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that would indicate a state-level system. In Chapter 9, Calvo 
Trías et al. engage in a theoretically sophisticated discussion 
of personhood and agency to reframe the evidence for trade 
(or displaced objects) and hybridity in the Late Bronze Age 
of the Balearic Islands, previously viewed in terms of social 
stratification. 

Although the late prehistoric archaeology of north and 
northwest Iberia is not often considered in discussions on 
the emergence of social inequality of the Iberian Peninsula 
(partially due to the poor preservation of human remains), 
the next five chapters are notably devoted to these regions. 
In Chapter 10, Ontañón engages with structural Marxism 
to interpret the historical developments from the Neolithic 
through Bronze Age of Cantabrian Spain. This region is 
archaeologically distinctive from much of southern Spain by 
its absence of fortified settlements, which may be partially 
due to an environment unable to generate an agricultural 
surplus and more suited to livestock rearing. In Chapter 11, 
Santos Estévez discusses how rock art of northwest Iberia 
dating to the Neolithic, Bronze Age and Iron Age was used 
to legitimate or transform social formations by maintain-
ing continuities in iconographic traditions or by making 
breaks from them. Parcero Oubiña and Criado Boado (Ch. 
12) discuss the late prehistoric archaeological record for 
northwest Iberia and seek to trace evidence for practices that 
differentiate individuals or segments of groups. Differences 
from normative practices are interpreted as resistance, much 
as Aranda Jiménez postulated for the Argaric. The Late 
Bronze Age of the northwest is revisited again in Chapter 
13 by Armada, who focuses on the role of ideology in the 
maintenance of social inequality, noting, however, that social 
inequality was at a low level in the northwest owing to the 
limited productive capabilities of the soils. He suggests that 
warrior elites and metalsmiths performed social difference 
through feasting, manipulating objects, and reusing tombs 
with long biographies. In Chapter 14, Sastre and Sánchez-
Palencia address the Iron Age castro societies of northwest 
Iberia and, specifically, the production of metallurgy. Their 
work highlights an interesting tension in these societies, in 
which expressions of social difference were available (such 
as the famous gold torques), but were used, the authors 
argue, to mark affiliation to local communities. 

The final three case studies deal with time periods 
and regions of Spain that were more closely integrated 
into the states of the Mediterranean world. In Chapter 15, 
Delgado discusses the abrupt changes to the social land-
scape that began in the eleventh century bc in Andalucia 
and constituted the creation of the Tartessian world. These 
took the form of acts of destruction of stelae and their 
‘invisibilization’ in new contexts associated with feasting 
and communal ritual centres. González Wagner, in Chapter 
16, also examines the political economy of Tartessos, and 
draws on ideas of acculturation to understand how elites 
engaged and fashioned themselves vis-à-vis Phoenician 
colonizers, most notably by stimulating the production of 
surplus goods and intensifying metallurgical production. 
Finally, in Chapter 17, Ruiz and Molinos trace the social 
dynamics of the Iberians of southern Spain and, specifically, 
the emergence of elite prince-heroes through the perspective 
of historical materialism. 

One thing that might have contributed to strengthen-
ing this book would have been to include a few chapters 
by archaeologists arguing for the State in the Copper and 
Bronze Ages (Lull, Nocete, etc.). Nevertheless, The Prehistory 
of Iberia is an essential book for all archaeologists interested 
in the diverse historical trajectories of ancient societies and 
the ways that social difference were marked and challenged 
in the ancient past. 
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Amarna, the ancient Akhetaten and capital of the ‘heretic’ 
king Akhenaten, is a hot spot of Egyptian Archaeology 
and catches the imagination of archaeologists, theologians 
and enthusiasts alike. Expectations are high when Barry 
Kemp, a leading Egyptian Archaeologist working at the site 
since 1977, presents his view on Amarna. The publication 
of City of Akhenaten and Nefertiti coincides with the 100th 
anniversary of the discovery of the bust of queen Nefertiti 
celebrated in a special exhibition in Berlin. Nefertiti is, 
however, not the inspiration for the book although the 
bust is mentioned in a comment on the unfortunate con-
sequences of find distribution on pages 12–13. Rather, the 
book is a lavishly illustrated synthesis of the archaeology 
of Amarna based on the author’s first-hand knowledge of 
the site and a reflection of his long-standing engagement 
with reconstructing social life at Akhtetaten (Kemp 1977). 
Excavated originally in the late nineteenth and first half 
of the twentieth centuries, the site still suffers from old 
reports focusing on architecture and artwork on standing 
buildings with patchy information on the find context of 
objects. Due to his work at Amarna, studies on fresh mate-
rial, museum objects, and digging archives, and thanks to 
an imaginative archaeological mind Kemp is able to revive 
what he had called ‘Egypt in microcosm’ in a previous 
publication (1989, 261–317).

