
I do not think that anyone in Italy has looked at the relationship between religion and
the right in contemporary Italy from a historical perspective, or ‘in the round’. The focus
has, rather, been on specific parties and groups, or the response of these parties and groups
in public debates on issues of relevance to religious beliefs — like voluntary euthanasia,
bio-ethics, same-sex marriage and so on. Because I chose to approach my research in
the way I did, it has revealed the extent of continuities between the 1930s situation
that I studied as a research student, and that of today, despite the enormous changes
that have taken place in terms of religious allegiances, secularization and, of course, the
political landscape between times. This is the one thing I did not expect. It suggests the
remarkable persistence of certain basic, religiously-inspired notions and sentiments in
Italy over the last 80–90 years.

John Pollard (2013–14)
(Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, Anglia Ruskin University;

Trinity Hall, Cambridge)
jfp32@cam.ac.uk

HUGH LAST FELLOWSHIP

doi: 10.1017/S0068246214000233

Images of Roman slavery

During my tenure as Hugh Last Fellow I made progress on the completion of a book on
slaves in Roman visual culture (Images of Roman Slavery). For this project I am collecting
and analysing images of slaves and slave life in Roman art, and setting them against the
background of the conventional historical scholarship on slavery. Although material
culture (art and archaeology broadly defined) generally has been neglected as a
potential source for understanding Roman slavery, it in fact provides scholars with
another means of approaching a subject for which ancient sources are often insufficient.
By setting this imagery in its cultural context, it is possible to explore the dynamics of
power and the display of power in Roman society through the representation of those
at the bottom of the social hierarchy. Most scenes with slaves fall into relatively
straightforward categories (for example, scenes of domestic work, serving at table), but
there are critical differences in function and emphasis, as well as degrees of ambiguity
about status and identification. Rather than develop absolute criteria of identification
where none are possible, in my study I use selected typical examples of the most
common figure types conventionally identified as servile in nature as discussion points
for their role in Roman art and for their relevance to servile existence. While in Rome,
I undertook a substantial reworking of the structure and focus of the volume, while
also making progress on several chapters. I gave a paper on an aspect of this research
as part of the lecture series for the BSR’s ‘City of Rome’ taught postgraduate course,
and I particularly enjoyed the lively discussion and subsequent interaction with the
students about their research projects.

During my time at the BSR, I was able to initiate work also on a new project in which
Roman funerary culture is combined with bioarchaeology to address the issue of vitamin
D deficiency in the Roman empire. I shall be examining Roman grave-goods from selected
cemeteries in Italy, France, Spain and the UK, while a team of physical anthropologists
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from McMaster University identifies levels of vitamin D. Our results will be correlated,
with a view to outlining the shape and variation of vitamin D deficiency across gender
and status groups within a subset of the Roman population. While in Rome I had access
to recent publications on burial assemblages in Italy, which enabled me to obtain some
necessary grounding in the current state of the question, and which will be useful
comparanda for analysing the provincial material that is part of this project. Best of all, I
was able to plunge in and take advantage of the library’s riches, as well as visiting the
city’s major museums in search of more material. The collection in the epigraphic
museum at the Baths of Diocletian goes well beyond inscriptions, and is particularly
valuable for material on Roman funerary culture; perusing the wealth of small finds over
several visits helped me make this shift in the focus of my research. As always, I found it
particularly valuable to alternate site visits with focused background research in the
library, a combination that led to an especially intense and fruitful scholarly experience.
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G.E. Street in Rome: a Victorian architect and his churches

The purpose of my research while at the BSR was to gather primary-source data on the
two Anglican churches in Rome designed by the noted Victorian architect, George
Edmund Street (1824–81). The churches are Saint Paul’s Within-the-Walls (1873–6),
via Nazionale, and All Saints’ (1880–7), via del Babuino. Both these buildings are fine
specimens of High Victorian church architecture by one of the most accomplished
English architects of the nineteenth century. Saint Paul’s, especially, is considered not
only among Street’s greatest works, but also (by the noted American architectural
historian H.-R. Hitchcock) among the best Victorian churches anywhere in the world.
They are interesting for what they tell us about religious politics in post-1870 Rome,
when non-Catholic churches were keen to locate themselves inside the old city walls, as
well as how intelligent Victorian architects went about ‘adapting’ their designs to suit
particular social and environmental contexts. In this respect there is a distinct
correspondence between the churches Street designed in Britain, Continental Europe
and the wider British world.

My research involved consulting extant contemporary correspondence, vestry minute
books (especially building committee minutes), and historic photographs and drawings
(plans). The buildings themselves were also very useful and informative sources of
information. Both churches contain vestry archives in which I worked throughout the
duration of my Fellowship. Among the more interesting preliminary findings is that
Saint Paul’s was employed as a kind of ‘Trojan Horse’ to mark out and promulgate
American liberal values in the new Rome, with funds raised and the site chosen
specifically for this purpose. Although there is not the same direct evidence for it, one
suspects that All Saints’ was invested with a similar purpose (apart from its basic
religious function). A close study of both buildings confirms that they are based almost
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