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studies considered in the volume range in time from
the Paleoindian period to a mid-twentieth-century
World War II internment camp, and chapter authors
cover such topics as religion, diet, interaction and
exchange, landscape use, and daily life.

While they are grounded primarily in research in
Arkansas, a number of the essays draw broader compar-
isons. Juliet Morrow’s chapter on Paleoindian spiritual-
ity is an exhaustive summary that incorporates data from
the Dalton-age Sloan site and cemetery in northeast
Arkansas. Nordine and colleagues’ chapter summarizes
paleoethnobotanical remains from the Wallace Bottom
site, likely the Quapaw village of Osotouy, where
French colonists lived alongside the Quapaw during
the 1600s and 1700s. This chapter also includes com-
parisons with plant remains from contemporaneous
sites in North America. Trubitt and coauthors use chem-
ical sourcing to determine that thin-walled and grog-
tempered vessels and sherds, some with complex
engraved designs, found at Mississippian sites in the
American Bottom of Illinois were not imports from
the Caddo area from Arkansas, as had been previously
speculated, and were instead made locally. Etcheison
and colleagues incorporate lithic sourcing data from
four different North American regions in their examin-
ation of raw material choices and the use histories of
Arkansas novaculite quarries. The chapter by Johnson
and his coauthors seems like a bit of an outsider in the
volume, as it is focused on Mississippian landscapes
in the lower Yazoo Basin of Mississippi, but it does
align with some of Green’s research early in his career.
Barnes’s work on a World War Il internment camp is an
interesting piece of history and an excellent example of
collaboration with a local community in conducting
archaeological research.

The essays covering Green’s impact at the survey
show the breadth of his contributions and the ways
he placed the AAS at the forefront of research, collab-
oration, and preservation. Green led the survey
through two immense changes in archaeology—the
implementation of the Native American Graves Pro-
tection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) and the
digital revolution in archaeology. The essays in this
volume demonstrate that Green embraced both, serv-
ing as an advocate for the NAGPRA among an ini-
tially  reluctant  archaeological = community,
overseeing the creation of a wide variety of digital
databases, and developing an extensive archaeological
geophysics and geographic information system pro-
gram. All of the archaeological studies in the volume
incorporate geophysical techniques, and Lockhart’s
chapter further demonstrates the impact that geophys-
ical survey can have on site management and archaeo-
logical practice.
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Chapters by Rathgaber and Brandon both empha-
size how collaboration among the AAS, federal/state/
local agencies, and Arkansas citizens fostered by
Green have broadened public interest in archaeology,
have provided valuable services to Arkansas citizens,
and have served to help historically disadvantaged
groups. Sabo’s chapter provides a wide-ranging over-
view of the AAS’s work now and in the future to con-
duct research in Arkansas archaeology and to preserve
archaeological and historical sites, and he also empha-
sizes one of Green’s most important contributions—
his efforts to include descendant communities in
archaeological research in Arkansas. Under Green’s
direction, the AAS began to seek input and participa-
tion from descendant communities in all phases of
archaeological projects. While this has certainly
become a much more widespread practice in recent
years throughout the United States, Green and the
AAS were on the forefront of these efforts and collab-
orative approaches to the practice of archaeology.

This volume will appeal to any archaeologist inter-
ested in public archaeology and collaborative research
projects, which have long been central to the AAS mis-
sion. The case studies for collaboration can certainly
provide inspiration for members of the archaeological
community who want to deepen the impacts of their
research and involve a wider group of stakeholders
in their projects.

Origins of the Iroquois League: Narratives, Symbols,
and Archaeology. ANTHONY WONDERLEY and
MARTHA L. SEMPOWSKI. 2019. Syracuse Univer-
sity Press, Syracuse, New York. xiv + 259 pp. $29.95
(paperback), ISBN 978-0-8156-3660-1.

Reviewed by John P. Hart, New York State Museum

Since my move to New York 26 years ago, it has
puzzled me why North American archaeologists seem-
ingly do not pay more attention to ongoing develop-
ments in Iroquoian archaeology in present-day
New York, Ontario, and Québec (northern Iroquoia).
After all, this is a region where it is possible to inves-
tigate archaeologically a dynamic sociopolitical land-
scape dating from the fourteenth century AD onward
that included the formation of egalitarian nations
(“tribes”) and confederacies that are extremely well
documented ethnohistorically and in which there are
descendant communities. Whatever the reasons, the
apparent disinterest on the part of many archaeologists
(based, admittedly, on only my personal observations)
is unfortunate. As Anthony Wonderley and Martha
L. Sempowski demonstrate in this book, the
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combination of ethnohistory and archaeology enables
the development of empirically strong understandings
of the whys and hows of egalitarian nation and confed-
eracy formations in this region, which may have
broader applicability.

