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the monuments in purely symbolic terms. My research also sought to cast light both on the
meanings that the ossuaries elicited under fascism and on the ambiguous position that they
hold today. In effect, I have attempted to examine how the power of the collective
memory, as it operates through architecture, has shaped Italian history.

My research drew extensively on archival material. The archive of the commission that
directed the construction of the ossuaries still exists, and is under the control of the
Ministry for Defence in Rome. The archive is closed to researchers but, after numerous
requests, I was granted access. In this regard, I am indebted to the Permissions Officer
of the BSR, Stefania Peterlini, to the staff of the Commissariato Generale delle
Onoranze ai Caduti, and particularly to the Ten. Col. Roberto Scarpone. Over the last
two months of the Fellowship, I began to catalogue the archive and to uncover related
correspondence, architectural drawings and administrative documents, through which it
was possible to trace the genesis of the ossuaries and its underlying purposes. Given the
wealth of material, I imagine that this research will provide the basis for a book.

During the Fellowship, I consulted secondary literature at the Biblioteca Nazionale, the
Biblioteca di Storia Moderna e Contemporanea, and the Biblioteca Centrale di
Architettura of La Sapienza University. In those libraries, I found contemporary
publications that were aimed at the promotion of the ossuaries, and which included
books, pamphlets and articles in the general and specialized press. Whilst in Rome, I
had the opportunity to meet Italian and foreign scholars working in the field, which
was particularly useful in terms of an insight into Italian attitudes towards the heritage
of fascism.

During my stay at the BSR, I also worked on the manuscript of a book that is based on
my doctoral research on Italy’s monumental cemeteries of the nineteenth century, and
which will be published shortly by Ashgate. My time in Rome was particularly valuable
as it allowed me to explore the architecture of the city and to create a photographic
catalogue of many of its buildings. Moreover, I greatly benefited from contact with
scholars and artists across different disciplines, and for their help and support I wish to
thank all the staff and residents of the BSR.
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The cult of the Duce and the ‘mountain of Rome’: Terminillo, collective
memory and the legacies of fascism, 1934-2012

My research at the BSR looked at the memory and reception of fascism within an area of
fascist foundation: Mount Terminillo in the province of Rieti, built in 1934 as a tourist
resort and known in fascist mythology as the ‘Mountain of Rome’. After the first
pioneering works at the end of the 1970s, scholars increasingly are tackling the thorny
question of the relationship between the fascist regime and ordinary people. On the one
hand, emphasis has been placed on the local dimension of fascism and on the role of
pre-existing socio-cultural realities in mediating and understanding fascism. On the
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other, the importance of emotional and mythological aspects surrounding the figure of
Mussolini has been stressed as the main factor in the popular acceptance of fascism.
Methodologies to study the reception of fascism, however, are still much debated, while
research still needs to be done within specific micro-historical realities on how it was
received and negotiated at grass-roots level. The aim of my research at the BSR,
therefore, was two-fold. Firstly, to look at the reception and memory of fascism within
a previously un-researched rural community and, secondly, to assess the relevance,
within this context, of both the specific characters of local fascism and of emotional/
cultural factors such as the cult of the duce, the myths of Roman Empire, sport and
virility, tourism and fascist modernization. I did so by combining the use of official
sources and oral history research.

During my nine months at the BSR I firstly researched the State Archives in Rome and
Rieti, as well as minor archives such as the Club Alpino Italiano’s archives, both to
reconstruct the origins and development of the Terminillo project and assess its
relevance as the ‘Mountain of Rome’ within the fascist mythology and in relation to
the figure of the duce. Given the lack of secondary sources, I also spent time
investigating the characteristics of local fascism within the Rieti province with a specific
focus on the morale of ordinary people as described in State, party and police reports.
Secondly, I collected oral history interviews and other ‘subjective’ sources (that is
diaries, memoirs, photo albums) from people from the areas surrounding Mount
Terminillo who were born under the regime. About fifteen interviews were collected
directly, while others were gathered from local newspapers and radio broadcasts. This
also allowed me to look at the changing nature of individual and collective memories of
fascism from the end of the 1960s onwards. Among its main outcomes, my research
highlighted a strongly localized character for the reception and memory of fascism in
comparison to previous research I conducted on another site of fascist foundation.
Notwithstanding the relevance of the tourist resort as a factor of local modernization,
the Terminillo project — and the way it was shaped by the dialectic between central
government and provincial institutions — had controversial effects on the collective
memory of the local communities, which were in sharp contrast with propaganda’s
emphasis on fascist mythology and are still reflected in the local image of Mussolini
and fascism. This research will be the source of one academic article and a monograph
combining findings on two different sites of fascist foundation.

During my Fellowship I also had the opportunity to collaborate on a workshop and
exhibition on the bombing of Rome in the Second World War and its memories, while
refining the literary review for the publication of an article from my previous research.
I benefited from the work of the BSR’s award-holders and internal activities (for
example, guided trips to Rome’s fascist sites), and from the cultural exchange with
artists and scholars working on themes such as cultural myths and their reception from
an interdisciplinary outlook. I am therefore very grateful to the BSR’s staff and
residents for their intellectual input, company and hospitality, and also for their
support and accommodating attitude in the special circumstances that arose during my
Fellowship.

SOFIA SERENELLI (20125 2014)
(Independent scholar)
s.serenelli@gmail.com

https://doi.org/10.1017/50068246214000270 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0068246214000270

