
fact that such conditions were temporary. Travellers could always return north and
with their claims of white identity intact. Residents of the southland did not have
(and often still lack) access to the same privileges.
While these final claims can produce a lively debate, what is certain is that Tropical

Whites makes a compelling case for examining tourism’s potential to re-imagine geog-
raphy and climate.
Each chapter presents a case study showing how tourism drew upon trends in medi-

cine, development, sexuality and even horticulture, to radically-recast how whites
viewed the southland of the Americas. Scholars in multiple disciplines will find it
an intriguing approach to the study of tourism.

MARK RICEBaruch College-CUNY

J. Lat. Amer. Stud.  (). doi:./SX

Tanya Harmer and Alfredo Riquelme Segovia (eds.), Chile y la Guerra Fría
global (Santiago: RIL Editores; Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile,
), pp. , pb.

There are many studies of the Cold War and its impact on Latin America. This
current volume is unusual and very welcome in that instead of concentrating at the
level of the state, the focus shifts to examine specific events, institutions and parties
in a variety of countries. Each chapter is the product of meticulous research and
offers new insights in the way that the Cold War played out on the ground.
In addition to two general chapters by the editors, nine more range widely over a

variety of topics and countries. The first examines the way that the Uruguayan
police spied upon Pablo Neruda during his stay in that country in  when the
Communist Party was banned in Chile, and shows the extent of collaboration
among the intelligence services of the Southern Cone well before the operations of
Condor in the s (though Neruda was in Uruguay for amorous rather than sub-
versive reasons).
A discussion of the Peace Corps in Chile argues that although the overall pro-

gramme did have the political intention of supporting the aims of the Alliance for
Progress in combating the rise of the Left, in practice the volunteers in the field
were far from following an overt anti-communist agenda. Indeed the largely
Protestant volunteers directed their hostility more towards the Catholic Church.
This chapter introduces a general theme of the book which is a judicious assessment
of the influence of the United States, stressing the limitations of that influence and an
awareness of the importance of domestic factors in shaping political outcomes. Against
the primacy awarded in many accounts to the overwhelming influence of the United
States in shaping events in Chile, Tanya Harmer in her contribution stresses the im-
portance of Brazil in the coup and post-coup period, and the way that the Brazilian
military regime served as a model for the Chilean junta.
The account of anti-communist propaganda in the  electoral campaign in

Chile illustrates the sheer hysteria of the campaign against communism; women
were told that a victory for the Left would threaten their sacred role as housewives
and mothers. Although the United States contributed large sums to the campaign
the author argues that the anti-communism was a product of domestic factors
rather than external pressure.
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Two chapters look at the relationship between Chile and Italy. In the first, the
author examines the role of the Italian Christian Democrats in the Chilean
Christian Democratic (PDC) triumph of . Although the Italian party stressed
the importance of its contribution, support seems to have been limited to finance
and encouragement, and it is not clear if there was any influence on the tactics or
policy of the Chilean PDC.
It is a common theme in several chapters that interpretations of ‘the lessons of

Chile’ were framed to fit a domestic agenda. The triumph of the PDC Chile
would, it was hoped, strengthen the Italian CD party’s claim to be the real alternative
to communism and to conservatism (and would help in a bid for US support).
As with many similar parties of the Left in Europe, the Italian Communist Party

debated long and hard on the ‘lessons of Chile’ following the  coup. The Italian
CP drew the lesson of the need to reinforce the trend towards Eurocommunism, and
to avoid anything that might encourage US intervention in Chile into Italian politics.
In the case of relations between Germany and Chile in –, Joaquín
Fermandois warns against an over-simplified view of the Cold War and its impact on
Chile, and against the tendency of many countries, including the United States, to over-
estimate its influence in Chile. Relations between German politicians and their counter-
parts in Chile were never easy.
The story of Swedish solidarity with Chile mirrors what happened in many other

countries as the Chilean experience became part of internal political debate between
parties of the Left, and as Chilean exiles debated, and disagreed, about the reasons for
the coup. There was no overall agreement among Chilean exiles or among foreign sym-
pathisers as to the reasons for the fall of Allende or on the best way to combat the
dictatorship.
The chapter on the Revolutionary Left Movement (MIR) in Chile argues that re-

