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Gs SETS IN ¢-IDEALS GENERATED BY COMPACT SETS
MAYA SARAN

Abstract. Given a compact Polish space E and the hyperspace of its compact subsets /C(E ). we consider
G o-ideals of compact subsets of E. Solecki has shown that any o-ideal in a broad natural class of G
ideals can be represented via a compact subset of C(E): in this article we examine the behaviour of Gy
subsets of E with respect to the representing set. Given an ideal / in this class, we construct a representing
set that recognises a compact subset of E as being “small” precisely when it is in /. and recognises a Gy
subset of E as being “small” precisely when it is covered by countably many compact sets from 7.

§1. Introduction. Let £ be a compact Polish space and let X(E) denote the
hyperspace of its compact subsets, equipped with the Vietoris topology. A basis for
this topology consists of sets of the form

(FEK(E):FCU. FNU #0Vi=1.....k}

forsome k € Nand opensets Up. ..., U, C E. with U; C U, foreach i. A nonempty
set I C K(E) is an ideal of compact sets if it is closed under the operations of
taking compact subsets and finite unions. An ideal 7 is a g-ideal if it is also closed
under countable unions whenever the union itself is compact. Such families arise
commonly in analysis out of various notions of smallness.

It is now long established that the condition of being an ideal or g-ideal of
compact sets is strongly related to the complexity of / considered as a subset of
K(E). By a result of Dougherty—Kechris and Louveau (see [2]), we know that if 7 is
a Gy ideal, it must in fact be a g-ideal, and by results of Kechris—Louveau—Woodin
proved in the seminal article [4, Section 1], we know that if a g-ideal is coanalytic
or analytic, it must be either complete coanalytic or simply G5. Having established
this dichotomy [4] focused more on coanalytic ideals than on the class of Gy ideals;
however the latter includes rich examples and its theory is far from trivial.

In this article we consider Gs g-ideals of compact sets that also satisfy the follow-
ing condition, formulated by Solecki in [7]: a collection of compact sets I C K(E)
has property (x) if, for any sequence of sets (K, ),en C I, there exists a G set G such
that|J, K, € G and K(G) C 1. While property () is stronger than the condition of
being a g-ideal, it holds in all natural examples of G5 g-ideals, including the ideals
of compact meager sets, measure-zero sets, sets of dimension <n for fixed n € N,
and Z-sets. (See [7] for these and other examples and a discussion of property (*).)

Received April 10, 2018.
2010 Mathematics Subject Classification. 03E15, 28A05, 54HO0S.
Key words and phrases. descriptive set theory, ideals of compact sets.

© 2019. Association for Symbolic Logic
0022-4812/19/8402-0016
DOI:10.1017/js1.2019.6

781

https://doi.org/10.1017/js1.2019.6 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/jsl.2019.6

782 MAYA SARAN

Solecki has shown that any such ideal is represented via the meager ideal of a closed
subset of IC(E), as follows. For A C E . we define A* as the set of all compact subsets
of E that intersect 4, i.e.,

A* ={K e K(E): KN A0}

The representation theorem ([7, Section 3]) says that, if I C K(E) is coanalytic and
nonempty. then I has property (x) if and only if there exists a closed set F C K(E)
such that

VK € K(E), K € I < K*ismeagerin F.

Here when we say that K* is meager in F, we mean that K* N F is relatively meager
in F. (This representation is a ‘category analogue’ to a result of Choquet (see [1])
that establishes a correspondence between alternating capacities of order co on E
and probability Borel measures on K(E).) We have shown in [5] that as long as [
has no nonmeager sets the set F can be assumed to be upward closed, i.e., it contains
all compact supersets of its members. The upward closedness of F ensures that the
map K — K* N F, afundamental function in this context, is continuous.

Motivated by results on Gy ideals with property (). Solecki has framed in [7.
Section 7] some natural further questions about the relationship of Gj subsets of £
to a representing set F. (Another question asks if every thin G; ideal has property
(%).) The present article takes up the following particular question: given a G ideal
I with property (x), does I have a representing set F for which, given a Gs set
G C E, G* will be meager in F precisely when G is covered by countably many
compact sets in 7? We answer in the affirmative, and if the ideal under consideration
contains only sets with empty interiors, we construct a representing set F that is
also upward closed. (The other questions remain open.)

THEOREM 1.1. Let E be a compact Polish space and let I C K(E) be a Gy ideal
of compact sets, with property (). Then there exists a compact set F C K(E) such
that any Gy subset G of E is covered by countably many sets in I if and only if G* is
meager in F.

Further, if I contains only meager sets, then there exists a set F as above that is also
upward closed.

In fact a stronger statement is true: we can replace Gs subsets of E by analytic
sets by invoking Solecki’s theorem from [6]. viz., given a family of compact subsets
of a Polish space E, an analytic subset of 4 of E cannot be covered by countably
many sets from the family if and only if 4 has a Gs subset that cannot be so covered.
We give this stronger result as a corollary.

