
addition; Boyd provides an excellent example of insightful ethnographic re-
search at its best.

JANET SEELEY

London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine
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Informal transport is increasingly recognised as an important topic for develop-
ment studies and social science more broadly. Currently, however, it is treated
in a rather fragmentary way, with sporadic policy reports and occasional aca-
demic papers but few holistic studies. This book is therefore a welcome addition
to the field, taking an interdisciplinary perspective to explore one particular in-
formal transport system – matatu minibuses in Kenya – in some detail and
across a range of dimensions. It brings together authors with backgrounds in
transport, educational administration and knowledge acquisition to focus on
issues from entrepreneurship to violence and crime.

There is much of interest in this book for those concerned with how informal
transport systems work, both generally and in Kenya specifically. Boxes scattered
throughout the text add colour to particular aspects of the discussion, some-
times in refreshingly informal or unexpected ways; for example, a box listing
slogans plastered on stickers over matatus implicitly suggests deeper dynamics
within Kenyan society. Descriptive snapshots and historical context are comple-
mented by periodic engagement with the theoretical ideas of Pierre Bourdieu.
Chapter , which expands upon this theme to explore the ‘logic of practice’ in
the matatu industry, is a highlight in this regard. Despite the complexity of
Bourdieu’s ideas and the fairly brief introduction to them in the book, the
use of the habitus concept to explore dynamics in the sector is a welcome
change, given the usual tendency for informal economy studies to be
couched in terms of informal institutions or norms. Thinking instead about in-
formal practices as systems of ‘durable, transposable dispositions’ (p. ),
rooted in the history of the sector and its initial marginalisation under colonial
and post-colonial regimes, feels fresh in this particular scholarly context. The
authors thus highlight how the history of matatu operation as a ‘beleaguered’
mode of transport, which initially ‘operated from marginal spaces in a secretive
manner in order to survive’ (p. ), influences dynamics and practices in the
sector today.

Despite these various points of interest, the diversity of perspectives em-
bodied in this co-authored book is also one of its weaknesses. The whole feels
distinctly less than the sum of its parts and the flow between chapters, as well
as within chapters, is sometimes far from smooth. Patchy discussions of entre-
preneurship jostle uncomfortably with the ideas of Bourdieu, and various theor-
etical and analytical frameworks are tantalisingly introduced – regarding the
dynamics of ‘self-organising sectors’ (p. ), for example – without being ad-
equately followed through. One is left wanting rather more by way of a
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systematic analysis of the sector that integrates the theoretical perspectives dis-
cussed and builds across the chapters into a coherent conclusion. As it stands,
the book ends in a sudden and rather perplexing way. Nevertheless, there are
lots of pockets of important and interesting information in the book, which
starts to fill an important gap in terms of the comprehensive exploration of in-
formal transport systems. It is relevant to all those who seek better to understand
this economically, socially and politically crucial sector, both in Africa and
beyond.

TOM GOODFELLOW

University of Sheffield
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Andrea Purdeková of the African Studies Centre at Oxford University has
written an impressive book about Rwanda’s post-genocide unity and reconcili-
ation initiatives. Drawing on seven months of doctoral fieldwork, Purdeková
sheds much-needed light on the promise of unity and reconciliation through
two key mechanisms: the ingando re-education and reintegration camps as
well as the work of the National Unity and Reconciliation Commission
(pp. –). In Purdeková’s own words, Making Ubumwe is a ‘politography’
of the process of unity and reconciliation in Rwanda, meaning she studies
them as part of a state-led and top-down socially engineered unity-building
project (pp. –). As such, Making Ubumwe is a richly empirical study of
‘the ‘life’ of unity after a genocide when the notion gains special salience, cur-
rency and hence a unique form’ (p. ). It is also an important contribution to
theories of the state. Purdeková understands the state as a series of ambiguous
multiple practices that are at once political yet depoliticised as the current gov-
ernment focuses its efforts on developing a common Rwandan identity in
pursuit of the twin goals of unity and reconciliation (pp. –).

Purdeková is clear about the goals of her project. It is not a book about
Rwanda per se. Instead, she seeks to understand and explain the idea of unity,
how members of various constituencies in Rwanda talk about it, what the idea
of unity means to them, how the idea is then translated into praxis, and how
individuals perform its sometimes disparate goals in the face of a strong authori-
tarian state (p. ). In focusing on how unity is talked about, and thus made real
in people’s lives – whether the administrators charged with ensuring unity or or-
dinary people subject to its demands – Purdeková skilfully deconstructs narra-
tives of unity and reconciliation as products of both voice and silence
(pp. –). She also renders visible the vertical administrative structures of
the state as well as its horizontal capabilities – meaning the ability of the
current regime to bring people into themachinery of the state throughmultiple
responsibilities (pp. –). Purdeková asks a novel question beyond the usual
‘what makes African states weak?’. Instead, she asks how the power of the state
reaches people, and how this presence shapes individual and collective
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