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of that resistance, and for the regional impact of the National Socialists’ church
policies, readers would be well advised to explore the far superior resources
offered by the exhibition itself.
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The name of Ernst Lohmeyer has not figured prominently in histories of the
German Churches of the early twentieth century, nor yet in studies of the univer-
sities of that country. Lohmeyer has remained a name for the New Testament spe-
cialists: much of his reputation has rested on biblical commentaries and on his
unfinished study of the Lord’s Prayer, which was edited by Rudolf Bultmann
and translated into English by John Bowden in 1965. James R. Edwards first
encountered Lohmeyer in a mysterious reference in a later edition of his commen-
tary on the Gospel of Mark. It was enough to set him on a life-long trail to learn
more. This book is both a biography of Ernst Lohmeyer and the story of an aca-
demic quest of many decades.

Lohmeyer was certainly no dry academic or intellectual obscurity but a figure of
history whose costly life and brutal death spoke cruelly of the tumult of his age.
Born into a pastor’s family and a world of learning and music he was, even as a
boy, prodigiously gifted in ancient languages. By the time that he became a univer-
sity student at Tibingen he was confident in Latin and Greek and already intent on
studying Assyrian, Babylonian and Aramaic. In Berlin he studied with Adolf
Deissmann and Reinhold Seeberg. He also met Amalie Seyberth, whom he
would marry. Across the rest of his life the two wrote to each other, often several
times a day, creating an immense archive of shared experiences and
understandings.

All of this might have suggested a future well set on a sure foundation but much
of what Ernst Lohmeyer accomplished would emerge in conditions of severe
instability and even terrible danger. A soldier throughout the First World War,
he was seriously wounded and was fortunate to survive. Even in these circumstances
he continued to study daily: a Greek New Testament would be his constant com-
panion to the very end of his days. Peace brought a return to academic life, first
in Heidelberg and then in Breslau, where he succeeded Bultmann. These would
be years of flourishing in which he gave himself devotedly to his studies and to
the university. He turned to the social settings of early Christianity and Christian
martyrdom and forged an enduring alliance with the publishing house,
Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht. His was a distinctive voice; his prose even offered a
poetic quality which must have seemed rare indeed.

Lohmeyer was very much a university figure, but he had little taste for politics.
When he became President of the University of Breslau at the age of forty the
appointment owed more to his principled belief in the university as an institu-
tion and to the respect of colleagues than any obvious ambition or desire for
authority. But then came the first of many collisions with the burgeoning

P
https://doi.org/10.1017/50022046920000998 Published online by Cambridge University Press @) CrossMark


http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog?doi=https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022046920000998&domain=pdf
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022046920000998

904 JOURNAL OF ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY

power of National Socialism. When the first threats of dismissal broke out
Lohmeyer did not hesitate to intervene. When Gerhard Kittel engaged in a
public exchange with a courteous Martin Buber Lohmeyer wrote to Buber as
a brother, acknowledging ‘the spiritual bond that I feel with you’ (p. 119).
Other Jewish scholars, many of them close friends like Richard Hénigswald,
would be forced out of office and into emigration. On one occasion students
broke into the theological library to carry off books for burning: Lohmeyer con-
fronted them himself with a stern warning and turned them away. He was an
early supporter of the Pastors’ Emergency League and, though it is seldom
acknowledged, he played a purposeful part in the Confessing Church. All this
time enemies were gathering against him in the background. It was by a ‘discip-
linary transfer’ that Ernst Lohmeyer was removed from Breslau. Now he came to
the university with which his name would be lastingly associated, in Greifswald.
Some thought that Lohmeyer had grown silent in these years, but Edwards shows
that he remained very much himself. He certainly produced some of his finest
work. He was forty-nine when war broke out again and he was not too old to
be conscripted again into the Wehrmacht. Lohmeyer’s experiences in Russia
brought him into the bleakest realm that he had yet known. His war record,
excavated by Edwards with scrupulous care, showed him clinging to his princi-
ples and doing what he could to mitigate the terrible realities in which he
found himself. In these years he still managed, astonishingly, to write much of
the text of the Lord’s Prayer.

