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uniqueness of human identity through the hand. Indisputably striking is the fact that both novels
script the hand as the primary sign of identity: Pip uncovers the mystery of Estella’s parentage
through her hands, while Daniel’s hidden Jewish heritage is revealed in his hands. However, the
brilliance of Capuano’s reading of Daniel Deronda, which answers long-standing questions
about Daniel’s Jewish body; arises from not from his contextualization of the novel within evo-
lutionary discourses but rather from his drawing on the mystic Jewish practice of Kabbalah,
which claims the hand as “the most visible” sign of the “Jewish soul” (173).

In contrast, when Capuano moves from the hand to handwriting as “the body fingerprint”
(236) and thus the primary method of identification, the analyses he offers are models of
smart contextualization. For example, Capuano’s examination of legal handwriting in Bleak
House (1853) in relationship to the advertisements for mechanized and manual modes of
writing published alongside the novel’s monthly parts beautifully exemplifies how advertising
and fiction reinforced each other in the nineteenth century. Similarly, his reading of Lady
Auwdley’s Secret (1862 ) makes astrong case for handwriting being set against the new and mechan-
ical. Linking Lady Audley to modernity through her mastery of train schedules and telegrams,
Capuano notes that Lady Audley’s social mobility is forestalled by Robert Audley’s ability to pos-
itively identify her through her handwriting. In both novels, the handwritten serves as a reminder
of an inimitable individuality that the machine can neither replace nor efface.

Capuano promises to expose what has been “hidden in plain sight” (11), and he makes good
on that promise. It is striking how often handwriting, as well as the hand, function as major
elements of plot in nineteenth-century British novels. For many nineteenth-century novelists,
the hand served as an important metonym through which they could explore what it meant to
be human. Historians as well as literary critics will find much to engage them in Capuano’s
well-researched and compelling inquiry into how the hand emerged in the nineteenth
century as the body part that embodies the human.

Susan Zlotnick, Vassar College
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In Protest, Definnce, and Resistance, Gilly Carr, Paul Sanders, and Louise Willmot examine non-
military resistance against the German occupiers of the Channel Islands during the Second World
War. In the summer of 1940, as Britain prepared for its “finest hour,” an entirely different expe-
rience awaited the residents of the Channel Islands. Occupied for close to five years (longer than
was much of Europe), Channel Islanders struggled with the moral choices that occupation
created. Tens of thousands were evacuated in 1940. Most of those left behind simply bided
their time and waited for liberation, but some actively or passively collaborated with the Nazi
authorities, while others (on occasion the same individuals) participated in small acts of nonmil-
itary resistance. Carr, Sanders, and Willmot explore some of these acts of resistance in a thematic
way through the use of archival sources, survivor testimony, correspondence, and newspaper
clippings that have come to light as part of the Frank Falla files, a newfound resistance archive,
discovered in 2010, that was hidden in a wardrobe for more than forty years.

While much attention has been given to the more controversial “collaborationist” aspects of
the Channel Islands’ war, historians have done little study of resistance in the islands largely
because, as the authors state, there has been “insufficient evidence of it to warrant their atten-
tion” (1). With this book they seek to overcome this shortfall. Many of the acts of resistance
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detailed in the book are small acts: symbolic resistance such as the wearing of red, white, and
blue (22-27), listening to the BBC on a crystal radio set (87), and petty thefts or acts of van-
dalism (216-18). Despite being seemingly minor acts, the consequences for such actions could
be as severe as those experienced by their more celebrated continental counterparts: that
Louisa Gould, caught sheltering a Russian slave worker (194-96), and James Houillebeq,
arrested with a German pistol in May 1944 (218-19), both died in Nazi custody in 1945 dem-
onstrates the seriousness of this kind of resistance in the eyes of the occupier.

The book appears to be a labor of love for the three historians involved, each contributing
chapters suited to their particular academic strengths. Carr’s chapters on material culture and
memory, Sanders’ chapters on governmental and economic resistance, and Willmot’s chapters
on humanitarian and women’s resistance coalesce nicely into a comprehensive exploration.
Although each has a particular writing style, both the materials and the authors’ approach to
them fit together extremely well. Carr, Sanders, and Willmot each use the terms “protest,” “defi-
ance,” and “resistance” independently, but admit that many of the acts overlap. The V-sign cam-
paign, for example, through which Islanders demonstrated against occupation by either wearing
V signs or daubing walls and signs with the symbol, can be considered an act of protest and an act
of defiance depending on the stage of the occupation at which it occurred.

The book was written to fill a gap within the existing historiography, and for that reason its
thematic approach will appeal more to an academic audience than to general readership. The
need to condense differing acts of resistance into themes also resulted in a lot of overlap. The
names and acts pertaining to the more well-known resisters, for example, appear in multiple
chapters, and the authors are cognizant that this is the case (14).

Details of many of these acts of resistance also appear elsewhere (including in Carr and
Sanders’ other publications), which means that for those already familiar with Channel
Island Occupation history some of the book will seem to cover well-trodden ground. The com-
pilation of these stories into one volume, however, is indeed unique, and the publication of this
book is both necessary and timely.

Protest, Defiance, and Resistance in the Channel Islands will undoubtedly appeal to academics
with an interest in occupation history, Holocaust studies, and resistance studies, and would be a
good choice for anyone with a particular interest in the history of the Channel Islands or Island
studies in general. However, the appeal could be much broader. Over the past two decades,
there has been a noticeable appreciation of the need to bring to light tangential “British” nar-
ratives of the Second World War. As Britons increasingly seek to nuance their understanding of
Britain’s World War II experience, moving away from the hegemonic “finest hour” narrative so
dominant in popular conception over the last seventy years, the image of British subjects par-
ticipating in acts of nonmilitary resistance against their Nazi occupiers is a striking one. Protest,
Definnce, and Resistance does not simply fill in a gap in Channel Island or occupation histori-
ography; it contributes to a more balanced and nuanced understanding of the multiple
“British” experiences of the Second World War.

Daniel Travers, Laurentian University
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Some years ago, while writing a book about neurological influences on Victorian literature, I
had trouble pinpointing the status of neurology as a discipline in nineteenth-century Britain.
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