
evidence, together with numerous specialist reports. The volume has been well produced,
with over 400 plans and photographs, including several excellent vertical ortho-photographs.
The volume’s publication as a single, high-resolution 583MB or 88MB low-resolution pdf
does, however, make it somewhat slow and unwieldy to navigate on the average laptop in
its high-resolution form, especially for the structural chapters that have several large plans
which require two screens (ideally three) in order to follow and interrogate the evidence. I
would therefore suggest that in addition to the single pdf, the availability of separate pdfs
for each chapter in both high- and low-resolution forms would aid accessibility of the report,
particularly via tablets and smartphones.
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Maria Georgopoulou & Konstantinos Thanasakis (ed.). 2019. Ottoman Athens:
archaeology, topography, history. Athens: The Gennadius Library & The Aikaterini
Laskaridis Foundation; 978-9-6099-9453-8 hardback £30.

The history and historiography of Athens, Greece, has been domi-
nated by its classical past. This excellent and rather provocative vol-
ume brings to light the rather neglected archaeology, topography
and history of early modern Athens under Ottoman rule (AD
1458–1827). The classical past was, of course, present throughout
the history of Athens, and even under the Ottomans: the illustrious
Ottoman traveller Evliya Çelebi (1611–1682), a contemporary, and
even precursor of theWestern European travellers who made known
Athens as a classical city, described in his travelogue (Seyahatname 8:
113; Kahraman et al. 2003) Athens as the “City of the Ancient

Sages” and the Parthenon as “the most beautiful mosque in the world”, due to its classical
architecture. Evliya Çelebi, however, also contributed an alternative—albeit mythological
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—experience of the history and archaeology of Athens, one that was much different from the
later Western European approach that privileged the classical past, with Athens at its centre.
The present volume embarks upon investigations of multiple aspects of life in Ottoman Ath-
ens, both in its contemporary dimensions and in dialogue with its classical past.

George Tolias demonstrates in the volume that, for the Renaissance geographer, after the
Ottoman conquest, Athens was a ruined city, which was best discovered through ancient
texts. On the other hand, as Dimitris Karydis argues in his paper—and contrary to common
understanding—Athens expanded from the very outset of Ottoman rule, developing a new
Ottoman topography. According to Ottoman fiscal registers, the city’s population was also
rising, reaching 15 000 inhabitants in 1570. Moreover, Tasos Tanoulas presents a case-study
of the Vienna Anonymous (a late fifteenth century manuscript) account of Athens and the
1670 Bassano drawing of the Acropolis, which re-dates the phases they represent to the Otto-
man period. In the Western European imaginary, Athens became gradually recognised as the
metropolis or national centre of ancient Greece; at the same time, however, contemporaneous
Athens, in terms of population and importance, was the capital of Ottoman Greece. The Par-
thenon, the Fortress Mosque, situated on the Athenian Acropolis—as discussed in the vol-
ume by Elizabeth Key Fowden—was converted from church to mosque by Sultan
Mehmed the Conqueror, who visited the Acropolis in 1458 and, according to Laonikos
Chalkokondyles (Histories 9.18; Kaldellis 2014), “greatly admired its ancient magnificence
and its buildings”. Evliya Çelebi noted that the Parthenon had a pagan and Christian
past, but also an Islamic one (Seyahatname 8; Kahraman et al. 2003). The same illustrious
Athenian building, and the history of Athens itself, was the topic of a unique Ottoman chron-
icle, written c. 1715: The history of the City of Ancient Sages. This is presented in the volume by
Gülçin Tunalı, and was written byMahmud Efendi, with the help—Efendi acknowledges—
of two Greek priests who had read the history of Athens by Georgios Kontaris (published in
Venice in 1675). It is a fascinating text that focuses on antiquity through the lens of a con-
temporary Ottoman Muslim living in Athens. Contemporaneously, the Ottoman town of
Athens had acquired hammams, or Ottoman baths (investigated in the volume by Eleni Kane-
taki, and Aliki Asvesta & Ioli Vingopoulou, through travellers’ narratives), and rich residences
such as the surviving and beautifully restored Benizelos mansion (discussed by Yannis Kizis).
Last, but not least, as shown by Joanita Vroom’s study of the Ottoman period pottery from
excavations in the Agora of Athens, the town’s inhabitants had access to local and imported
ceramics from both Western Europe and the eastern Ottoman Empire; like all people in the
Ottoman Empire in the eighteenth century, they enjoyed coffee and smoking.

OttomanAthens includes a studyofWesternEuropean intervention inAthens—particularly of
the removal of the Parthenon Marbles by Lord Elgin. Elena Korka and Seyyed Mohammad
Taghi Shariat-Panahi discuss three particular Ottoman documents connected with the
removal of theMarbles, an issue that remains highly contentious today. By the early nineteenth
century, Athens had become symbolically important forWesternEuropeans due to its antiqui-
ties. The Greek revolutionaries after 1821 knew this and, as shown by H. Şükrü Ilıcak’s con-
tribution to the volume, theOttomanswere also aware of this ideological dimension of thewar.
Resi̧dMehmedPasha, in particular, reported to the Sublime Porte thatWesternEuropean eyes
were fixed on Athens during the siege of 1826. The Greeks finally capitulated and left the
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Acropolis in the hands of Resi̧d Mehmed Pasha in 1827. In the same year, a beautiful hand-
drawn, detailed Ottoman map of Athens was produced, and is presented in the volume by
Katerina Stathi. This map is reproduced excellently in the book, both in its entirety and in
detailed extracts. The volume also includes a total of 95 beautifully printed illustrations.

Thebookdemonstrates thepotential for further researchon theneglected storyofOttomanAth-
ens. The editors claim in their Introduction (p. 21), that theOttomanArchives “do not contain
the wealth of information that exists for other parts of the Ottoman Empire”. To the best of my
knowledge, there is plenty ofmaterial in theOttoman Archives to support further research. The
two editors,Maria Georgopoulou andKonstantinos Thanasakis, deserve praise for bringing the
volume to publication, as do the foundations which funded publication, and the designer and
press for such a professional outcome.The book is a necessity for both classicists andmodernists
studying Athens, and future researchers should begin by reading this fascinating volume.
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Matthew F. Napolitano, Jessica H. Stone & Robert J. DiNapoli (ed.). 2021. The
archaeology of island colonization: global approaches to initial human settlement. Gainesville:
University Press of Florida; 978-0-8130-6685-1 hardback $95.

Over the last few decades, thanks to several contributors to this vol-
ume, island archaeology has officially emerged as an influential sub-
field (e.g. Rick et al. 2013; Fitzpatrick et al. 2015; Braje et al. 2017).
Questions associated with the initial peopling of islands “set a base-
line from which we construct explanations of the past” (p. 1). Thus,
The archaeology of island colonization, with its global perspective and
multidisciplinary approach, is timely and important.
The book seeks to answer when, from where, and why people settled
on islands. The editors are to be commended for bringing together
scholars who have provided answers to these questions. The 13
chapters are split into three sections: Part One considers theoretical
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