
immediately after the Mother of God, seems to me to reflect the anaphora of the
Byzantine rite. These are, however, scarcely even blemishes in a painstakingly
careful edition.

ANDREW LOUTHDURHAM UNIVERSITY

Charters of Chertsey Abbey. (Anglo-Saxon Charters, .) Edited by S. E. Kelly. Pp. xxi +
. Oxford: Oxford University Press (for the British Academy), . £.
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The minster at Chertsey was founded by Eorcenwald, later bishop of London, in
about . It came close to destruction at the time of the Danish invasions in
the late ninth century, when, according to the house’s own memory, preserved
in a thirteenth-century cartulary and printed here (pp. –), ninety monks
(or more) were slain and the church and monastic buildings were razed. The com-
munity was refounded, as a regular Benedictine monastery, in . It was worth
around £ in : in Knowles’s ‘league table’ in his volume on the monastic
order it is in fifteenth place, struggling to stay in the First Division. This volume,
a short but none the less very welcome addition to the British Academy
Anglo-Saxon Charters series, is the story of the monks’ struggle. It prints just
sixteen charters, the majority of them royal diplomas, with the other texts includ-
ing four vernacular writs of Edward the Confessor. Of this total only four are
accepted as authentic as they stand. As the texts are dissected and discussed,
with the editor’s customary skill, what is at first sight a surprising evaluation is
offered: ‘the Chertsey forger or forgers had access to a significant quantity of
pre-Conquest documentation’ (p. ). So what happened to this early archive?
The answer suggested to that question might seem no less surprising. The loss of
material was most likely due not to the ravaging Danes but to the monks them-
selves, and behind them the demands of a royal chancery that had no time for
the niceties of diplomatic. The forgers’ title-deeds were, it is suggested, grants of
individual properties made to individual laymen; these would not be accepted as
evidence of title, and so from them the monks concocted wholesale confirmations
in favour of the monastery. This is a satisfying volume. As the series editor, Nicholas
Brooks, who sadly did not live to see the volume published, stated in his foreword, it
‘provides a splendid foundation for local scholars to develop their understanding
of Surrey History’ (p. v).

EDMUND KINGUNIVERSITY OF SHEFFIELD

Contested treasure. Jews and authority in the crown of Aragon. By Thomas W. Barton.
(Iberian Encounter and Exchange, –, .) Pp. xix +  incl. 
maps. University Park, PA: The Pennsylvania State University Press, .
$..     
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This book tackles the vexed problem of the relationship between medieval Jews
and the lords under whose jurisdiction they lived. In medieval Germany the
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kings/emperors used terms such as ‘cameram nostram attineant’ (‘pertain to our
chamber’: Henry IV in ; Frederick I in ) and ‘servi camere nostre’ (‘servi
of our chamber’: Frederick II in ) to articulate the special relationship that
they claimed to have with the Jews to whom they granted privileges. In 
Frederick stated that all Jews ‘ad fiscum imperatoris pertinent’ (‘belong to the
emperor’s fisc’); in  Frederick II denoted that all Jews in his lands were the
servi of the emperor’s chamber. In Iberia the assignation, ‘servi regis et fisco depu-
tati’ (‘servi of the king and entrusted to his treasury’) had already been used in the
Fueros of Teruel (c. ) and Cuenca (c. ). This kind of terminology, which
included the word servi, has spawned a great deal of research on what is called in
the literature ‘Jewish chamber serfdom’. It has been argued that the medieval use
of the term servi does not necessarily denote serfdom or servitude. Rather, it
denotes service in general which can be, but by no means has to be, demeaning.
Medieval society was built on the concept of service from the highest service to
God to the lowliest, demeaning service of slaves to the masters who owned them.

