
internet site that delivers music for free. Having examples of the music, along with the explanation
(words, tables, notations), greatly helps readers to comprehend the significance of the book.

Finally, this reviewer suggests that the book uses many vernacular terms without detailed explan-
ation and this limits the readership to some extent. Regarding this, the book may be aimed at readers
who are already acquainted with a certain amount of knowledge of Japanese language, culture, and
music. But on the other hand, the book also seems likely to appeal to young scholars of ethnomusic-
ology who are specialists of music but not yet familiar with Japanese music; if so, it would be better if
a glossary of vernacular terms had been provided.

Nevertheless, the book’s diachronic character in structure and comprehensive and comparative per-
spective that covers not only Japanese narratives but also those preserved in other cultures would be
appropriate for neophytes of Japanese music. Those interested in studying genres of Japanese narra-
tives would also certainly find this book of inestimable value. This book won the Tanabe Hisao Prize
in 2016, which is given to an outstanding achievement of ethnomusicology. Also, for her contribu-
tion to the promotion of Japanese music study over many years, she was awarded the Koizumi
Fumio Prize in 2017, which is given to an eminent scholar of ethnomusicology.

Yeolsaui Tansaeng hangugminjung-undong-eseoui han-ui yeoghag열사의탄생한국민중운동에서의

한의 역학 (The Birth of Martyrs: Dynamics of Han in Korean People’s Movement).
By Manabe Yuko 眞鍋 祐子, trans. Kim Jinnam 金景南. Seoul: Minsokwon, 2015. Pp. 342.
ISBN 13: 9788928507771.
Reviewed by Myung-Hee Kim, Konkuk University
E-mail kcckmh@daum.net
doi:10.1017/S147959141700033X

Korean Contemporary History Communicating through Death

This book is a revised and edited version of the author Manabe Yuko’s 1995 Ph.D. dissertation. The
methodologies adopted by this book pioneer a perspective that merges cultural anthropology and
sociology – more precisely, an integrative perspective that maximizes sociological implications
based on anthropological thinking on how “martyrs” are socially constructed in the Korean people’s
movement. As the subtitle Dynamics of Han in Korean People’s Movement shows, the book addresses ser-
ious questions and answers regarding the deep dynamics and prospects of Korea’s democratization,
which was triggered by a historical event involving the death of a worker. This book does not
stop merely at chronologically recording the history of deaths or at analyzing them as one-off events.
Rather, through the keywords of “martyr” and “dynamics of han 恨”, it seeks to investigate the
mechanisms behind the social transposition of deaths and the socio-political dynamics that underlie
the history of the Korean people’s movement. How was this dynamic process constructed?

Social Construction of “Martyrs” and the Root Paradigm

The book has two parts. The major theme of Part 1 is “The Birth of ‘Martyrs’ and the Process of Their
Creation”, while Part 2 analyzes the process of how “Bereaved Families of ‘Martyrs’” become involved
in social movements. Firstly, Part 1 reconstructs the competing interpretations of the social implica-
tions surrounding the 1970 self-immolation of Jeon Tae-Il, a tailor working in Seoul’s Dongdaemun

146 book review

ht
tp

s:
//

do
i.o

rg
/1

0.
10

17
/S

14
79

59
14

17
00

03
3X

 P
ub

lis
he

d 
on

lin
e 

by
 C

am
br

id
ge

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 P

re
ss

mailto:kcckmh@daum.net
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1017/S147959141700033X&domain=pdf
https://doi.org/10.1017/S147959141700033X


Pyeonghwa Market. According to the author, it is impossible for Durkheim’s hypotheses to capture
Jeon’s suicide. Not only is this because he set himself on fire, which was rather rare in Korean trad-
itional society, but also because his suicide could be characterized as “suicide as a form of protest” or
“suicide as communication”. This is why the narrower perspective of it being a “symbolic interaction”
converges with the broader perspective of it being a “social drama”.1 From such a theoretical perspec-
tive, Part 1 aims to track the process of the martyr model being formed, through which the death of
Jeon Tae-Il merges into the category of “martyrs” and made into a social myth.