COROLLARY 1.2. Let E be a compact Polish space and let I C K(E) be a G5 ideal
of compact sets, with property (x). Then there exists a compact set F C K(E) such
that any analytic subset A of E is covered by countably many sets in I if and only if
A* is meager in F.

Further, if I contains only meager sets, then there exists a set F as above that is also
upward closed.

Note that the set F (of both the theorem and the corollary) will indeed be a
representing set for 7, i.e., for any compact K C E, the membership of K in I will
be characterized by the meagerness of K* in F. (The trivial proof of this is indicated
in Proposition 2.1.)
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We remark that the condition that / contain only meager sets is necessary if the
set F of Theorem 1.1 is to be upward closed (indeed, if any representing set for
I is to be upward closed). For if F C K(E) is nonempty and upward closed and
U C E isnonempty and open, the set U* NF, an open subset of F, is automatically
nonempty. Thus if any set K C E has nonempty interior, K* will have nonempty
interior in F.

A final remark on a consequence of Theorem 1.1. In some cases, the notion of
smallness that defines I can also be applied in a natural way to Gj sets. (For example,
I might consist of compact nullsets with respect to Lebesgue measure on [0, 1]; here
the notion of being a nullset applies to G sets as well.) Theorem 1.1 implies that a
representing set F that works to identify small compact sets K (via the meagerness
of K* in F) need not work to identify small Gs sets. (Continuing with the same
example, the theorem gives us a set F such that, if K C E is compact then K* is
meager in F exactly when K is a nullset—but given a G5 set G, the meagerness of
G* in F depends not at all on whether G is null, but only on whether G is covered
by countably many compact nullsets. And certainly [0, 1] does have G5 nullsets that
cannot be so covered. for example, comeager nullsets.)

§2. Preliminaries. We will say that a set A C K(E) is downward closed if A
contains all compact subsets of its members. We will use the notation Gs(E) for the
collection of all G5 subsets of E.

The next proposition indicates the approach we will take in proving Theorem 1.1:
if 7 C K(E) is known to be a representing set for 7, it suffices to consider Gy sets
all of whose nonempty open subsets have closure not in 7.

PRrROPOSITION2.1. Let E be a compact Polish space and let I C K(E) be anonempty
G; ideal of compact sets, with property (x). Let F C K(E). Then the following holds

VG € G5(E).
(G C U K, for some K, € I) — (G* meager in ]-') (1)
neN
if and only if the two conditions below hold.:
VK € K(E), K € I <= K" is meagerin F. (2)
and

V nonempty G € Gs(E),
(Vopen UUNG#D) = UNG ¢ I) — (G* isnonmeagerin]-"). (3)

ProoF. Let (1) hold. The forward implication of (2) is immediate because com-
pact sets are Gjs: the converse is immediate in light of property (). To prove (3),
suppose that G is a nonempty G set such that for every nonempty relatively open
subset of G has closure not in 1. By (1), to show that G* is nonmeager in F, it
suffices to show that G cannot be covered by countably many sets in /. So suppose
G C U, F, for some F, € I. Since G is nonempty and Polish and each F, N G is
relatively closed in G, for some n € N, F,, N G contains a nonempty relatively open
subset, say U, of G. Now UCF,NG CF, €1, acontradiction.

https://doi.org/10.1017/js1.2019.6 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/jsl.2019.6

784 MAYA SARAN

Now let (2) and (3) hold. The implication from left to right in (1) is immediate
because if G C |J, K, then G* C |J, K,,*. To prove the other direction, suppose
G is a G; set not covered by the countable union of any sets in /. Set Gy = G and
recursively define for successor ordinals o + 1 and limit ordinals 4 the sets

Got1 = Gy \ U {U: U C G, relatively open in G, and U € I}:

G, = () Go-

a<l

For each ordinal a, G, is a closed subset of G. So for some ay < w1, Gy = Goyt1-
If G,, were empty. then G would be covered by a countable number of sets U with
U € 1. a contradiction. (Countability can be obtained by considering open sets
only from some countable basis.) So G,, is nonempty, and the closure of every
relatively open nonempty subset of it is outside 7. Now by (3). G is nonmeager in
F and therefore so is G*. -

We will say that a subset of E is “everywhere big with respect to I if all of its
nonempty relatively open subsets have closure not in /7. We make a remark for later
use. The transfinite process described in the proof above can be carried out on any
closed subset F of E. At each stage, the set we are removing from F can be written
as the countable union of closed sets in /. So we can write F as

F:FuUn,
neN

where each F, is a compact set in 7, and F’ is a closed subset of F. which, if
nonempty, is everywhere big with respect to /.

In light of Proposition 2.1, to prove Theorem 1.1, we may find a compact F C
K(E) that serves as a representing set for 7 and then simply show (3). To examine
the meagerness in F of some subset A of F, we will employ the Banach—-Mazur
game in F on A, which proceeds thus. Players I and II take turns playing nonempty
open subsets of F as follows:

Player I V) VoL
Player I1 Wo 1247
satisfying Vo 2 Wy 2 Vi 2 W, O ---. Player II wins this run of the game if

N, Wa(=1, Vu) C A. The key fact about this game is that Player II has a winning
strategy if and only if A is comeager in F: see, for example, Section 8.H of [3] for a
proof.

