
Part 3, “Women’s Contribution to a Cosmopolitan Nobility,” further examines the
role of the nobility. Palos’s essay on Eleonora Álvarez de Toledo, Duchess of Florence,
discusses the source of her substantial influence as well as the backlash against her,
both the result of her Castilian, Neapolitan, and Habsburg connections. These con-
nections granted her financial and political independence, but also made her the sym-
bol of loss of Republican traditions. Leticia de Frutos’s essay on Maria Mancini during
her controversial stay in Madrid after she separated from her husband, whom she left
behind in Rome, reveals the power of material objects (fans, chocolate, paintings, cloth-
ing), to cement friendships. Laura Oliván Santaliestra examines the six-decade trajectory
of Johanna Theresia Lamberg, Countess of Harrach, and her incredibly close connec-
tions to several Habsburg women, including a queen of Spain and an empress of the
Holy Roman Empire. She was instrumental in introducing chocolate drink and the
wearing of perfume—including its production—in Vienna. The scope of influence of
these women emphasizes the need to include the nobility in studies of dynastic mar-
riages.

Yun Casalilla states that these unions are “only the visible tip of a wider phenom-
enon” (240) of exchanges and processes and thus should be removed from the realm
of the anecdotal and considered in their full historical—economic, cultural, gendered,
political, and diplomatic—implications. Without a doubt, the volume is an important
step forward in this endeavor.

Silvia Z. Mitchell, Purdue University

Letters between Mothers and Daughters. Barbara Caine, ed.
London: Routledge, 2016. x + 140 pp. $155.

The importance of the letter as a material, literary, historical, and cultural object has
been broadly established among scholars across disciplines. The increasing prominence
of the letter has led to a body of research on familial letters, particularly between hus-
bands and wives, fathers and children, and mothers and sons. However, much less at-
tention has been given to letters between mothers and daughters, a critical gap that
Letters Between Mothers and Daughters seeks to fill. The essays contained in the volume
analyze a range of European letters, from correspondence between medieval nuns to
letters from daughters to mothers in the early twentieth century. Taken as a whole, Let-
ters Between Mothers and Daughters offers a glimpse of the changes to epistolary conven-
tions in Europe across centuries.

Each chapter analyzes a specific set of letters between elite mothers and their
daughters, with two exceptions: Clare Monagle looks at letters between two nuns in
thirteenth-century Europe in chapter 1, while James Daybell offers what might be con-
sidered a primer for reading letters between mothers and daughters in the sixteenth and
early seventeenth centuries in chapter 2. Daybell introduces readers not only to letters
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between mothers and daughters, but also to epistolary conventions more generally. His
chapter will be useful reading for anyone delving into early modern letters for the first
time. Monagle evaluates the correspondence from the medieval nuns Clare of Assisi to
Agnes of Prague, and argues that Clare adopts the rhetorical position of spiritual mother
to Agnes as a way of establishing authority to help her achieve a specific aim.

Though other essays in the collection address letters from mothers to their biolog-
ical daughters, motherhood as a rhetorical position forms a consistent theme through-
out the book. Carolyn James and Susan Broomhall examine letters from mothers with
dynastic interests (Eleonora of Aragon and Catherine de Médicis, respectively). James
and Broomhall’s arguments both examine how powerful mothers used motherhood
as a rhetorical strategy in order to shape andmold their daughters to best suit the family’s
interests. These two chapters highlight the ways that affection could coexist with dynas-
tic aims within formal epistolary conventions. The letters of Elizabeth Gaskell provide
a sharp contrast to the dynastic letters from earlier centuries, and Pauline Nestor help-
fully contextualizes Gaskell’s letters in the developing psychological literacy of her time
and the advent of the penny postage. Nestor’s essay, more so than other essays in the
collection, considers the psychology of motherhood as much as the epistolary commu-
nication through which that motherhood was performed and enacted. Letters Between
Mothers and Daughters also contains two thoughtful chapters by Diana G. Barnes and
Barbara Caine on correspondence across generations. Barnes looks at the letters between
LadyMaryWortleyMontagu and her daughterMaryWortleyMontagu Stuart, Countess
of Bute, and between Bute and her daughter Lady Louisa Stuart. Caine analyzes the letters
from Philippa Strachey to her mother in 1901, and from Elinor Rendel, Philippa’s niece,
to her mother during World War I.