What is characteristic in Manabe’s analysis of how martyrs are created is the whirlpool of the three
axes of representations surrounding Jeon’s death. The three representations are “Jeon Tae-Il as written
by Jeon Tae-Il” as can be seen in his diary, “Jeon Tae-Il described by Lee So-Sun”, Jeon’s mother, and
“Jeon Tae-Il as portrayed by Cho Young-Rae”, an intellectual well-known as the author of A Critical
Biography of Jeon Tae-Il (Cho Yeong-Rae, Jeon Tae-Il Pyeongjeon). Through such cross-analysis, Manabe
details the process of ideologies being bestowed upon the dead by three major actors – namely,
the subject of death himself, the bereaved family member and an intellectual – and the emergent
process of mutual solidarities. During this emergent process, Jeon’s death is “made” into a form of
a martyr model. The author captures this process as one of creating a “social drama” traversing “stig-
matization → self-stigmatization → charismatization”. In short, Jeon’s death was not naturally given
as the death of a “martyr” from the beginning. Rather, under the intervention of various social actors,
a social death led to the creation of a new meaning as a “martyr”, and such creation of meanings
became the mold for forming later martyrs who repeatedly appeared in the Korean people’s move-
ment of the 1980s.

The author goes on to try to extract the “root paradigm unique to Korean society” from the process
of martyrs being formed up to the 1980s. It is necessary to highlight, at this point, the emergence and
mechanisms of the communitas or the “social anti-structure” as conceptualized by V. Turner. After
the 1980 Gwangju Democratization Movement and the publication of A Critical Biography of Jeon
Tae-Il, the number of suicides as a form of protest abruptly increased after 1986, showing the exist-
ence of a communication device of “public circumstance” that accepts and publicly uses the death
of martyrs. A value of righteousness was then endowed onto this communication device, thereby
reproducing solidarity between the dead and the alive. By traversing this kind of analysis into the
process of counter-socialization, she carefully elaborates how the “social anti-structure” that counter-
acts the dominant political order is formed – in other word, the emerging process of the “society
against the state” – to use the phrase in my title.

Interaction between Bereaved Families and Society: Formation of Families against the State

Set against this historical background, the core idea of Part 2 involves the pattern through which
bereaved families of martyrs and society interact with one another. The birth of an institutionalized
body called the “Association of Bereaved Families of National Democratic Fighters” on August 12,
1986, headed by Lee So-Sun, demonstrated the significance of “bereaved families” as a sub-group
within Korea’s political society. As families mourn, it is possible to find clear patterns of
“consciousness-raising of han” centering on the “world of martyrs”. Put simply, for Korean activists
the struggle for democracy could be understood as a process of “socializing the legacy of the dead”
that took place socially on a broader scale – on the field of solidarity between the living and the
dead. This process presupposes the “legacy of the dead” as a real entity, and then converts its succes-
sion into a social activity aiming for something. During this process, the “Association of Bereaved

1 Victor Turner, The Drums of Affliction: A Study of Religious Processes among the Ndembu of Zambia (Ithaca, NY:
Cornell University, 1981 [1968]).
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Families of National Democratic Fighters” has bonded together as a pseudo-kinship group. It is within
such a context that the concept of “dynamics of han” is able to explain how a unique form of solidar-
ity emerges centered around the martyrs’ families, or how the mechanisms behind “families against
the state” – to use my own expression – are formed.

If I, as a researcher of bereaved families and trauma, were to make links to my own field of interest,
then “han” can be understood as a typical form of trauma, buried in the form of bitterness inside the
minds of Koreans. This book is notable in the sense that it newly contextualizes the “dynamics of
han” as a form of dynamics of trauma or resistant traumatism that cuts across the history of the
Korean people’s movement. Such analysis has the non-depleting explanatory and expansive abilities
to elucidate the dynamics of modern transitional justice experienced by an authoritarian state tran-
sitioning to a democratic one. Against this backdrop, I proposed looking at “bereaved families” as a
group of people who cannot be reduced to the dichotomy of “expanded family vs. nuclear family”
based on the experience of modernization in the West, but as a form of existence of families placed
deep within the Korean political culture. In short, the dynamics of actions taken by bereaved families,
linked to political democratization, can be understood as a form of a “counter intimate sphere” or
“intimate public sphere”, which has the political potential to restructure the existing social order.2

After “Dynamics of Han”

First and foremost, this book is quite meaningful in the sense that, using the keyword of “dynamics of
han”, it focuses on the socio-political dynamics that penetrate the Korean pro-democracy movement
and thereby does not bind “martyrs” to a particular historical event, but rather looks into the mechan-
isms of social formation that reproduce the vicissitudes of Korea’s division and contemporary history.
In other words, the title of the book, The Birth of Martyrs, accurately points to the transformations in
Korean civil society and the dynamics of counter-solidarities being created “after” Jeon Tae-Il and
“after” the Gwangju Democratization Movement.

