
maintaining the core aspects of Christian faith. The center of that vision is

always God, the absolute divine Mystery, which reveals itself as ineffable

love: “God, who is the center, makes Christ the center.”

As the title Humble Confidence suggests, Rahner’s thought is profoundly

optimistic, based on ultimate trust in the Creator-God to make good on the

promises implicit in creation, despite human waywardness, ignorance, and

sin. Bacik makes good use of that fundamental optimism in his pastoral prac-

tice. The final chapter of his book—almost half the text—interweaves personal

reflections on ways Rahner has influenced his ministry with summaries of

Rahner’s thought on such important topics as forgiveness, priesthood, origi-

nal sin, resurrection, and ecumenism. Bacik refers to contemporary figures

from Mother Teresa to John Updike, and treats such recent topics as the

sexual-abuse scandal, Christian-Muslim dialogue, and the New Atheism. In

all, Bacik’s own thought shows how deeply he has absorbed Rahner’s

vision and applied it to pastoral life in the church. An epilogue defends

Rahner against his critics on the right and left, and discusses his influence

on emerging theologies in Asia. The book is not just an illuminating tribute

to Rahner but also a synthesis of the author’s own life and work—intellectual,

pastoral, and spiritual. To those unfamiliar with Rahner it can serve as a fine

introduction, and for those already imbued with his spirit, as a review and

renewal of his basic themes. Recommended especially for graduate students

and advanced undergraduates.

JUSTIN J. KELLY, SJ

University of Detroit Mercy

A Godly Humanism: Clarifying the Hope That Lies Within. By Francis Cardinal

George, OMI. Washington, DC: The Catholic University of America Press,

. xiv +  pages. $. (cloth).

doi: ./hor..

Originally entitled Integrating Wisdom and Discipleship, this handsomely

produced, concise volume offers eight essays tracing Cardinal George’s intel-

lectual journey since the Second Vatican Council, as he endeavored to assim-

ilate its theological teaching and spiritual wisdom according to popes Paul VI,

St. John Paul II, Benedict XVI, and Francis. Nine days before his death from

cancer, George submitted the manuscript of A Godly Humanism, the last of

a trilogy based on lectures given in his archdiocese of Chicago. The volume

comprises eight chapters, which according to the preface (xi) trace the cardi-

nal’s personal integration of intellectual insight and discipleship as these have

been informed by Vatican II and subsequent papal interpretation. Each
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chapter introduces a horizon of meaning and living within the history of the

church, which now finds itself inserted into highly secularized contexts (even

within itself). Major classical guides for George’s personal interfacing of faith

and culture are Augustine and Bonaventure, as they were able to combine

within diverse cultural settings significant intellectual achievement with

remarkable spiritual transformation.

“As a Catholic and a bishop, I have worked to integrate my own thinking

with that of the Church,” affirms George (vii), particularly with the conciliar

and papal magisterium of the last fifty years, the ones of his priestly life and

ministry. Accordingly, after indicating the fundamental compatibility of holi-

ness and the Catholic intellectual life, the volume’s overall plan traces dimen-

sions of an integrated life in a post-Christian society where the communion of

faith, reason, and moral goodness, of culture and religion (especially in a uni-

versity context), and finally of Vatican II’s teachings can testify to the vitality

and persuasive power of Christianity. His overriding concern is to renew

Catholic intellectual life, specifically university education, by proposing “a

godly humanism” founded upon the Second Vatican Council and its papal

implementation. Repeatedly he acknowledges the formative impact of Pope

St. John Paul II on his intellectual and spiritual development. Major encyclicals

of that pope are cited sometimes at length as areTheActing Person andhis plays,

poems, and prayers. His final essay offers a dense, perceptive, and moving

appreciationof thephilosophical and theologicalwisdomof JohnPaul,whopro-

posed and lived “a spirituality that advances the conversation between faith and

reason, both personally and publicly” (). For George, the pope would epito-

mize the very godly humanism that comprises this volume.

The genre of this brief but engaging volume combines an intensely per-

sonal search and the zeal of a pastor with an in-depth reading of classical

Christian texts from the New Testament, Fathers of the Church, medieval

theologians, and contemporary thinkers. While the volume is neither a

purely autobiographical nor an exclusively philosophical and theological

investigation, George presents cogent evidence for his views and argues for

a wide-ranging dialogue between Catholic faith and culture. Thus, the

volume forms partly a public apologetic and partly an incisive apologia of a

prominent pastor of the church, who treasured the intellectual and spiritual

patrimony of Christianity and lived its missionary mandate. Not all will

agree with his interpretations and conclusions, especially concerning the

role of a Catholic university. Not all will agree with his selection of sources,

both contemporary and historical. He frankly and graciously admits to fre-

quent disagreement with certain conversation partners who yet impacted

his thinking, “since I have often disagreed with them, even as I learned

from them how to live as a disciple of the Lord” (xiv).
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A carefully chosen bibliography and an abundant index further enhance

the value of this volume. Because of its evident learning and pervasive

concern for the present-day dialogue between Christianity and world

culture, I recommend it highly for upper-class university students, informed

laity, professors, and church ministers and pastors. It will certainly generate

lively discussion and perhaps, as George wished, a resurgence or continua-

tion of Catholic intellectual life.

GABRIEL SCARFIA, OFM

Christ the King Seminary

Rutilio Grande, SJ: Homilies and Writings. Edited, translated, and annotated

by Thomas M. Kelly. Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, . xxiii + 

pages. $. (paper).
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Rutilio Grande, SJ,would notmake a goodmystery novel or film. Suspense,

yes, but not mystery, except in the sense of deep faith insight. The work explic-

itly covers only the years  (publication of the first article) to  (the year

of Grande’s death). Yet the horizon spans the breadth of the gospel, the history

of the church’s social doctrine, and the extent of impoverishment and oppres-

sion in El Salvador and its colonized neighbors.

Father Thomas M. Kelly, as editor, translator, and annotator, uses the

respected model of See-Judge-Act to draw seven of Grande’s varied writings

into a unifiedwhole centered on evangelization. The first chapter, initially pub-

lished in a journal of the University of Central America, helps the reader “see”

by providing background for the social reality of institutional and armed vio-

lence. The demand for agrarian reform stimulated much of the violence. The

tension escalates in chapter . Father Grande preached on August , ,

Feast of the Transfiguration, to a congregation comprising many church and

military leaders. His homily challenged his listeners to “judge” what was hap-

pening, what each one’s role might be in the reality, and by what choice one

would enter into Christ’s liberation and transfiguration in the current reality.

The next three chapters focus on the gospel in “action.”Here are the plan-

ning, implementation, and evaluation notes for a “grand missionary tour”

throughout the rural parish of Aguilares. Grande was convinced that a

living church of the gospel must grow out of the people, who and where

they were, and so he acquainted himself with their strengths, needs, and

potentials for leadership.

Grande’s initiation of a formation program for lay leaders, involving sem-

inarians as well, concretized for the rural people his theology of the Scriptures
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