Readers interested in the conceptual framework of 
the book will appreciate the summary of major themes on  
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pages 19 and 20. Perhaps one can try to condense the 
agenda even further into two essential lines of thoughts. 
Both arguably define counterintuitive perspectives on 
Amarna with wider implications for Egyptian Archaeology. 
The first relates to the urban nature of Akhetaten. While a 
vast archaeological site running over six kilometres from 
the South Suburb to the North City and five kilometres 
from the cultivation to the Eastern desert mountain (not 
to mention the wider area delineated by the boundary 
stelae), Kemp argues that Amarna functioned socially like 
a web of villages each clustering around a large estate of 
a high official. The estates, he says, developed into nodes 
of individual neighbourhoods formed over a short period 
of time according to the standard model of social life in 
Egypt, i.e. the village community. Kemp takes the argument 
further and claims that Ancient Egypt as a whole with all its 
splendid monuments and imperial grandeur is the output 
of a society whose mind operated throughout the millennia 
in the village horizon (p. 47). The second dominant idea 
of the book undermines the notion of Amarna as the built 
vision of Akhenaten’s theological program. Royal initiative 
is only one part of the story, Kemp argues. He emphasizes 
the bricolage nature of the site and foregrounds the responses 
of individuals to a loosely defined master plan within the 
range of resources available. Kemp calls it self-organization 
and sees the individual villages as the main economic and 
organizational units. On a wider level, social engineering 
which can easily impose itself as a dominant feature of 
pharaonic archaeology on the modern perception of Egyp-
tian architecture and town planning was only superficial 
and perhaps even not intended or possible beyond a rather 
limited reach of royal control (pp. 163, 168). This framework 
comes through especially in Chapters 1 ‘Building a Vision’, 
5 ‘City of People’ and 8 ‘What Kind of City?’.

The author departs from an account of the intellectual 
foundations of the city layout (Chapter 1), sets Akhenaten’s 
vision against the landscape and building materials used 
(Chapter 2), and then discusses successively different 
archaeological contexts, from temples and palaces over 
private houses to shrines and non-royal tombs (Chapters 
3–7). In all instances, the primary interest is in people rather 
than buildings or objects, although text, illustrations and 
captions offer rich information on archaeological details. 
To pick some examples, Kemp shows that above-ground 
quarries and holes in the desert attest to people extracting 
stone and mud from the desert off the official sources (pp. 62, 
69–70). He suggests that the large courts in the Great Aten 
temple and the palace might have been used by the crowds 
for picnicking turning their role as both producers and 
dependent beneficiaries within the royal temple economy 
into a physical experience (pp. 117, 146). He explains the 
similar outlook of houses other than state-planned villas as 
the result of peer observation where people take decisions 
by imitating the behaviour of their neighbours (pp. 166, 
180). Chapter 6, ‘The Quality of Life’, looks at the sensual 
experience of material life in houses. Living meant in the 
first place sitting or working on the ground which explains 
why surfaces of stools, tables, benches etc. are generally 
lower than in modern European houses (p. 199). Health 
issues lie at the heart of life in houses, especially efforts to 

avoid bad smells originating from sewage and waste (p. 
206). Things, rather than words, are the major currency for 
displaying status, and the excitement for and management 
of things led to private object caches being dug beneath 
house floors (pp. 212–18). The skeletal remains from the 
recently excavated South Tombs cemetery, the only direct 
source for bioanthropological analysis of living conditions 
at Amarna, shows that less-off people were able to, but 
rarely did achieve the age of fifty years and suffered from 
a bunch of diseases and injuries, some of which resulting 
perhaps from penalty (pp. 227–9). Chapter 7, ‘Spiritual Life 
at Amarna’, has a long section on family ancestor cults, a 
blind spot in royal theology labelled Atenism (pp. 245–56). 
Kemp argues that people might have adhered to old gods 
because Atenism lacked the kind of imaginative power 
the established religion provided (p. 256). Old gods and 
Atenism intermingled in inscriptional and visual evidence 
of coffins of ordinary people (pp. 256–63). In Chapter 8, 
‘What Kind of City?’, Kemp argues that G. Sjoberg’s model 
of a preindustrial city does not apply to Amarna. Rather, the 
20–50,000 inhabitants of Akhetaten lived in an ‘urban village’ 
(p. 299), i.e. an accumulation of individual neighbourhoods, 
with a thin theological superstructure governing the Egyp-
tian empire from comparatively humble mud-brick palaces.

Clearly written and inspiring throughout, the book 
invites comments and I would like to put two thoughts up 
for discussion. The Further Reading section concentrates on 
archaeology and art (add Seyfried 2012) but there are a few 
titles only on the intellectual difference Amarna theology 
made (Assmann 1995). Typical of prestigious knowledge, 
the new theology has a widely visible surface but contents 
are exclusive and access to content control is limited, a 
double-edged feature nicely reflected in Amarna’s temple 
architecture with open courts and hidden sanctuaries. From 
this perspective, only a few individuals at Amarna were 
allowed access to royal imagery and texts, e.g. in the form 
of garden shrines, house altars, amulets or private names, 
while the majority of people was by and large excluded. 
The inaccessibility of gods for people is typical of the New 
Kingdom and a result of the royal penetration into local 
cults starting in the late third millennium. A discussion of 
Amarna’s spiritual life along the lines of knowledge and 
accessibility in the long term can add to Kemp’s thoughts 
on the exclusive vs inclusive nature of the cult of the Aten 
(p. 105).

