
noting that this particular museum collection was managed by a long-tenured museum director
(Arnaldo Liboni) and many nds had either been collected by him or had a well-documented
provenance.

Ch. 5 discusses the third case study which used intensive survey (100 per cent coverage) to map
nd locations and densities at four different sites to investigate whether such information could be
used to better clarify site morphology. Sites were selected based on diversity of assemblage,
preservation, visibility and lack of human or natural intervention. When mapped, the sites
produced some interesting results with clear artefact concentrations possibly alluding to site
function, periods of expansion and contraction, and/or a division of space. However, while
intensively recorded surface distributions may be a good indicator of site layout, no geophysical
work was undertaken at any of these sites, making it difcult to conrm whether these
distributions are indeed an accurate representation of site morphology and not the result of
post-depositional processes.

The nal case study in ch. 6 comprises the results of small-scale excavations at a road station at
Astura (mentioned in the Tabula Peutingeriana). The impetus for this project was the recognition of a
thick stratum of pottery exposed in the bank of the Astura river due to marine erosion. The
excavations produced an abundance of Roman artefacts and faunal remains dating primarily from
the fourth to seventh centuries A.D., with a later phase represented by numerous anforette in
ceramica dipinta a bande rosse dating to the twelfth to thirteenth centuries A.D., possibly produced
at or near the site (307). The excavation results provide valuable insights into a less well-known
period of late antique occupation, reecting general trends of nucleation around road stations or
vici during this time. Furthermore, the pottery forms identied have parallels in Naples, Rome,
Ostia, Luni and Marseille, indicating the site’s inclusion in a greater trade network.

In ch. 7 the author summarizes the revised chronology and site numbers — most notably for
problematic phases including the post-Archaic, the mid- and late Republic, and the late
antique. T. also assesses the value of these data for studying socio-economic issues and discusses
future research directions including the ongoing ‘minor centres project’.

Overall this ‘second phase’ work represents an important contribution to landscape studies in Italy
bringing into focus the results of previous surveys, highlighting methodological issues, and allowing
for more informed interpretations of the datasets. In addition, maps and images are of high quality
and the exceptional drawing and documentation of the majority of diagnostic sherds recovered (no
small feat) make this an excellent reference work for anyone working with or studying Roman
pottery assemblages.

University of Leicester Matthew J. Mandich
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R. CASCINO, H. DI GIUSEPPE and H. L. PATTERSON (EDS), VEII: THE HISTORICAL
TOPOGRAPHY OF THE ANCIENT CITY: A RESTUDY OF JOHN WARD-PERKINS’S
SURVEY (Archaeological monographs of the British School at Rome 19). London: British
School at Rome, 2013. Pp. xi + 429, illus. ISBN 9780904152630. £85.00.

In this, the latest output of the British School at Rome’s Tiber Valley Project, twenty contributors
present a re-evaluation of the substantially unpublished South Etruria survey data relating to Veii
and its immediate surrounds, gathered from the 1950s onwards. The title of John Ward-Perkins’s
1961 article on Veii (in PBSR 29) is reanimated for the volume, and the new results from old data
are contextualized within the corpus of archaeological research relevant to the Etruscan city.

Christopher Smith opens with a historical introduction (ch. 1). He assesses the relevant literary
sources and emphasizes links and parities in the developments of Veii and its immediate
neighbour, Rome. As highlighted elsewhere in the volume, Veii shared some cultural traits with
the cities of Latium, such as burial practices in the Archaic and Classical periods. Veii’s fall to
Rome in 396 B.C. was a pivotal moment in the early history of Roman expansionism. Thus Veii’s
settlement history is as important for our understanding of Roman history as it is for Etruscology.
New light is shed on the character of Roman occupation of the now ‘non-city’ from the fourth
century B.C. down to the founding of the modest Augustan municipium in the heart of the former
urban centre, through to the seventh century A.D. when the archaeology ceases.
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As Robert Witcher and Michael Craven explain in a section on ‘reconstructing the survey
methodology’ (ch. 2), Ward-Perkins’s original notebooks are now lost which presents acute
problems for understanding the collection strategy employed. They warn that the new data are not
recommended for quantitative analysis. The quality of the material collected is particularly high
due to the timeliness of the South Etruria Survey. It began at a moment when mechanical deep
ploughing became widespread in Campagna, which disturbed deposits and brought material to the
surface for the rst time. The authors have assessed what has changed since the 1950s, and their
evaluation has a broader relevance, since similar processes must have occurred in many areas of
Italy, and indeed beyond its borders.

Ward-Perkins was careful to ensure the survival of the survey’s geospatial information, and the
nd-spots of all the material are known or could be reconstructed, allowing insight into the
changing settlement nuclei of the Veian plateau over time. In ch. 3, which represents an
introduction to the remainder of the volume, the editors describe the methodology used for the
restudy and its presentation. The nds could be assigned to 114 areas of 100 by 100 m, dotted
about the plateau. Each area and the material belonging to it is described and interpreted
individually in ch. 4 in the familiar carta archeologica format. This chapter is in Italian, as is the
following ch. 5 which presents the material.

More than half of the book comprises the presentation and discussion of the material (ch. 5) from
twelve contributors. The ceramic is presented chronologically with subsections on wares and forms,
illustrated with monochrome photos and drawings. Discussions are included on dating and function,
on the identication of local production, and of sanctuary sites. One of the major new conclusions to
be drawn from the new material is the discovery of a ceramic production centre in the southern area
of the plateau, known as Comunità, from the middle Orientalizing period onwards. Veii is interpreted
by the authors to have been a major distributor of Etrusco-Corinthian, Italo-geometric and painted
cream ware pottery. From the mid-fourth to mid-third centuries B.C., under Roman rule, Veii was
again producing ne-wares and kitchen-wares. Insight into the character and distribution of
domestic architecture during the late Republic and Empire is provided by a discussion on the
location and type of cut stones used for opus sectile.

Contextualizing the new results within recent scholarship is undertaken in ch. 6. Andrea Schiapelli
provides a useful overview of the major changes in settlement patterns occurring in Etruria between
the late Bronze Age and early Iron Age, when smaller sites disappear and larger sites develop; the
beginning of the process of proto-urbanization. Land use comparisons of Veii and other South
Etrurian city-states are also presented. Greater quantities of ceramic of the late Orientalizing
period have been recovered from the urban area of Veii than from any other period. This
intensication of occupation is reected within the city’s territory where a large number of new
rural sites were created. Infrastructural development, monumentalization and changes in burial
practice mark the Archaic period.

While Christopher Smith maintains that regarding ‘Rome’s destruction of Veii, the sources were
accurate’ (6), other contributors present evidence that complicates this view. After 396 B.C. many
of the sanctuaries seem to have survived (351), and no signs of violent destruction have been
found (356). During the late fth and the rst half of the fourth centuries B.C., the quantity of
archaeological material being deposited at Veii drops away, but this can be said of many sites in
Italy as a whole. Roman occupation from the second half of the fourth century B.C. is not in
doubt, however, manifested in a ceramic industry deemed largely to relate to cult sites along the
main intramural streets. Urban decline ensues with a minor but short-lived revival accompanying
the foundation of the municipium, an event which appears to have had a much more positive and
longer lasting impact on the occupation intensity of the Ager Veientanus than on the urban centre
(g. 2.7). The plans, tables and referencing systems employed are user-friendly. A few errors were
noticed, with the most obvious being the incorrect header assigned to ch. 3.

Durham University Jamie Sewell
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