804

* Giving people a stake in the law: involv-
ing them in planning new institutions
and codes, and linking rule of law pro-
grams to development and anti-poverty
efforts.

o Including marginalized groups: engaging
and empowering women, youth, and
minorities.

* Being creative: using media, pop cul-
ture, and culturally resonant narratives
and forms of communication to

encourage positive reforms.

Such approaches mesh with the conscientious
attention to culture change and empowerment
that Cao and others advocate.

To sum up, Lan Cao's learned and insightful
book has much wisdom to impart on tackling
cultural barriers to greater equality, freedom,
and human dignity—offering examples and
some innovative ideas of potential applicability
across diverse cultures. Furthermore, although
her book primarily focuses on culture change in
developing countries, it is also highly relevant to
our current moment here at home as Americans
struggle with deep-seated cultural obstacles to
women's full equality, continuing patterns of
racial discrimination, failure to support vulnera-
ble populations, and many other urgent prob-
lems. The #MeToo movement has powerfully
exposed longstanding patterns of abuse and
cover-up and the crucial need for cultural change
in attitudes and practices if women and other vul-
nerable groups are to enjoy the promise of equal-
ity and “liberty and justice for all.”

In looking forward, Cao is right to highlight
the tremendous importance of young people
in driving culture change: for they have the
energy and potential, communication skills,
and timeframe to galvanize progressive change
in their respective societies. We can also learn
from Eleanor Roosevelt, who stressed years ago
that character is shaped and the nurturing of
human dignity and human rights begins in
“small places”!>—in homes, families, schools,

12 Quote is from Eleanor Roosevelt, in GLENDON, A
WoRrLD MADE NEW, at 239—40.
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workplaces, neighborhoods, and local communi-
ties—where each of us can be a change agent and
» I 3

send forth a “ripple of hope.

JANE STROMSETH
Georgetown University Law Center
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