We will make use of the HausdorfT metric for the topology on K(E), derived from
some fixed complete metric on E thus. For x € E. let B(x, r) denote the open ball of
radius r around x. The Hausdorff distance between nonempty compact sets F' and
K is then the infimum of all € such that F C |J, .« B(x.e)and K C User B(x.€).

Finally, we shall make use of the following equivalence proved by Solecki in [7,
Section 5]. Solecki has shown that for a nonempty set / C K(E). I is a Gs set with
property (x) if and only if there exists a sequence of open, downward closed sets
U, CK(E).n € N, such that I = ﬂn U, and the sets U, satisfy the condition that

VK €U, Im e NYVL e U, K UL €U,. (4)
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By taking the obvious finite intersections, we may in fact assume that (U4,) is a
decreasing sequence. For many Gy ideals with property (x). the sets U, C K(E)
refered to here present themselves naturally. For example, for the ideal of closed
null sets for an outer regular Borel measure u, we may define the sets U, by setting

1
U, = {K € K(E) : K C U for some open U such that u(U) < ;}
It is straightforward to see that the sets U/, satisfy (4) and their intersection is /.

§3. Proving the theorem. The principal part of the proof of Theorem 1.1 is the
construction of a suitable closed and upward closed set F for the case where /
contains only meager sets. This construction requires £ to have infinitely many
limit points, and also requires the existence of at least one meager compact set with
at least three points that is everywhere big with respect to 7. This necessitates the
treatment of two relatively trivial special cases in a separate proposition, which we
shall dispense with:

PROPOSITION 3.1. Let E be a compact Polish space andlet I C K(E) be a Gy ideal
of compact sets, with property (x). containing only meager sets. If either one of the
following conditions holds:

1. E has only finitely many limit points, or
2. every meager compact subset of E that is everywhere big with respect to I has
at most two points,

then the conclusion of Theorem 1.1 holds.

ProOF. Since / has only meager sets, / has some closed and upward closed set
representing set & C K(E). Let G C E be a G; set that is everywhere big with
respect to /; we show that G* is nonmeager in F.

Suppose that £ has only finitely many limit points. If G contains any isolated
point, then G has nonempty interior and so G* is nonmeager in F. On the other
hand, if G contains no isolated point of E, it must be a finite, and therefore closed,
set (and it is nonempty). So we have G = G ¢ I, and again G* is nonmeager in F.

Coming to the other condition, suppose that every meager compact subset of E
that is everywhere big with respect to / has at most two points. If x € E belongs to
some such finite everywhere big meager set, then clearly {x} is not in 7. Note that
there can be at most two points altogether, say x; and x;, that show up in such sets.
(If there were three distinct points making an appearance in finite everywhere big
meager sets, then the three points together would comprise another such set.)

Take now our nonempty Gj set G which is everywhere big with respect to 7. If
G contains one of the x;, then {x;}* C G*, and so G* is not meager in F. On the
other hand, if G contains no such x;. then by replacing G with a suitable nonempty
relatively open subset of itself if necessary. we may assume that G contains no such
x; either. Now write G as

E:GUUFn,

where each F, is a relatively closed and relatively meager subset of G. Each F, is
also a closed meager subset of £, and by the remark following Proposition 2.1, can
be written as
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F,=F,ul JFp.
m
where F, is either empty or a meager compact subset of E that is everywhere big
with respect to I, and each F)! is in /. Since F), is disjoint from {x;, x}. it must

simply be empty. We now have
G=GU|JF;.
n.m

and so -
G =GulJFy.
n.m

Since each F"* is meager in F. but G s nonmeager in F, it must be the case that

m
G* is nonmeager in F. -

Note that the preceding proposition has covered the case of the ideal of meager
compact sets (denoted MGR(E)). because this ideal satisfies the second condition:
there are no nonempty meager compact subsets of E that are everywhere big with
respect to 1.

We now turn to the construction of a set F as in Theorem 1.1 in the case where
I has only meager set. The construction has two stages. First, we construct suitable
representing sequences of closed and upwards closed sets for /. Second, we join these
countably many sets into a single F that will satisfy the conclusion of Theorem 1.1.
For ease of exposition we separate the first stage into a proposition of its own. But
first, a lemma:

LEmMMA 3.2. Let F be a meager compact subset of a Polish space E. Then we may
find a sequence of pairwise disjoint regular closed sets (F,) converging to and disjoint
from F.

