
Another group of six was given two choices:
“Death or work as a prostitute in one of the four
Japanese brothels in Semarang. Five of the girls
chose death, but were immediately informed
that if they did not change their minds their par-
ents would pay for their resistance” (p. 140). Some
victimized women found escape in madness.
Others committed suicide. In the case of the
accused eleven soldiers, one accusedwas sentenced
to death. Eight received terms of imprisonment.

Through clear writing and a fine eye for the
selection and depiction of pertinent cases,
Borch’s book has much to offer academic and
legal readers. No book is perfect, of course. The
author, in my opinion, is too quick to find virtu-
ous explanations for questionable temporary
court-martial practices. One may argue, for exam-
ple, with his assertion that subordinates who car-
ried out unlawful orders involving mass murders
merited leniency because they were only following
orders (p. 108). Or that unsworn written state-
ments, the sole evidence leading to multiple
death sentences, were acceptable because they
underscored the gravity of the charged offenses
(p. 141). But these are exceptions to the author’s
sound legal judgments in a book documenting
many arguable legal situations.

Any western condemnation of temporary
courts-martial might first consider American
courts-martial of German POWs after World
War II. The Mauthausen court-martial, for
instance, in which sixty-one Nazis were tried in
a single trial resulting in forty-nine executions.14

Or the Dachau court-martial that resulted in
thirty-six of forty defendants being hanged.15 As
guilty as those accused may have been, beatings
and othermistreatment that producedmuch pros-
ecution evidence should not be overlooked.

Borch’s text highlights the need filled by 1949
Geneva Convention III Article 102, requiring
that, today, prisoners of war be tried by the
same courts and same procedure as members of
the armed forces of the Detaining Power. This

is a powerful book that those interested in the
academic literature of World War II, the law of
war, or the frailty of man, should read.

GARY SOLIS

Georgetown University Law Center
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