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undermined the country’s capacity to facilitate the success of the revolution and
positively articulate this counter-modernity discourse.

Second, the Haitian Revolution is fundamentally a unique case. It was orches-
trated by the subaltern slaves. Other modern revolutions in different places were
instead realised by the conscious bourgeois fraction, which was the case of the
US and the French revolutions, and also various revolutions in Latin America. It
was the uniqueness of the Haitian Revolution—as a Black/former-slave
revolution — that fuelled a vast ‘scientific’ racist movement against Haiti to ensure
the failure of the revolution and the impossibility of its replication.

Nevertheless, a book like this that examines the Haitian Revolution through the
philosophical lenses of a counter-modernity discourse is particularly novel and
philosophically extraordinary. The book makes an excellent and unique
contribution to the literature on capitalism and slavery, modernity discourse and,
of course, the Haitian Revolution as counter-modernity.
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New World Postcolonial incorporates Garcilaso’s figure and works him into a new
arena of cultural debate (postcolonial studies). New World Postcolonial brings
Garcilasismo to the study of political thought, a trend that is well established in the
English-speaking academic world, but in which Garcilaso and his works are mostly
unknown. Following J. A. Mazzotti’s seminal studies, Fuerst assumes the existence
of an audience of Andean readers for the Royal Commentaries (1609) that would
be particularly touched by certain elements that carry Indigenous connotations
beyond the literal meaning of Garcilaso’s text. In that way, Fuerst’s study recognises
diverse associations between European concepts or images that recall an Indigenous
counterpart. These associations should be read through an Andean perspective, as
the project of Royal Commentaries, according to Fuerst, actually encloses two texts,
addressed to two opposing audiences (the European/Hispanic and the Andean).
Due to the novelty that Garcilaso’s figure and works represent in the field of
postcolonial studies, Fuerst’s first chapter is dedicated to the reconstruction of
the main episodes (both personal and political) of the Peruvian historian’s life
and their possible influence on the development of his intellectual interests, textual
practices and ideas. The second chapter explores that which the author terms
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‘mestizo rhetoric’, a dual reading approach that Garcilaso developed. While recall-
ing Cicero’s notable influence in the Renaissance, the author also understands the
use of rhetorical decorum in Garcilaso’s aims to reach Andean readers with prop-
erly Indigenous references. This chapter concludes with the analysis of the associ-
ation between the quipu and writing, as a strategy that Garcilaso exploited to
become a Mestizo writer of Peruvian history.

The third chapter of Fuerst’s book analyses the multiple layers of meaning for
‘Viracocha’, as used in the Royal Commentaries as well as in Andean culture.
The author identifies ambivalent meanings for the name “Viracocha’ in the text.
Interestingly, the analysis connects the term ‘Viracocha’ with ‘Pachacdmac’, another
name with opposite features in Andean culture. Along with these two words, the
chapter also explores the concept of pachacuti, ‘the world upside down’, a key con-
cept in the Andean world that, while a destructive force, also opens the opportunity
for rebirth and restoration. In fact, for Fuerst, the structure of the Royal
Commentaries would be the path of pachacuti, instead of the Western concept of
tragedy. This idea becomes useful in the fourth chapter, entitled ‘Auca’
(‘Traitor’), in which Fuerst discusses the complex character of Atahualpa, who
experiences a transition between the first part of the Royal Commentaries (as a
tyrant) and the second one (as a melancholic king victim of his captors). Fuerst
demonstrates that Atahualpa’s death reveals a pachacuti, a time of chaos that
might bring a promising future, or a utopia with Andean roots.

Fuerst dedicates the fifth chapter to Gonzalo Pizarro’s rebellion, an episode that
(following D. Brading and Mazzotti) could be seen as Garcilaso’s proposal for a har-
monious and intercultural government for Peru, with the alliance by marriage
between conquerors and native nobility, coexisting and ruling, with Mestizo descend-
ants. The proposal would be very risky if true. Fuerst explores possible connections
between the bellicose discourse of the Peruvian rebellion and some ideas from the
comunero revolt against Charles V. This interpretation sounds extreme, as the author
admits that it would have been imprudent for Garcilaso to make a comunero argu-
ment so transparent, due to the reputation of that revolt in his time. The many
aspects of Pizarro’s rebellion are as complex and as charismatic as the caudillo is
depicted by Garcilaso, and his actions are explicitly condemned by the historian.
Fuerst aims to identify the episode of Pizarro as another pachacuti, a defeated project
that would contain the political project to achieve social justice in a divided Peru.

The last chapter of the book deals with political thought, in this case not applied
to government but to education and social reform. In Jesuit Amautas’, Fuerst
explores the presence and programme of the Jesuit order in colonial Peru.
Although a sort of protégé of the Jesuits in Andalusia, Garcilaso includes subtle cri-
tiques of the evangelist plans developed by the order in his native land. Fuerst
reveals this perspective in the Royal Commentaries, analysing quotes as well as
omissions that Garcilaso made in his text when dealing with the Natural and
Moral History of the Indies (1590) by José de Acosta. Garcilaso would have devel-
oped a new association between the Andean and European worldviews, intertwin-
ing the role of the Jesuits with the figure of the past amautas, scholar-teachers of
the former Inca Empire. The purpose of Garcilaso exploiting this association
would, again, be to gain the empathy of the Andean reader for his political project
beyond the literal meaning of the text and its general appeal to a Hispanic audience.
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In summary, through Fuerst’s critical lens, the Royal Commentaries becomes a
political treatise within a historical account, a plan of government and reformation
that would have envisioned a new Peru. Fuerst is aware that this perspective is still
only a possibility without clearer evidence. As a result, the author often employs
expressions like ‘possibly’, ‘seem to be’, ‘indirectly’, ‘implicitly’, etc., as his argu-
ments rely strongly on intricate interpretations based on potential meanings or con-
notations from the Indigenous worldview that we must assume the Andean readers
not only would have detected, but also would have assimilated to create an alleged
critical message that may oppose what Garcilaso was literally stating elsewhere.
Besides this caveat regarding its methodology, Fuerst’s analysis is valuable and
innovative, for it explores a new set of concepts and allusions for Andean
readers, and revaluates and expands previously discussed ones.
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This powerfully and elegantly written book will spark debate and likely emulation -
mimesis, to use one of its author’s favourite terms. Taking Argentina, Chile and
Peru as her subjects, Nicola Miller explores the aspirations and initiatives of the
cultural founding fathers of Spanish American emancipation. ‘Republics of
Knowledge’ refers to the quest for Ilustracion, the institutions, epistemologies and
artefacts of civilised society: libraries, the press, vocational crafts, scholarship, peda-
gogies, literary and technical skills. While many of them sprang from the European
Enlightenment, they also extended into wider precincts to include Peruvian
Indigenous remnants and survivals from antiquity like rhetoric, the invention of
the Greek Sophists. As an exercise in the promulgation of national self-awareness,
Miller’s book recalls Madame de Staél’s Corinne (1807) and De I’Allemagne (1813),
classic dissections of Italian art and German Romanticism of the Napoleonic era.

Republics of Knowledge pays obeisance to Benedict Anderson’s Imagined
Communities (Verso, 1983). Miller hails doyens of the Latin American press like
El Mercurio in Chile, although her multifaceted concept of knowledge’ reveals a
far wider canvas than Anderson’s. She writes against the grain and with great
éclat, trumpeting the achievements of under-recognised figures during a period of
Latin American history too commonly dismissed as culturally flaccid. She proclaims
the imaginative vitality of her subjects, calling them ‘secular in orientation, scientific
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