Contested treasure is not so much interested in the ambiguous meanings of the
term servi as in the extent to which the royal language concerning Jewish service
translated into effectual control over Jews in the Crown of Aragon. In many ways
this book is an Aragonese rejoinder to William Chester Jordan’s work on the
Capetians and, for example, Alfred Haverkamp’s work on the Jews of Ashkenaz.
Jordan demonstrated how the French crown used its rulings concerning Jews as
one of many ways to expand and consolidate its power over the French magnates.
When Philip Augustus expelled the Jews from France in , only the Jews of the
Ile de France were affected. The expulsion of Jews in  by Philip IV affected
most (not all) areas of what is now is France. Haverkamp and others have
argued persuasively how misleading it is to write the history of the Jews of medieval
Germany from the sole perspective of the relationship between Jews and the kings/
emperors. Jewish lives were equally, if not more, affected by the relationships
between Jewish communities and the civic government of the cities that Jews inhab-
ited as well as the local lords under whose jurisdiction these cities fell. A web of
interlinking jurisdictions impinged on Jews; nor should one ignore the agency
that Jews themselves had in negotiating between competing authorities. In a
similar vein Thomas Barton argues how important it is to study Christian-Jewish
relations in Aragon within the framework of the complicated history of governance
in the kingdom. All too easily scholars have assumed that the terminology of servi
regis meant that the crown actually held sway over all Jews of the kingdom. It did
not. For much of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries Aragon was a patchwork
of seigniorial lordships. Barton illustrates this most effectively by focusing on the
position of the Jews in Tortosa within the full context of the city’s complicated re-
lationship with the crown.

Tortosa was captured from the Muslims at the end of ; the new Jewish com-
munity dates from . An earlier Jewish community had petered out in the elev-
enth century as the caliphate fell apart and the rule of the Almoravids took force.
The Jewish settlers were granted a settlement charter by Count-Prince Ramon
Berenguer IV just as Christians and Muslims were given theirs. Interestingly, the
‘Jewish’ charter was remarkably unspecific about the exact nature of the legal
status of the Jews and their legal relations with the rest of the town. Tortosa was
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a frontier city and initially it was meant to fall under comital/royal control. But
from the start the presence of the Templars was strong as well as of baronial fam-
ilies such as the Montcadas. Templar seigniorial activity steadily increased as
Ramon’s successor, Alfons I, gave the Templars ever more rights in exchange for
financial support, culminating in the Templars gaining control over Tortosa and
its surroundings in  with the exception of the regalia. In Contested treasure
Barton examines what the implications of this were for the Jews of the city. Who
had jurisdiction over them? The king? The Templars? The commune as customary
law evolved? No hard and fast rules emerge from the sources as the crown contin-
ued to develop the principles of its Jewish policy and as Jaume I made concerted
efforts to regain royal power in Tortosa from  onwards. Things were not
even completely settled when Jaume II regained control over Tortosa by granting
the Templars jurisdiction over a number of places in Valencia. Throughout this
examination Barton makes plain how the issue of Christian jurisdiction over
Jews must be studied within the wider framework of the evolution of royal authority
and its interaction with local power structures. Conversely, historians of govern-
ance in Iberia can learn much by looking at the position of Jews (and Muslims)
in the evolving Christian kingdoms of the peninsula. This approach yields a
much more nuanced image of Iberia than is usually given. My only quibble with
this excellent book is the lack of the full texts of the crucial legal documents
that it cites; it would have been so useful to have had these in an appendix, espe-
cially for those who wish to delve even further in the exact meaning of words used
to tease out the nuances that the terminology might convey. But this is no way
detracts from the fact that this is a valuable book for students and scholars alike.

ANNA SAPIR ABULAFIALADY MARGARET HALL,
OXFORD

Peter of Cornwall’s Book of revelations. By Robert Easting and Richard Sharpe. (Studies
and Texts, . British Writers of the Middle Ages and the Early Modern
Period, .) Pp. xvi + . Toronto: PIMS Publications/Oxford: Bodleian
Library, . $.     ;     
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Amongst the greater icebergs of unpublished twelfth-century compendia, those by
Peter of Cornwall, his Pantheologus (approaching one million words) and his Liber
reuelationum (about half that length) float in undisputed magnificence. Yet, as the
editors of this volume explain, enough of Peter’s Liber has already been chipped
away into modern editions that, with a little re-hammering, the entire book can
be assembled here as an edition, in part calendar, in part facing-page Latin and
English text. The results will horrify those of Germanic sensibility, convinced
that only a word by word transcription will do. Those meanwhile who are
curious to gain access to a text of great but intermittent interest will offer
Sharpe and Easting nothing but thanks and praise. Born in about , Peter
was a Cornishman who entered the Augustinian priory of Holy Trinity Adgate.
There he joined the broader intellectual milieu of Gilbert Foliot and the schools
of St Paul’s. Elected prior of Holy Trinity in , and therefore head of house
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