PRrROOF. Since F is meager, for each ¢ > 0 we can find a finite nonempty set
disjoint from F whose Hausdorff distance from F is less than e, and of course
positive. This allows us to successively construct a sequence of pairwise disjoint
finite sets F,, converging to and disjoint from F. By successively replacing each
finite set F, with a set of the form | J, cF, B(x.d,) for a suitably chosen positive J,.
we obtain a sequence satisfying the required conditions. -

PROPOSITION 3.3.  Let E be a compact Polish space and let I C K(E) be a G ideal
of compact sets, with property (x), containing only meager sets. Let U, V be open
subsets of E with disjoint closures and suppose that V' contains a compact meager set
M that is everywhere big with respect to I. Then there exist closed and upward closed
sets Fpy C K(E), m € N, such that:

VK e K(U). K ¢ I = 3ImF, C K*: (5)
VK € K(E), K € I = VYmK™ is meager in Fy,: (6)

V nonempty G € G5(U),
(G is everywhere big w.r.t. 1) = (HmG* is comeager in .7-',71). (7)

Additionally, o
VmeN, F, CV": and (8)
VmeN, Yopen W CE. VUUCW = K(W)NFn,#0. 9)
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Proor. Fix a decreasing sequence of open, downward closed sets U, C K(E)
such that
1 =(\thy
n

and (4) holds for the sets U,. For K € K(E) and n € N, we will say that “K is
n-small” if K € U,, else, we will say that “K is n-big”. Clearly K € I if and only if
K is n-small for all n, and as each U, is downward closed, an n-big set cannot be
contained in an n-small set.

Fix a countable basis 5 for E, closed under finite unions. By Lemma 3.2, inside V
we may find a sequence of pairwise disjoint regular closed sets (M;). say, converging
to and disjoint from M. Note that the union of finitely many members of the
sequence (M;) will have an open superset that is disjoint from all other members of
the sequence. With each B € B we associate a subsequence of (M;), whose members
we shall denote M (B.n). n € N, in such a way that for each i the set M; appears in
the sequence (M (B. n)), for exactly one set B € B.

For F € K(E). we introduce some useful terms. For B € B, we will say that “F
allows B” if F N M (B, n) has nonempty interior for every n € N. For i € N we will
say that “F is blank in M;” if F N M; = (). We will say that “F has k blanks before
M;” if k of thesets FN My, FN M, ..., F N M;_ are empty.

Now for m € N, we will define a set A,, C K(E) thus. For F € K(E), we will say
that F € A, if the following conditions hold:

Cond. 1. There exists » € Nsuch that F N M; has nonempty interior for alli > r.

Cond. 2. Theset F N M isnotin /.

Cond. 3. There exist p € N and By, B».....B, € B, arranged in the order in
which the first terms of their associated subsequences occur within the
sequence (M;) (so that, for example. M (By. 1) occurs in (M;) earlier
than M (B>, 1) does) such that:

(3a) F allows each B;;
(3b) the union of the sets B; is m-small, i.c.,

p —_—
U Bi S Z/{m;
1
(3c) foreach j =1..... p. if F has k; blanks before M (B;.1) then

EEZ/{k.Z

j°

C=

J

(3d) finally,

P
E\FNnUC|JB:.
i=1

We will say that the tuple (B;. Bs.....B,.r) witnesses the membership of F in
Ay Note that Cond. 1 implies that £ allows all but finitely many basic sets. Note
also that from Cond. (3d) we have that F and the sets B; cover U.
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It is easy to see that A, is upward closed. (If some set F in A,, has witness
(B1.Bs, ..., B,.r), then the same witness will work for any compact superset of F.
Here we make use of the fact that the sequence (U4, ) is decreasing.)

Set F,, = A,,. This is still an upward closed set.

Our goals are now to show that (5)—(9) hold. We start with the last two. Certainly
(8) is immediate (each F in F,, intersects M ). To see (9). fix m € N and fix an open
superset W of V' U U. We want to show that (W) N F,, # (. Let W’ be open
such that VU U C W' C W' C W, Itis clear that the set W’ satisfies Cond. 1and
Cond. 2, and that W allows all basic sets and has no blanks at all in (M;). Since

E\NW NT =1,

we can simply take any basic set B whose closure is in U,, to get a witness (B, 1) for
the membership of W’ in A,,. (Certainly U,, will contain the closures of some basic
sets, just because any member of the open set U, is the limit of a sequence of the
closures of basic sets.)

We move on to (5). Fix a compact set K C U not in I, and fix mg such that
K ¢ Uy, For F € A,,. we have E\ F NU C [J{ B; for some basic sets B;
satisfying the condition that | J} B; is mo-small. The sets F and |J} B; cover U and
therefore cover K. Since K is m-big it cannot fit inside Uf ‘B;, and so must intersect
F.Thus A,,, € K*; the latter being closed we also get F,,,, C K*.

Next. (6). Fix K € I, m € Nand € > 0. Let F € A, and let the tuple
(B1.Bs, ..., B,. r) witness the membership of F in A,,. We will find a setin A, \ K*
within e of F'; this will suffice to show that K* is nowhere dense, and hence meager,
in Fm.

The sets B; satisfy the condition that

p
UBi € Un.
i=1

and they also satisfy the following p many conditions: foreach j = 1,..., p, if F
has k; blanks before M (B;, 1) then

EEUJ(V.

J

Cs

j

We may now pick a ¢ € N large enough so that:

e we can add a g-small set to | J!' B; and stay in U,

e foreach j =1,..., p, we can add a ¢g-small set to Uf B; and stay in U,

e if F has a total of 7 blanks in the sequence (M;). then ¢ > 1.

