sources from Kansas,
Louisiana, Texas, Colorado, and Mexico, Donato and Hanson argue that the experi-
ences of ethnic Mexicans were, in fact, similar to that of African Americans, and they
take a relational approach to understanding how “communities engaged in attempts
to ‘race’ the Mexican population . . . to maintain social control” (4). Though Jim Crow
and Juan Crow looked much alike in daily life, the framework for justifying each one
was different. Legislation at the state level explicitly outlined, supported, and main-
tained a Black-White segregated society. There was no legal framework for segregat-
ing ethnic Mexicans on the basis of race, at least not in the same manner as that of
segregating African Americans. Juan Crow “evolved in a way where laws did not have
to be ratified in order to foster their [ethnic Mexicans’] separation” (4).

The majority of the scholarship on Mexican American educational history focuses
on the Southwest, especially Texas and California. Throughout the region, public
school administrators proclaimed that the segregation of ethnic Mexican children
was tied to their pedagogical needs, that Mexican children could not speak English
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