
south and English-Iroquois relations in the north seem rather forced. While he briefly
acknowledges that “there were important differences” between the two, the differences greatly
outweighed the similarities (4). Because, when you get down to it, John Stuart was no
William Johnson and the relationships Johnson forged among the Iroquois and other Native
populations in the north allowed him to do things Stuart could only dream of. Also, Juricek
ends his book on a sour note, that “when the Creeks finally entered the [Revolutionary] war,
they were too late to change its course, though in plenty of time to share in the British defeat”
(236). Such a statement ignores the hotly contested politics that unfolded in Creek Country
from 1776-1779, which forced many Creek towns to choose sides. Contrary to what Juricek
observes, Creek communities like Cussita, Okfuskee, Tallassee, Yuchi and others aligned
themselves with the revolutionaries, which some scholars view as attempts to restore tripartite
diplomacy (playing American and British alliances off against one another) to Creek Country,
a cultural and political continuity rooted in the seventeenth-century past.

Despite such detractions, Juricek provides one of the most synthetic, masterful and
absorbing narratives of British-Creek relations during the eighteenth-century. For anyone who
wishes to study early America in the south, they must read this book. Otherwise, one cannot
fully understand how the history of the American south was embedded within the intersections
and negotiations between Creek and British worlds.

doi:10.1017/S0165115315000832 Bryan C. Rindfleisch, Marquette University

Sarah Crabtree. Holy Nation: The Transatlantic Quaker Ministry in an Age of Revolution.
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2015. 304 pp. ISBN: 9780226255767. $45.00.

In this well-crafted analysis of the transatlantic Quaker community, Sarah Crabtree argues that
the revolutionary spirit that swept both sides of the Atlantic in the late eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries fundamentally altered the Society of Friends’ worldview. Although
Quakers may have experienced harassment for their perceived separatist views prior to the
American or French Revolutions, they still enjoyed relative security as one of several diverse
religious and ethnic groups living within a larger empire. Yet, as a nationalist ethos
predominated in the decades following independence, Quakers experienced external and
internal strife as their religious ideology encouraged them to be “in a nation, but not of a
nation” (3). In response to this societal repositioning, Friends adopted nationalist language to
declare themselves a “holy” nation, one that surpassed geopolitical boundaries and state laws
and instead upheld divine laws. Holy Nation therefore investigates the complex relationship
between religion and nationalism, convincingly demonstrating that church authority did not
always support the nation-state.

To emphasize the shifting role of Quakers’ holy nation in transatlantic theology and
politics, Crabtree has divided the monograph into three chronological sections. The first part,
“Combat, 1754-89”, examines the period from the Seven Years’ War through the American
Revolution when individuals in the Americas and Europe experienced amarked change in their
relationships with their respective governments. No longer subjects, but instead citizens, the
Society of Friends needed to contend with their newfound affiliation to the state. To ease this
transition, Quakers at first drew connections between their own transatlantic community and
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Jews living in the diaspora but, after the American War of Independence, they instead looked
to the ancient Israelites for inspiration on becoming a modern nation of Zion, one which
transcended nationalist borders and instead embodied a contemporary chosen people. This
section also examines the “spiritual army” created by Quakers to fend off individuals or state
apparatuses that objected to their religious ideology (65). Despite Friends’ avowed pacifism,
Crabtree aptly titles the first section “combat”, illustrating the spiritual fighting Quakers
experienced with outsiders as well as with members of their own communities during this
turbulent period in Atlantic World history.

The second section, “Compromise, 1779-1809”, investigates Friends’ use of guarded or
Quaker-only education to transmit the ideals of their “holy nation” to a new generation.
Crabtree argues that the Society of Friends, in addition to defending their pacifist position and
their rejection of militia duty and imposed taxes used to fund military campaigns, also sought
to defend their youth from worldly influences. Borrowing from biblical imagery of a “walled
garden”, the Society viewed their schools as protected spaces that blocked outside cultural and
political ideas (98). In doing so, these “gardens” sought to foster a liberal education and a
passion for philanthropic endeavours. Quaker day schools and boarding schools had been
established in a variety of locations in the United States and Europe by the middle of the
nineteenth century, even catching the attention of Czar Alexander of Russia who requested
Friends’ assistance in overhauling the Russian education system.