As the book’s title indicates, Wonderley and Sem-
powski are concerned with the origins of the Haudeno-
saunee confederacy, or Iroquois League, in
present-day New York. The confederacy consisted ori-
ginally of five nations (Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga,
Cayuga, and Seneca) whose members spoke Iroquoian
languages. A sixth nation, the Iroquoian-language-
speaking Tuscarora, joined the confederacy later
after migrating to New York from North Carolina in
the early eighteenth century. The book is composed
of seven chapters, including a coauthored Introduction
and a Summary and Conclusions. The remaining
chapters are individually authored, with Wonderley
focusing on the eastern (Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga)
and Sempowski the western (Cayuga, Seneca) nations.
The introduction provides enough background on
New York Iroquoian archaeology and the confederacy
that the rest of the book should be accessible to just
about any archaeologist.

The big question addressed by Wonderley and Sem-
powski is when exactly the original confederacy
formed. This has been a topic of interest to Iroquoianists
for decades. Many of the archaeological estimates have
been based on evidence derived from versions of
legends and myths recorded by or from confederacy
members dating to the eighteenth century onward (the
“Deganawida epic”) and correlations to inferences
derived from the archaeological record. Importantly,
in the book’s second chapter, Wonderley analyzes
myths and legends recorded as early as 1743 through
those recorded during the early twentieth century. He
traces how the story about the origins of the confederacy
has changed through time, with some versions adopting
elements paralleling the Christ mythos of Christianity,
and argues the necessity of returning to the earliest
recordings as primary evidence. He points out the prob-
lems of archaeologists relying on questionable versions
of the epic to select the specific event of a solar eclipse
to identify a year for the confederacy’s origin.

Subsequent chapters draw on the archaeological
record, providing analyses of effigy pipes, marine
shell artifacts (including beads), changes in mortuary
practices, and evidence of warfare. The penultimate
chapter discusses the importance of metaphor in con-
federacy functions, focusing specifically on the con-
federacy’s longhouse metaphor. Through these
analyses, Wonderley and Sempowski build strong
cases for timings of the developments of the five
nations, and eastern and western regional confederacies
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preceding the Haudenosaunee confederacy, and a rea-
sonable argument for the formal origin of the Haude-
nosaunee confederacy in the early seventeenth century.

As it was in the last few centuries in northern Iro-
quoia prior to the permanent presence of Europeans,
Iroquoian archaeology is in a state of flux. Through
the applications of contemporary methods, tech-
niques, and theories, there are rapid changes in knowl-
edge of subregional chronologies, social interactions,
the roles of women in confederacy dynamics, artifact
sourcing, and the early circulations of artifacts manu-
factured from European metals. As a result, there are
some aspects of the authors’ interpretations, such as
the role of St. Lawrence Iroquoians of northern
New York in a pre-five-nation eastern confederacy,
that may need to be changed. Rather than being part
of a pre-Haudenosaunee eastern New York confeder-
acy, recent social network analysis of pottery decora-
tions has shown that northern New York Iroquoians
acted as intermediaries (liaison brokers) between
southern Ontario and eastern New York Iroquoians
from the mid-fifteenth through mid-sixteenth centuries
when they dispersed from the St. Lawrence Valley
(Hart, Birch, and Gates St-Pierre, Science Advances
3(8):e1700497). Complementary analysis of steatite
beads from contemporaneous southern Ontario sites
identified their source as northern New York, which
indicates presumably peaceful interactions between
northern New York and southern Ontario Iroquoians
(Jones et al., Journal of Archaeological Science:
Reports 20:506-515). Wonderley and Sempowski’s
suggestion, based on multiple lines of evidence, that
the Haudenosaunee confederacy is likely to have
arisen in the early seventeenth century—at the same
time as confederacies in adjoining areas (e.g., Wendat/
Huron, Neutral, Erie)—as a result of warfare is compel-
ling, and it is likely to stand the test of time.

This book is well worth reading by Iroquoianists. It
is also a book that should be read by archaeologists
elsewhere in North America interested in not only
sociopolitical developments and dynamics but also
the way ethnohistory and archaeology can be used
together to advance our knowledge of the past.

An Archaeology of Abundance: Reevaluating the Mar-
ginality of California’s Islands. KRISTINA M. GILL,
MIKAEL FAUVELLE, and JON M. ERLANDSON,
editors. 2019. University Press of Florida, Gainesville.
xvii+307 pp. $100.00 (hardcover), ISBN 978-0-
8130-5616-6.

Reviewed by William R. Hildebrandt, Far Western
Anthropological Research Group Inc.
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