As Caine acknowledges in the introduction, the scope of the book is necessarily
limited by the fact that letter-writing was largely an elite activity until relatively recently.
Thus, the authors draw few larger conclusions about mother-daughter relationships,
focusing instead on specific elite mothers and daughters. With its historical and geo-
graphic range, the book has ambitious aims. If read as a whole, it may disorient readers;
the chapters jump across countries and centuries, often without sufficient historical con-
text. However, each chapter functions as a discrete unit, and given that most readers
will only read those chapters relevant to their research interests, such context may not
be necessary.

The authors of Letters Between Mothers and Daughters face a common challenge for
scholars of women’s writing: finding archival materials. Due to the quirks of archival
survival, the corpus of letters between mothers and daughters is necessarily limited, and
we often only have one-half of the correspondence. Thus, one of the methodological
takeaways from the volume is how to read between the lines to determine what the miss-
ing letters might have said. With its attention to the material form of the letter alongside
critical readings of the letters’ contents, this book will be of use to scholars of material
culture, history, and literature alike. It may be of particular use to scholars newly famil-
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iarizing themselves with researching letters, but it will also benefit more experienced
scholars interested in a particular set of letters or family dynasty described within the
book.

Emily Fine, University of Alabama

Le cacce reali nell’Europa dei principi. Andrea Merlotti, ed.
Centro Studi delle Residenze Reali Sabaude: La civiltà delle corti 1. Florence: Olschki,
2017. xii + 352 pp. + 24 color pls. !34.

A ritual, a bloody sport, a fashion show: royal hunts could be all these and more. For
European rulers, hunting was permeated by absolutism. It allowed them to assert and
showcase their authority not only through the splendor of the chase, but also through
the impact on the landscape in the form of roads, princely residences, and the devel-
opment and maintenance of exclusive hunting grounds. Royal hunts are the subject of
this engaging collection of essays published in the series La civiltà delle corti of the
Centro Studi delle Residenze Reali Sabaude and edited by Andrea Merlotti. Following
Merlotti’s introduction to the volume, the book is divided into two parts: the first half
(nine papers, in English, Italian, and Spanish) deals with European hunts, while the sec-
ond half (nine papers, all in Italian) focuses on Italian territories, in particular the Savoy
dynasty. Chronologically, this finely produced volume ranges from the sixteenth to the
nineteenth centuries. Invariably, in such collections the geographical coverage is not
even, but there are enough varied examples to provide representative case studies that
illustrate the state of play of the field, while pointing to further areas of study.

John Robert Christianson presents a multifaceted approach through the case of Fred-
erick II of Denmark looking at how politics, ritual, landscape, diplomacy, and organi-
zational skills were all necessary to have the infrastructure for the hunt, which in turn
supported the wider state-building process. By contrast, the case of Elizabeth I of En-
gland, as presented by Simon Adams, shows us a monarch for whom hunting was more
about calibrating key personal relationships; we are also reminded that convention dic-
tated that women should have gender-appropriate saddles. Austeja Brasiunaite opens
a window onto the complex political entity that once encompassed Poland-Lithuania
and how hunting there was also an important mainstay of the state. Paolo Cozzo traces
the intimate, fraught relationship between hunting and the church, ranging from
prince-cardinals who loved the chase to a discussion of the patron saints of hunters like
Saint Hubert. Luc Duerloo argues how the hunt was at the heart of the dynastic project
of Archdukes Albert and Isabella to rebuild Habsburg power in the Netherlands after
years of turmoil. Similarly, the studies by José Martínez Millán and Marcelo Luzzi
Traficante offer a nuanced panorama of the organizational-administrative challenges
facing the early modern state in Spain and how these were addressed, and the role of
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