In 1945 Lohmeyer returned home, a shadow of his former self, to a shattered
family and to a university which needed to be rebuilt, but in the context of
Soviet occupation. He threw himself into this task with zeal. When he lectured it
was about freedom, placing Jesus in the company of Bach, Goethe, Hélderlin,
Dickens and Tolstoy. Evidently some of his students viewed him with devotion
although there are few student memories here. He was also attacked by ideologues
and careerists and disparaged as a philosophical idealist, even a mystic. Then he
was denounced. Hours before he gave his inaugural address as President of the
university he was taken away by a troika of NKVD men. Only one letter now
reached home. The rest was silence. A credible reconstruction of what happened
to Ernst Lohmeyer has in the following decades involved many hands, above all in
the family that he left behind. In this Edwards himself has played a noble part. So
now we discover that there was a trial of a kind, in which Lohmeyer found himself
accused of crimes which he did not commit and implicated in atrocities in which
he had taken no part. He wrote an appeal which was never heeded and was prob-
ably not even read. It appears that Ernst Lohmeyer was shot, in or near Greifswald,
on 19 September 1946. His body was never found.

This is an important book because the life and death of Ernst Lohmeyer
matters to history. Some readers, intent on the subject himself, may occasionally
find the ongoing counterpoint with the author’s own experiences digressive. A
few may find the style too approachable, or too clearly directed at an American
audience. Some analogies and comparisons in the text may work better than
others; it may be that the historical landscapes are at times too lightly sketched.
But then we have at last been given the first English-language biography of a bril-
liant, courageous and significant figure and it is a work of tenacious research,
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clear judgement and, at the last, profound compassion. Altogether much, very
much, is owed.
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Stemming from the author’s prior studies of Catholic desegregation in several US

states, Newman’s latest book is a more comprehensive study of the entire

American South, mapping the various historical, sociological and theological cur-

rents moulding the checkered cultural landscape of Catholic reactions to desegrega-

tion from Richmond to San Antonio. The author heeds the methodological premise
of R. Bentley Anderson that any survey of such complex terrain must first immerse
itself in the individual histories of each diocese and archdiocese, an intimidating if
not insurmountable task. Newman rises to the challenge, and the author’s claim
to be the first to provide such a survey seems warranted. The work draws from exten-
sive archival research from every region of the former Confederacy (eleven states in
total). In doing so, the book outlines not only contrasting institutional responses
among bishops, religious orders and organisations but also tremendous dissonance
among ordinary lay Catholics, both white and black. Through his original research,
including personal interviews, Newman’s retrieval of many neglected Black Catholic
voices and their experience of desegregation complements Cyprian Davis’s water-
shed history (including its much-anticipated posthumous revision by Cecilia

Moore). Likewise, the work is a timely contribution to national conversations on

race and religion in US history and, albeit unwittingly, a poignant echo of the US

Catholic episcopate’s call for healing in its recent pastoral letter on race.

The book’s greatest strength lies in its honest impartiality. The author’s assessment
of motives for either embracing or resisting the desegregation of Catholic institutions
avoids any dramatisation of heroes and villains while demonstrating a firm grasp on
Catholic theological and ecclesiastical nuances. Despite occasional repetition, the
thematic organisation of the book is ideal for researchers or graduate seminars.
However, the book’s organisation also risks overwhelming the reader. Any thread
of focus or argument in each chapter unravels with a regrettable lack of subheadings.
A constant shifting between dioceses, bishops and religious leaders easily confuses
the reader and clouds any clear regional comparisons between metropolitan sees.
Additionally, documentation curiously omits the archives of key dioceses in
Tennessee and Arkansas (although the author seems to find alternative collections
to fill in lacunae). Nevertheless, the book remains a splendid contribution to
American political and religious history, as well as to the study of Church-State rela-
tions. US Catholic scholarship is deeply indebted to this study’s exceptional and
invaluable research, and one hopes that future scholars will place Newman’s work
in conversation with the history of Catholics and race in the North and West.
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