
Private chapels with consecrated altars functioned as places for private and familial devo-
tion but may also have been, in some cases, ostentatious demonstrations for external
audiences of the owners’ piety and conformity with tradition. Putting a devotional
fresco on the outside of one’s palace or placing a majolica sculpture over the entrance
would suggest to the broader public the piety of the home’s inhabitants. This interface
between private and public devotion is considered by several authors.

These essays demonstrate that in Northern Italy between 1300 and 1600 the impor-
tance of devotion at home can be well documented. The individuals and families who
commissioned these fascinating objects and their intended spaces—rooms, niches, stor-
age cupboards—each had a vision of what would be helpful in fulfilling their devotional
needs and aspirations. The prayerful or meditative experience that these objects and
spaces supported, however, remains private and beyond our understanding.

David G. Wilkins, Duquesne University, Rome
doi:10.1017/rqx.2021.140

La Disfida di Barletta e la fine del Regno: Coscienza del presente e percezione del
mutamento tra fine Quattrocento e inizio Cinquecento. Fulvio Delle Donne and
Victor Rivera Magos, eds.
I libri di Viella 324. Rome: Viella, 2019. 224 pp. €27.

On 13 February 1503, thirteen Italian knights met thirteen French knights in the
Apulian countryside in a tournament later called the Disfida di Barletta. The tourna-
ment, taking place during the height of the Italian Wars that engulfed the peninsula,
ended in the defeat of the overconfident French knights. This collection of essays, edited
by Fulvio Delle Donne and Victor Rivera Magos, explores the social and cultural impact
of the Disfida on the Kingdom of Naples and especially its historical memory in the
consciousness of Neapolitan elite in the early modern era. Eschewing nationalistic read-
ings of Disfida, so common in the nineteenth century and Fascist era, the eleven essays
in this collection place the Disfida in the larger context of Mediterranean history and in
the milieu of a European-wide culture of chivalry, which pervaded the ethos of the
Italian elite. Moreover, many of the essays in this volume argue for the Disfida’s sym-
bolic role in the transition in Naples from Aragonese rule to Spanish governance under
the viceroyalty. And symbolic is the key term here since several of the authors, while
demonstrating political and governmental continuity in this transition, argue that a
deep-rooted nostalgia for Aragonese regno permeated the historical memory of the
Neapolitan nobility throughout the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.

The majority of the essays focus on the historical memory of the Disfida, using a
wide variety of contemporary chronicles, histories, and collections of poems—the
most cited in the volume being the collection of Latin and Italian poems celebrating
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the event, the Successo de lo combattimento delli tredici italiani e tredici francesi, first pub-
lished in 1547 and reprinted in 1633. The essays provide a variety of historical perspec-
tives that range from Peter Savy’s study of French chroniclers who intentionally
downplayed the Disfida and the loss of national pride at the hands of the Italians to
Francesco Storti’s examination of the ethos of honor, valor, and military prowess
among Italian mercenaries in the Italian Wars. Taken as a whole, the volume demon-
strates how a unique culture of chivalry and humanism, rooted in both rural and urban
values, permeated the mentality of Neapolitan elites despite the challenges wrought by
the Italian Wars and the advent of new military technologies.

Examining Neapolitan institutions, both Giovanni Muto and Francesco Senatore
argue that the bureaucratic structures and governmental elite, despite the introduction
of viceroys under Spanish rule, displayed a remarkable degree of continuity with the
Aragonese past. The ruling elite remained virtually intact, with the Spanish leaving
power in the hands of local barons and their clients. Muto, furthermore, pushes back
against the Black Legend of Spanish rule in Naples, showing that a number of Spanish
introductions in the south, such as the viceroyalty and the Inquisition, were not as dis-
ruptive as scholars have previously maintained and that, when compared to other
European regimes, they were not necessarily any more despotic or cruel. While infor-
mative, these essays, although addressing the volume’s interest in regime change, only
tangentially make connections to the impact of the Disfida on Neapolitan history.

This collection provides a useful introduction to the Disfida di Barletta from a vari-
ety of perspectives and should also stimulate discussion about social and cultural change
in Naple’s transition from Aragonese to Spanish rule and the historical memory of these
changes. Moreover, each of the essays argues for the central role of the Disfida in the
cultural memory of elites in the Kingdom of Naples. As Delle Donne argues in his intro-
ductory essay, the Disfida “is a microcosm . . . the mise en abyme at the center of the
extraordinary transformation between the two periods” (13).

John M. Hunt, Utah Valley University
doi:10.1017/rqx.2021.141X

Machiavelli and the Politics of Democratic Innovation. Christopher Holman.
Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2018. viii + 312 pp. $75.

Machiavelli and the Orders of Violence. Yves Winter.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2018. x + 230 pp. $29.99.

A number of important new studies on Machiavelli, his thought, and his works have
appeared over the past few years. The five hundredth anniversary of the Prince, for
example, gave rise to several new biographies. Additionally, the year 2021 promises
the first meeting of the International Machiavelli Society, a gathering that will spur
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