Now, FNM ¢ K because FNM ¢ I.Letx € FNM \ K. Pick a positive d < €
such that B(x,d) is disjoint from K. Since M is in B(x,d)*, which is an open subset
of K(E). we may fix iy € N such thatVi > ip. M; € B(x.6)*.i.e.. M; N B(x,5) # 0.
As the interior of each M; is dense in it, we have Vi > io, (M;)° N B(x.,d) # .

Now consider the finitely many sets M; for i < iy. For each of these sets M; we

define an open subset V; thus. If F N M; # ¢, then, recalling that M; is regular and
K is meager, we fix a nonempty open set ¥; C M; such that V; C |J, . B(y.9) and

V;N K = (). If on the other hand F N M; = ¢. then we simply set V; = ().
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Now consider a sequence of basic open sets containing K whose closures converge
to K. As K belongs to the open set I, these closures eventually lie in ¢/,. Pick a
member B of this sequence such that:

e M(B.1) occurs in the sequence (M;) after M;, and after M (B,,.1). and
e Bcl,.

Now let B’ be an open set such that K € B’ C B/ C B, and set

F'=(F\B)UB(x.0)u| 7.

i<ig

which is clearly disjoint from K. We now claim that F’ is in A,,.

Cond. 1 is satisfied as B(x.d) N M; has nonempty interior for alli > iy. Cond. 2 is
satisfied as B(x.d) N M contains B(x.6) N M, which is notin I as M is everywhere
big with respect to 1.

The tuple (Bj. Bs..... B, B, i) witnesses the membership of F’ in A,,. To see
this, first note that F' N M; has nonempty interior for every i where F N M; had
nonempty interior, so F’ allows any basic set that F allowed. including each B;.
The basic set B is allowed as the entire sequence (M (B.n)), lies in the iy-tail of
(M;). Hence Cond. (3a) holds. Cond. (3b) holds for this witness by choice of g.

Cond. (3c) now consists of p + 1 conditions. For j = 1...., p.if F’ has k; blanks
before M (B;.1). then k', < k;, and by choice of ¢ we have [ J] B; UB € Uy, C Uy .
The p + 1st condition is that we must have B € U, where k is the number of blanks
that F’ has before M (B.1). Now. F’ can have no more than ¢ blanks before M (B, 1)
because it has no more than ¢ blanks anywhere, and thus B € U, €U, C Ug. So
Cond. (3c) holds. Finally, for Cond. (3d) note that. by definition of F’, we have
F\B' CF',andthus E\F'CE\(F\B')=B UE\F.So

P P
UNENF CTUN {FUE\F} cBulJB cBU|JB.
i=1 i=1

So we have F’ € A,, \ K*. It remains to examine the distance of F’ from F. We
first note that the set # U B(x.0) U U, V; is within € of F. (This follows from the
fact that x € F and J < e, and by the choice of V;’s.) In forming the set ' we have
removed some points from this set and may have obtained a set that is more than e
away from F. Recalling again that K is meager and 4, is upward closed, this can
be remedied by adding to F’ a finite set of points, all outside K. to obtain a set in
A, \ K* once again within e of the original set F.

Thus we have shown that K* is meager in F,,.

Having establised that the sets F,, determine membership of compact sets K in
1. we now address (7):

Let G C U be a nonempty G set that is everywhere big with respect to /. Let
(H,) be an increasing sequence of closed sets that are relatively meager in G such
that G = G\ U, Hy-

Fix mq such that G ¢ U,,. so that F,,, C G . In order to show that G* is
comeager in F,,,, we will play the Banach-Mazur game in F,,,. on the set G*; we
will describe a winning strategy for Player 11, i.e.. if Player I is playing sets V), and
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Player I1 is playing sets W, (all open subsets of F,,, satisfying the inclusions of the
game) we will show that (), W, C G*.

Player I starts the game by playing some V. If F' is a set in V; N Ay, with witness
(Bi.By....B,.r), then we know that G \ (U? B is nonempty. (In fact, this is why
we know that G intersects F.) If Player II can construct W, a further nonempty
open subset of F,,,, and D;, a nonempty relatively open subset of G, such that

e DI N H = 0, and

e W CDr,
and if Player II can keep going in this way, producing with each successive W, that
it plays, an open subset D, of G, such that

° &Q D,_;forn>1,

e D,NH, = (0, and

e W, CD, .
then Player II will have a winning strategy.

Therefore it suffices to show the following.

CrLamM. Let D and H be nonempty subsets of G, with D relatively open in G. and
H relatively meager and closed in G. Suppose that V is a nonempty relatively open
subset of F, such that for any F € V N Ay,. if (B1.Ba.....B,.r) witnesses the
membership of F in A, then

P
D\ |JB #0.
Jj=1

Then there exists a further nonempty relatively open subset V' of Fu,, containedin V),
and a further nonempty relatively open subset D' of G, such that D' C D \ H and, for
any F € V'N Ay, if (B1. B>. ..., B,.r) witnesses the membership of F in A,,. then

P
B 0.
j=1

(This then implies that F € D', and thus we have V' C D'".)