ducing it to a simple imitator of the Cuban model is not correct. Various currents,
Trotskyists, anarchists, dissident communists, merged into a party that only later
with the emergence of Miguel Enríquez as leader achieved a degree of consensus on
tactics and policies. But for all the claims of the closeness of relations between
Cuba and the MIR, the author stresses that the Cubans had much closer relations
with the Socialist Party and the Communist Party than with the MIR.
The final chapter looks at the relations of the Chilean Communist Party with other

countries and notably the privileged position of the Chilean Communist Party in the
USSR. It examines the rather complicated, and sometimes strained, relations with
Cuba. It also provides a very valuable account of the clandestine work of the CP
during the dictatorship, and of the role of the CP in working with the numerous
movements of solidarity with Chile in countries world-wide.
What general conclusions can we draw from this book? It is clear that the experi-

ence of Chile had a very important influence on shaping the strategies and tactics of
the Left, not just in Latin America, but also in Europe. In his introductory chapter,
Alfredo Riquelme argues that from the s onwards events in Chile, notably the
struggles between the communists and anti-communists were subject to intense inter-
national scrutiny, and that the election of Allende was seen as much of a threat to the
western bloc as was the Czech socialism with a human face to the Soviet bloc. Few
events in Latin America have had such a profound effect, on both the Right and
the Left, as the Allende experiment and the Chilean coup. Few events produced
such widespread international support, in which exiles played an important role.
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Few Latin American dictatorships received as much international condemnation as
that of General Pinochet.
This book provides a fresh perspective on Chile and the Cold War, and the overall

quality of the contributions is most impressive.

ALAN ANGELLSt Antony’s College, Oxford

J. Lat. Amer. Stud.  (). doi:./SX

Víctor Herrero, Agustín Edwards Eastman: una biografía desclasificada del dueño
de El Mercurio (Santiago de Chile: Penguin Random House Grupo Editorial,
Debate, Chile, ), pp. , €., E-book.

Víctor Herrero’s declassified biography of Agustín Edwards Eastman, the owner of El
Mercurio, the most powerful newspaper in Chile, is a thorough study of the media’s
role in modern politics and of the Edwards family’s influence on Chilean capitalism.
Poised between academic history and investigative journalism, the book combines ex-
haustive archival analysis with material drawn from  interviews. Herrero weaves to-
gether a convincing account of five generations of Agustín Edwards, focusing on the
last patriarch’s impact on business and politics. The book sheds fresh light on the phil-
osophy of El Mercurio and its mission to shape Chile’s destiny. More than a mere
biography, it is also a contribution to Latin American history and political
economy, media studies and the sociology of elites.
The book contains five parts. Chapter  recounts the forging of the Edwards’ family

fortune and its influence on the Chilean polity. The first Agustín, Edwards Ossandón,
made his wealth in the mining and banking industries of the s. The second,
Edwards Ross, a senator and mining mogul, helped provoke the War of the Pacific,
–, conspired to overthrow President Balmaceda in , and helped form a
modern national press. He acquired La Época and El Mercurio, thus consolidating a
media empire that has lasted for generations. The third, Edwards Mac-Cure, was
Chilean Ambassador to the United Kingdom and nearly elected president in .
His frustrated political ambitions were canalised through his friend Arturo
Alessandri, who became president in  with Edwards’ support. Edwards was
then self-exiled in Europe during the Ibañez military government (–), an ex-
perience that deeply shaped his grandson, the fifth Agustín, Edwards Eastman.
The next four chapters are focused on Edwards Eastman’s life. Chapter , from

 to , describes his management style as well as his obsession with preventing
the election of Allende to the presidency. Using his power at El Mercurio, Edwards
supported Frei’s  presidential campaign, boosting his connections with
Rockefeller and the CIA, and helping secure Frei’s eventual victory. Chapter 
focuses on Edwards’ experience of Allende’s government (–), and his self-
exile in the United States during the Unidad Popular. It explores the role of the
CIA in provoking the military coup, both through financing El Mercurio’s anti-
Allende campaign, as well as by applying economic pressure on the government.
Chapter  describes Edwards’ role during the Pinochet dictatorship and explores
how El Mercurio helped to justify the Chicago Boys’ neoliberal transformations.
These years are paradoxically marked by the decline of Edwards’ empire and his en-
trenchment at El Mercurio, where he became the newsroom director in . The
last chapter examines Edwards’ accommodation to the emerging democratic order
wrought by Concertación governments (–). The kidnapping of his son
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