I find Kemp’s model of Amarna as a city organized 
through neighbourhoods still compelling. However, it could 
be argued that the cluster of villages is more than the sum of 
individual modules. It transforms the overall social texture 
into an urban milieu creating an awareness of something 
different from the village horizon. There is closer interaction 
between the inhabitants of different villages and among 
their patrons at Amarna than in provincial Egypt. Interaction 
of higher officials is embedded in daily peer rivalry at court, 
the latter giving access to resources and networks outside 
Egypt. Within the Ancient Egyptian settlement tradition, 
Kahun may also have been devised on the village model 
but looks very different because the large estates of patrons 
are not granted comfortable peer distance as in Amarna. 
Sjoberg’s orientalist movie version, as Kemp describes it, of 
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a preindustrial city may be a useful catalyst for portraying 
Amarna as something different. However, a comparison 
to other Ancient Egyptian settlements and a definition of 
Amarna’s potential to explore preindustrial urbanism (e.g. 
Storey 2006) are perhaps the greater challenge.

Kemp’s book is an archaeological version of micro-
history in an urban setting. It is easy to picture the inhabit-
ants of Amarna gossiping in their houses, piecing their lives 
together, and satisfying their spiritual needs in families and 
neighbourhoods. Atenism and the move to an inhospitable 
desert city required some adaptation of lifestyles but other-
wise did not categorically change the way people related to 
one another and imagined the world. More than any other 
contribution to Amarna, City of Akhenaten and Nefertiti draws 
an exciting picture of what an archaeology of people can 
contribute to the history of the human mind.
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This volume is, according to its title, about the lithic indus-
tries at La Quina. It is actually more than this. Although it 
does present the industries, it places the study of them into 
a broader site- and research-context that makes this volume 
valuable for more than those solely interested in lithics. 
The book is based upon the work of the American–French 
Cooperative Excavation Project at La Quina which was 
undertaken between 1985–1996 exploring the already well-
known site of La Quina in the Charente (France).

Chapter 1 (‘Archaeological History and Early Interpre-
tations of La Quina’) provides a critical review of work at the 
site by Dr Henri-Martin and subsequently that of his family 
in the early decades of the last century. The observational 
skills of Henri-Martin were crucial to the site becoming well 
known. He noted evidence of animal butchery, carnivore 
gnawing, and handedness of Neanderthals from dental wear. 
The chapter reproduces several old photographs and profile 
drawings which are useful in supporting the account of 
the different seasons of work. Generally, these illustrations 
are clear and well placed relative to the text they support. 
An American interest in the site began early, in 1912, when 
Charles Peabody visited. This visit led to the formation of 
a project that dug at the site for two seasons in 1921 and 
1922. Material from La Quina can now be found in several 
museums around the world.

Chapter 2 is entitled ‘The Development and Structure 
of the Cooperative Excavation Project’. It introduces and out-
lines the origins, aims and organization of the Cooperative 
Excavation Project, and reviews the stratigraphy of the site, 
comparing it with that described by earlier work. It compiles 
a refined stratigraphic, cultural and palaeoenvironmental 
sequence for the Mousterian layers of the site by focusing 
on the surviving section on the southwest face of Sector 
D. It does this by looking at the lithics, fauna, sediments 
and pollen and improves chronological understanding by 
using thermoluminesence, electron spin resonance and 
radiocarbon techniques. A series of useful illustrations of 
the site, the new work and images from the earlier profiles 
were also presented.

Chapter 3 presents the main questions to be explored 
through lithic analysis. It includes an investigation into raw 
material sources and outlines the metric attributes used 
for the statistical analysis. We learn that no obvious raw 
material sources were nearby but that the relatively size-
able collection of large flakes and racloirs chosen for specific 
study was distinctive. Lithic analysis was undertaken to 
explore correlations between typology, technology, chang-
ing conditions of environmental habitat and site structure. 
The patterns of variability that result from manufacture, use 
and reuse of artefacts were studied by depositional context.

Chapter 4, ‘The Chronological and Paleoenviron-
mental Setting of the Prehistoric Sequence at the Station 
Amont’, unfortunately presents only a partial report of the 
geoarchaeology and environmental archaeology of the site. 
The title of the volume Neandertal Lithic Industries… is clearly 
justified as there is clearly more that could be produced on 
the environmental, depositional and ecological contexts of 
the site. Palaeoclimate is inferred from the large mammal 
fauna whilst the pollen record is attenuated in the lower beds 
and is inconsistent with the fauna record in the upper ones. 
An attempt is made to correlate the sequence with Combe 
Grenal using this and the 14C and thermoluminescence dates, 
but such correlations are speculative, particularly when 
there are clear breaks in the sequences (Reynolds 1985). It 
is suggested, nonetheless, that Beds 8–6 could date between 
44–42 kya but dates reported in an unpublished thesis sug-
gest these could be 10 kya earlier. However, between pages 
85–92 Jelinek generally does a sound job of environmental 
reconstruction in the light of this restricted data set. It is 
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