We prove the claim.
Without loss of generality. we may assume that V' has the form

V=AK €Fu, : KC Vo, KNV; £Wi=1,...,1},

where the sets V7,..., V; are nonempty open subsets of the open set V. We can
further assume that each V; is an e-ball for some fixed e.
Fix F € VN A,,. with witness (B}, Ba, . ... B,.rp), say. Since the open set

intersects D, it Eltersects D. As H is meager in ‘G, within D we can find a further
open subset of G, say D’, such that

ﬁgD\(OEuH).
j=1
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Since G is everywhere big with respect to 7, we know that D’ ¢ I. Fix a k such that
D' ¢ Uy

Foreach j = 1..... p. we have that F allows B;. In the remainder of the proof.
the idea is to find an open neighbourhood of F in K(E) within which the specific
sets By, .... B, remain allowed. but basic sets B other than these are not allowed
unless the closure of their union is k-small. This will force any member of A,,, in
this neighbourhood to intersect D', which is k-big.

Recall that B, is the last basic set in the witnessing tuple. Pick r such that

e M, appears in (M (B,.n)),. the subsequence of (M;) associated with B,,:
e 1 is large enough so that for i > r, the Hausdorff distance between M; and M
(the limit of (M;)) is less than e.

There are up to r many basic sets B whose associated subsequences have appeared
within the initial r terms of the sequence (M;). These include the sets Bj..... B,.

For each of these finitely many basic sets B other than By, . ... B,. find one member
of the associated sequence that occurs after M, and tag it. Now again find ' € N
such that M, lies within the subsequence (M (B, n)), and also M, occurs after all
the up to r — p tagged sets. Ensure also. by choosing a larger 1’ if necessary, that
there are at least k sets M; with r < i < r’ that do not occur in (M (B}, n)), for any
j =1.....p. Now let R be the union of all the sets M; for r < i < 1’ except for

those that are associated with the specific basic sets Bj..... B,.. i.e..
R = U {M; :r <i<r'.M;doesnot occur in (M (B;.n)), for1 < j < p}.

R is a closed set that contains all the tagged sets and it is a finite union of at least
k many members of (M;). It is disjoint from all members of (M;) that it does not
contain, and also from M. We also know that R cannot completely contain any
e-ball. (Any such ball that it did contain would be forced to intersect M as well as
be disjoint from M .) In particular, R cannot completely contain any of the sets V.
For1 <i </ fixy;in V;\ R.
Set
V =K(Vo\R)NV.

We show that the sets D’. V' satisfy all the required conditions. We already have
D’ C D\ H. We now show that V' # (). Since F € V we have that F C V. Let O
be an open superset of R so chosen that it does not contain any of the points y; for
i =1,..../ and also so that it does not intersect any set M that is disjoint from R.
We may also ensure that O N U = (), as R is a closed set disjoint from U. Now let

F'=(F\O)U{yi:i=1..... I}.

Itisclear that F/ C Vy\ Rand F' N V; # O for 1 <i </.Toshow that F’' € A,,.
it suffices to show that F \ O € A, . since the addition of points does not affect
membership in A, . First note that since O meets only finitely many of the sets M;.
the sequence (M; N (F \ 0)); still has a tail with nonempty interiors (starting at say
rg+), so that Cond. 1 holds. Next, note that F \ O allows each of By...., B,. which
already satisfy Cond. (3b) and Cond. (3c). and that

E\N(F\O)NU=E\FNU.
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Therefore the tuple (By. B>, . ... B,.rp:) witnesses the membership of F \ O in A, .
Thus V' is nonempty.

We now show that for any L € V' N A,,. if the membership of L in A4,, is
witnessed by (Bj. Bj. ... ,B,’y,, rr). then

~ <

pl
D'\ B} #0.
j=1

Solet L € V' N A,,. What are the basic sets B that L can allow? (This is the
dénouement!) If B is not one of the original B; obtained from the set F. then
M (B. 1) cannot occur before M,. (If it did. some member of its associated sequence
is a tagged set included in R, but L is disjoint from R.) M (B.1) cannot occur
between M, and M, as in this range the only M; remaining in Vj \ R were part
of the sequences associated with the original B;. Therefore the sequence associated
with B is entirely contained in the r'-tail of (M;).

With this in mind, any witness of the membership of L in 4,,, must have the form
(Bi,.Bi,.....B;,.B{.B}.....Bl,.rr), where the sets B;. B;,. . ... B;, are taken from
Bi.B;....,B,and M (Bj.1) lies in the r'-tail of (M;).

