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greater duration of the headaches and the somewhat greater frequency of
nausea and vomiting. G. W. T. H. FLEMING.

Causes of Epilepsy. (Arch. of Neur. and Psychiat., vol. xxvii, May, 1932.)
Cobb, S.

Fifty-six clinical causes of fits are grouped and discussed, and the author
points out that thirteen physiological mechanisms have been put forward.
It is considered likely that embryological defect and tissue destruction act by
altering neural conduction. Congestion , asphyxia, vaso-constriction and
increased intracranial pressure might all act by means of cerebral anox@emia.
Hydration and dehydration act through chemical changes. A large group
of drugs and chemicals cause convulsions by some entirely unknown
mechanism. G. W. T. H. FLEMING.

Extramural Patients with Epilepsy. (Arch. of Neur. and Psychiat. , vol. xxviii,
August, 1932.) Paskind, H. A.

The author studied 3o4 patients in private practice who had had epilepsy
for over six years, and in some instances for two, three and four decades, and
found that only 6.5% showed deterioration. The non-deteriorated patients
came from a stock less heavily burdened with neuropathy; the onset was on
the whole somewhat later, the attacks less frequent and the remissions more
frequent and longer. G. W. T. H. FLEMING.

Epilepsy and Congenital Syphilis. (Journ. of Nerv. and Ment. Dis., vol. lxxv,
May, 1932.) Menninger, K. A., and W. C.

The authors summarize the present position as expressed in the literature
as follows:

(i) There is almost uniform agreement that congenital syphilis may produce

actual anatomical alterations responsible for epileptic attacks.
(2) There is fairly general agreement that syphilis may act as a germ

poison without progressing to actual brain damage, producing a spasmophilic
diathesis.

(@)Theweightof opinionfavoursthe ideathat congenitalsyphilismaybe
a direct or indirect cause of the epileptic syndrome, which may in an uncertain
number of cases be the first, and in the others the only manifestation of the
syphilitic condition.

(@)Thereare someworkerswho,throughconservatism,do not feel that
congenital syphilis is the proved cause of cases of so-called essential or idio
pathic epilepsy, but agree that the fundamental cause is probably a develop
mental defect in the nervous system which may be syphilitic in origin.

(5) A few authors believe that epilepsy is totally unrelated to congenital
syphilis.

(6) Some workers feel that too much weight is given to the Wassermann
test, and the majority believe that syphilitic stigmata are sufficient to make a
diagnosis of congenital syphilis regardless of the Wassermann test. Despite
this, some writers base their conclusions as to the prevalence of syphilis entirely
upon the statistics of Wassermann blood tests. In some cases the positive
Wassermann test is the only sign of syphilis other than the epileptic attacks.
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