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FURTHERPROGRAMMEFOR THE AFTER-CAREASSOCIATION,IF WELLENDOWED.

1. It could look after the family when a patient enters the asylum so as to
preserve the home for the patient on discharge, thus preventing the anxiety expe
rienced in regard to possible dependence leading to pauperism, when the home,
as often is the case, is broken up.

2. By placing patients in family care, it would educate and familiarise the public
with the causes and phases of insanity, and would help to engender a " hygienic
conscience " in the people.

3. It would teach the public the elements of "first aid" in mental cases, and
help to break down prejudice and the stigma which attaches to the mentally
afflicted.

4. Such an arrangement would permit of cases being discharged earlier from
mental hospitals and asylums, and would result in economy of public funds.

5. It would also do more than any amount of theoretical advice in regard to
carrying out the laws of health, and would greatly supplement the teaching of
" Hygiene and Temperance."

REASONSFOR ITS EXISTENCE.

1. Hospitals for bodily diseases have convalescent homes to bridge over a time
of bodily exhaustion and impaired health, and there are societies for looking after
the discharged criminal ; but the Society affording relief for the most piteous and
hopeless affliction that can affect humanity is languishing for support.

2. The number of insane persons in England and Wales officially notified by the
Commissioners in Lunacy to the Lord Chancellor, in their report issued in 1905
as a Blue-book, was 119,829, or nearly i in 280 of the population. Of these
109,277 were pauper lunatics, the larger proportion (59,097) being females, belong
ing mostly to the working classes ; but in the case of many women of the middle
and educated classes, for the reasons already given, a helping hand would be
very greatly appreciated.

The employment or vocation of these women is representative of most occupa
tions. In the year (1904) there were admitted into the London County Asylums
450 domestic servants and other occupations connected with household duties.
On December 3ist, 1904, there were resident in the London County Asylums
16,987 patients, of whom 9824 were females. The percentage of women who
recovered in 1904 was 39'48 per cent, of the admissions for the year, many of these
friendless and homeless.

RECENT ADDITIONS TO THE DOWN DISTRICT ASYLUM.

VISIT OF ROYALCOMMISSIONON MAY3RD, 1906.

On Thursday the Royal Commission on the Care and Control of the Feeble
minded visited Down Asylum. They were received by Mr. Alex. H. Gordon, D.L.,
Deputy-chairman of the Committee of Management ; the Right Hon. T. Andrews,
D.L., Chairman of Down County Council; Sir George Plunkett O'Farrell, M.D.,
Inspector of Lunatics; and Dr. M. J. Nolan, Resident Medical Superintendent of
the Asylum. The visit of the Commission is an exceptional compliment, and is
due to the very moderate cost of the recent additions as compared with kindred
institutions elsewhere. The actual figures are Â£8$ per bed for buildings and
Â£Â¡ios. for furnitureâ€”total Â¿goios., as against sums ranging from .Â£150to ^350
in England and Scotland. The Commissioners were struck by the relatively
small outlay here, and so decided to see for themselves, and no doubt will duly
record their impressions in their report. The recent additions have been erected
mainly to receive patients of chronic feeble minds subject to periods of acute
mental disturbance, during which they are transferred to the main building or to
the special hospitals as may be required.â€”Dotan Recorder.
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