Note also that L, missing the whole of R. has at least k¥ many blanks occuring
before M (B{. 1) in the sequence (M;). Therefore by Cond. (3c¢),

while D" ¢ Uy.. We also know that the whole of D’ lies outside | J/_, B;. So

o\ (UB uUB) =D\ UB #0.
j=1 j=1 j=1

Thus the sets V' and D’ satisfy all the required conditions, and the Claim holds,
completing the proof. -

We now wish to construct a single upward closed set F satisfying Theorem 1.1 for
ideals that contain only meager sets. We first find pairs of disjoint open sets U,, V,
such that the sets U, cover E and for each pair U, V},, we can apply Proposition 3.3
to get representing sequences (F;,),,. We then want to obtain a single representing
set F that does the job for the whole space E. The idea is that we form F by taking
some manner of union of all the 7). in such a way that for a fixed n, m we are able
to find an open subset of K(E) within which all the members of F come only from
this particular 7). The essence of the construction of F is that we marry each F,
to a particular ‘permission set’ before throwing them all into a common union, in
such a way that permission sets can be excluded or included from our desired open
set as needed.

We proceed.

THEOREM 3.4. Let E be a compact Polish space and let I C K(E) be a Gy ideal
of compact sets, with property (x). containing only meager sets. Then there exists a
compact upward closed set F C K(E) such that any Gs subset G of E is covered by
countably many sets in 1 if and only if G* is meager in F.
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Proor. By Proposition 2.1, it suffices to construct a set 7 C K(E). closed and
upward closed, such that

VK € K(E),K ¢ I = K* is nonmeager in F; (10)
VK € K(E).K € I = K*ismeagerin F; (11)

V nonempty G € Gs(E),
(G is everywhere big w.r.t. I) = (G is nonmeager in F). (12)

By Proposition 3.1, we may assume that £ has infinitely many limit points, and
E has some meager compact subset with at least three points that is everywhere
big with respect to /. We first construct nonempty open subsets U}, U,, U3 and
V1, V>, V3 of E such that

1. the sets Uy, U,, U form an open cover of E;
2. the following strict inclusions hold:

VIS U\ (GzUul). V2 C U\ (U U0,). V3 C U (LU Us),

=

and, in each of the three set inclusions above, if the smaller set is removed from
the larger one then at least one limit point of £ is left behind:
3. for each n = 1,2, 3, there exists a sequence of closed and upward closed sets
(F),,. such that the sets U = U,. V = V, and F,, = F} all satisfy (5). (6).
(7). (8). and (9).
To do this, fix a meager compact subset M of E, with at least three points, that is
everywhere big with respect to 7. We may assume that £ \ M contains at least three
limit points of E. (Why? If M contains all but perhaps two of the infinitely many
limit points of E, we can pick a suitable relatively open subset U of M such that
U contains at least three of these points and omits another three. The set U is still
both meager and everywhere big with respect to 7. so we can replace M with U.)
Let us say that a;, a». and a3 are limit points of £ not in M.
Since M contains at least three points, we may find open sets Vi, V>, V3 with
disjoint closures, all of which intersect M, and none of which contains any point
a;. Now let U; and U, be open sets with disjoint closures such that

Ui 2V3U{as}. U, 2 ViU {a1}.and(U, U Th) N (V2 U {az}) = 0.
and let U; be an open set such that
Eﬁ (71U73U {al,ag}) ={@and U; U U, U Us; =E.

Now note that the closure of any nonempty open subset of M retains the proper-
ties of being meager and being everywhere big with respect to 7. So for each n, since
V, intersects M, we may find a set M,, C V, such that M, is a meager compact
set that is everywhere big with respect to /. For each n, the sets U = U,, V =V,
and M = M, now satisfy the hypothesis of Proposition 3.3, which we apply to get
a sequence (F7,), as described in that proposition.

It remains to construct the single set 7. Having obtained the sets U; and V;, now
fix open sets Wy, W,, W3, each containing a limit point, such that

W C U\ (UG U). W2 CUN\(ThUTUTV3). W3 C U\ (UzU U U TY).
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Note that we have ensured thatif {i. j .k} = {1 2.3}, the sets U;., V;, and W; are
pairwise disjoint and their union U; UV; U W, is disjoint from elther V; U W or
from V; U W;.

We now build ‘permission sets’ inside the sets W, thus. Inside each open set W,
we may find a sequence of nonempty open sets (P/), such that the sets P! are
pairwise disjoint, and for any j, it is possible to find an open superset of P_7 that is

disjoint from P7 for all i # j. (For example, we may take a convergent sequence of
distinct points in W, and put suitable open balls around the points to get the sets
P)

We now define . Forn = 1,2,3 and m € N, define

Bn = ]:;’711 N PI’:Z*'
Since ), is upward closed, so is B},. Also, recalling that 7, C V', and P, C W,

m-* m
we note that any set in B3}, must meet both V), and W,,. Now deﬁne

F=B.

which is still an upward closed set.
Claim: For any n < 3 and m € N, there exists an open set O C E such that

0#KO)NFCFLNPL"

Proof of claim: Fix n.m. Fix an open set P such that ) # P C PJ,. For the
appropriate distinct 7 and /. both different from n, U, UV, UW, does not intersect
W; U V;. Let O’ be an open superset of U, U V,, disjoint from W; U V; U W,,, and
let O = O’ U P. Note that O N W, = P and so O is disjoint from P” for k # m.