“Concession, 1793-1826”, the third section of Holy Nation, examines the transatlantic
Quaker communities in the early nineteenth century as they transitioned from a time of war to a
relatively peaceful era. Decades of war, coupled with government suspicion of Quaker loyalties,
however, led the Society of Friends to adopt a more accommodating worldview. Crabtree
explains: “Friends had begun to see their existence as complementary to the apparatus of the
state—perhaps still not fully integrated into the world and its government—but at least as
integral to it” (134-135). Although the Society did not change its religious doctrine during the
nineteenth century, it recognized that its members would need to play a greater role in the
nations in which they lived, evidenced by their growing activist agenda conducted within rather
than outside of a nationalist, political framework. Quakers viewed philanthropy and social
reform as ways to replace the suspicion their neighbours and governments had levelled against
them in previous decades with more positive associations. Yet, Friends often relegated
themselves to behind-the-scenes roles in the charity work they took on, fearful that any negative
perceptions of them would spill over onto the causes they supported.

Simultaneously, however, French writers filled their pages with positive comments
about Quakers, lauding their humility, rationality and charitableness. To these philosophers,
Quakers appeared as ideal citizens but this utopian vision changed markedly with the onset of
the French Revolution. Crabtree contends that this reversal underscored the transatlantic
ideological shift from cosmopolitanism to nationalism during and after the age of revolution.
Perhaps the author’s most innovative chapter, Crabtree concerns herself with perceptions and
ideal-types represented by Quakers rather than with actual Friends. A welcome addendum to
this chapter would have been an analysis of Jews’ own perceptions of the Society of Friends,
given the connections the latter group had previously drawn with the transnational Jewish
community. Just as this chapter concerns itself with the French elite imagination, the larger
book focuses on the beliefs of 110 Quaker ministers through their sermons and correspondence
rather than including a sustained examination of the non-elites or less public figures within
the Society.
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Ultimately, Quakers’ own concessions led to the dissolution of their holy nation. Internal
divisions, sparked by the changing world around them, led several Friends to call for greater
standardization in discipline and practice. The Hicksite-Orthodox schism of 1827-28 fractured
the Society of Friends from within as members’ competing visions of withdrawal or partici-
pation in the larger society created a deep ideological rift, one that would last well into the
twentieth-century. Crabtree, diverging from past historians, contends that this split resulted
from the demands of nationalism rather than from an inevitable confrontation between religious
tradition and modernity.

Sarah Crabtree’sHoly Nationmakes an important contribution to the study of the Atlantic
World and transnational history by convincingly demonstrating how the growth of nationalism
dramatically impacted the Society of Friends in their disparate communities. The book’s
transatlantic approach is mirrored in the meticulous research conducted in the United States,
England and Ireland. Much more than a book about Quaker history, this monograph com-
pellingly connects the fields of religious history, political history and transnational history in
the age of revolution.

doi:10.1017/S0165115315000844 Amy Weiss, The City College of New York
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Sophus A. Reinert and Pernille Røge, eds. The Political Economy of Empire in the Early
Modern World. Basingstoke, UK: Palgrave, 2013. 256 pp. ISBN: 9780230230644. $85.00.

The aim of this edited volume is to show how economic policy was rooted in a trans-European
science and how the political economy responded to problems associated with empire. The
book has nine chapters that are predominantly written by younger scholars. The first section of
five chapters deals with the theoretical framework of political economy and covers different
parts of Europe: Jan Hartman and Arthur Weststeijn discuss De la Court’s Dutch ideas;
Pernille Røge’s chapter investigates the French physiocratic vision of empire; Thomas Hopkins
focuses on Adam Smith; and Gabriel Paquette writes about the influence of British ideas on
Iberian political economy. The fifth chapter in the first part, by Sophus Reinert, is a quanti-
tative study based on translations of economic writings in several European languages. This
chapter functions like bridge to the second section that deals with the practical aspects of
economic policy for empire: Giles Parkinson studies the role of the stock market in financing
imperial warfare; Claire Levenson describes the process of gift exchange between the British
and the Yamacraw Indians; James Lees discusses the fiscal-military politics of the English
East India Company; and Bertie Mandelblatt focusses on the French and the practice of
inter-colonial food provisioning. The main reason for the publication of the book is that, in the
words of Richard Drayton in the foreword, “no other study before this has so explicitly and
comparatively explored the interactions of the new political economy and Europe’s new
overseas interests” (viii-ix).

This edited volume is definitely comparative or, at least, the first part is. It could have drawn
more conclusions about the circulation of ideas and their reciprocal influence on the reality of
economic policy addressed in different chapters. The introduction is short (only six pages) and
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