This point makes me look forward to the author’s next work. However as a researcher of Durkheim,
I must comment on one point. The dynamics of han, while transforming the social anti-structure
formed from the solidarity between the dead and the alive, i.e., religious ethos or traditional values
and going through a certain ritualistic process to create sacredness (作聖), could have been empha-
sized even further by relying on theoretical resources from Durkheim’s The Elementary Forms of
Religious Life (1912) rather than Suicide (1897), which comprises one step in the author’s reconstruc-
tion. This is because when a state, for a long time, acts not as the guardian of social contract but as the
perpetrator of violence – “forced division of labor” according to Durkheim – then the explanation on
how society maintains and transforms itself can act as a clue to understanding Korea’s unique form of
a defiant civil society. In this regard, Durkheim’s insight that pre-contractual solidarity, in other
words, a community based on beliefs and emotions, can bond society is, in fact, precisely in line
with, and not in contradiction to, the main arguments of this book.

Also, I cannot help but be in awe of the author’s insight in terms of how she proposes, all the while
resonating with Durkheim, that the dynamics of emotion in the course of bitterness transitioning to
han be viewed as a form of “historical consciousness” that cuts across the history of the Korean peo-
ple’s movement. (According to the author, bitterness is individual grief whereas han is collective
grief.) It is possible to see, at this juncture, the deep contemplation and the hopeful visions of the
author who adheres to the concept of “dynamics of han” in order to be able to read the social dynam-
ics of democratization in Korea, which cannot be fully captured by the concept of “trauma”, fraught

2 Kim, Myung-Hee, “The Possibility of Intimate Public Sphere: Political Familism of Divided Koreans,” S/N
Korea Humanities 2:1 (2016), pp. 75–101.
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with psychopathological implications. Such insight opens profound imagination for research on his-
torical trauma, on the social emotional system, and even for collective work seeking a horizon of
shared empathy in East Asia, all of which are newly emerging in today’s Korean intellectual commu-
nity. This is why the strenuous efforts of the author and the translator, who completed the Korean
translation twenty years after the writing of the book, have not been in vain.

Hōsetsugata shakai: Shakaiteki haijo apurōchi to sono jissen包摂型社会：社会的排除アプローチと

その実践 (Towards an Inclusive Society).
By Jeon Hong-Gyu (Jon Hongyu) 全泓奎. Kyoto: Hōritsu Bunkasha, 2015. Pp. x + 196. ISBN 10:
4589036711; ISBN 13: 978-4589036711.

Hōsetsu toshi o kōsōsuru: Higashiajia ni okeru jissen包摂型都市を構想する：東アジアにおける実践

(Towards an Inclusive City).
Edited by Jeon Hong-Gyu (Jon Hongyu) 全泓奎. Kyoto: Horitsu Bunka Sya, 2016. Pp. iv + 206.
ISBN 10: 4589037351; ISBN 13: 978-4589037350.
Reviewed by Hiroshi Tarohmaru, Kyoto University
E-mail taroumaru.hiroshi.7u@kyoto-u.ac.jp
doi:10.1017/S1479591417000341

Poverty is an important topic in the social sciences and in the implementation of social policies. In the
1980s, a new approach centering on the concept of social exclusion and aimed at addressing the mul-
tiple dimensions of poverty emerged within several European countries, including France and the
United Kingdom. According to proponents of this approach, poverty and exclusion from mainstream
society are intertwined in practice. For example, those who are unemployed for a long duration are not
just excluded from employment; they are also excluded from proper training and education, as well as
from residential facilities, community services, and political decision making. Although the causal rela-
tionship between social exclusion and poverty remains unclear, many social policy researchers and pol-
icymakers in the European Union (EU) have recognized that social exclusion is a critical issue that
should be targeted by policies. With the increase in immigrants and in numbers of the unemployed
and underemployed in EU countries, the social exclusion/inclusion approach has gained popularity.

The term “social exclusion/inclusion” has travelled widely and been applied by social policy
researchers in several Asian countries. The two books that feature in this review are examples of
attempts to apply the concept in Asian settings. The first of the two books, Towards an Inclusive
Society by Jeon, was originally written as a textbook for his graduate seminar, and was subsequently
developed to serve community-level practitioners (pp. i–ii). Jeon explains that the book focuses on
the topic of residence, because its relation to social exclusion has not been adequately theorized.
Moreover, there is a lack of accumulated case studies on this topic (p. ii). This focus on residence
and social exclusion is promising, given the widespread and long-held recognition among researchers
that residence and neighborhood are crucial factors for understanding poverty. However, there are
only a few references to previous studies on poverty, neighborhood, and housing in these two
books. A rigorous examination and analysis of the accumulated body of studies on this topic
would facilitate the development of a new theoretical framework.

The first book comprises three parts. The first part, which is titled “Poverty as Process,” presents an
overview of the background and meaning of the term social exclusion/inclusion. Drawing on several
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