To see that this O is as required, first note that (9) holds for the sets U = U,
V =V, and F, = F", so there exists some F € K(0) N F". Fixing any point
x € P, the set F U {x} is now a member of K(0O) N B, so that K(O) N F # .

For the required set inclusion, we will actually show that

K(O)NnFCF.NP".

Suppose that there is some F € K(0) N F that is not in F” N P . This means
that the open set K(0) \ (F2 N'P") intersects F. This open set must then contain
aset F/ in B” for some n;,m; (since F = U ) Any set in B" meets V,,, and

my my
P} . However, since F' C O, the only p0531b111ty is that n; = n and m; = m; all
other possibilities have been excluded from O. This is a contradiction. So the claim
holds.

Now (10) is immediate: let K be a compact set not in /. Since [ is closed under
countable union, and the F; sets U, form a cover of E, we may simply assume that K
is contained in one of the sets U,,, say U,,. Take my such that 77* C K*. To establish
(10). use the claim above to find an open set O such that () # K(O)NF C Fjo € K*.

To see (11), let K € I. We show that K* is nowhere dense and hence meager in
F. Recalling the definition of F, let F € B, for some n, m, and let € > 0; we show
that there is a compact set in B, \ K* within € of F.

Since F € F}, and K* is meager in F,, there is some F’ in F, \ K* within e of

F.If F'N P}, # 0. we are done. If F' N P}, = (), the addition to F’ of a suitable

m
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point in P” \ K (using the fact that K is meager and F intersects P! ) gives a set
still within e of ' and in B/, and we are done.

Finally. we turn to (12). Let G € Gs(E) be a set that is everywhere big with
respect to /. Again, since the sets U, form a cover of E. by replacing G with a
suitable relatively open subset of itself, we may assume that G is contained in one
of the sets U,, say U,,. Now (since (7) holds with F,, = F» and U = U,,) there
exists mg such that G* is comeager in F,°. Take an open set O C E such that
0 # K(O)nF C Fjo NP~ The set G* is comeager in K(0) N F. To see this
precisely. let G be a G5 subset of K(E) such that G N F is dense in 7, and
contained in G*. Now consider the set G N }C(O) N F. and note that:

e itisa Gy subset of F;

e it is contained in G* as anything in K(O) N F is actually from T

e itisdensein K(O)NF. To see this, let I be an open set that intersects K(O)N.F.
Then

0 # UNKO)NF € UNK(O)NFpnPp”.

The rightmost set being an open subset of ]-',’}1%, it must contain a member of G,

which will automatically be in 4/ N K(0) N F.
This proves (12). =
It remains to prove the theorem for ideals that may contain nonmeager sets.

THEOREM 3.5. Let E be a compact Polish space and let I C K(E) be a G5 ideal
of compact sets., with property (x). Then there exists a compact set F C K(E) such
that any Gs subset G of E is covered by countably many sets in I if and only if G* is
meager in F.

Proor. Starting with the whole space £, we once again carry out the transfinite
procedure of Proposition 2.1 to obtain E as the disjoint union of two sets:

E=UUE'
where E’ is a closed subset of E that satisfies the condition that
VF € K(E').F € I = F is relatively meager in E’,

and U is an open set that may be written as
U=|JF.
n

where each F), is in /. This form of U together with the fact that I is closed under
countable union makes it immediate that X(U) C I. It is also immediate that any
compact subset K of E isin [ ifand only if K \ U isin I.

Now let I’ = I N K(E'). It is easily checked that I’ is a G5 ideal with property
(%), both when E and when E’ are considered as the underlying space. For a set
A CE’ let

A*={KeK(E): KNA+#0}
as usual and let
A" ={K e K(E"): KN A#0}.
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Since I’ contains only meager subsets of E’. the space E’ and the ideal I’ satisfy
the hypothesis of Theorem 3.4. So there exists a nonempty compact set F C K(E')
such that

V nonempty G € Gs(E’),
(G C U K, forsome K, € I') — (G*'meager in ]-'). (13)
neN

We remark that Theorem 3.4 has given us the upward closedness of F only as a
subset of KC(E’). In any case. we have

FCK(E") CK(E).

We now claim that:
V nonempty G € Gs(E).
(G ¢ |J Kn for some K, € 1) — (G* meager in ]-"). (14)
eN

So let G be a nonempty Gy subset of E. Suppose G* is meager in F. Since
(GNE"* C G*. we must have that (G N E’)*" is meager in F. So by (13),

GNE'C U K, forsome K, € I',
neN

and now
G=(GnEHYU(GnU) C |JK, U [JFn
neN neN
where each K, and each F, isin 1.
To prove the converse of (14). suppose that G C | J, K, forsome K, € I. For
each n, since K,, € I we have (K, N E’) € I’. Now,

¢'nrc )& nF)=J ((Kn mE’)*’mF).
neN neN
(The last equality comes from the fact that every set in F is wholly contained in
E’ already.) Now since (K, N E’)*’ is meager in F for every n, we have that G* is
meager in F. This concludes the proof. -
Theorems 3.4 and 3.5 together give Theorem 1.1.
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