
European colonial powers and later the United States attempted to eradicate or control this
terrible disease. Webb’s work examines the struggle over more than a century in a huge
territory inhabited by thousands of ethnic groups and more than fifty political entities.
His task is an arduous one because malaria is a complex disease resulting from the com-
bination of different factors: plasmodium species, Anopheles species, climate, water pat-
terns, vegetation, human behavior, and political economy.
The chapter about European vulnerability is extremely interesting. Webb discusses

the implementation of residential segregation in a failed effort to protect Europeans against
malaria. The analysis of asymptomatic carriers of parasites underscores beliefs relating to
African immunity despite medical publications denying this misconception. Colonization
favored the spread of different species of Anopheles into new areas, such as the introduc-
tion of Anopheles nili into Cameroon. The author discusses the choice of splenic testing to
estimate the rate of malaria rather than investigations by microscope, and shows the im-
portance of malaria control in urban colonial and mining cities.
Webb might have studied the problem of health policy priorities for European colonial

powers, African states, the World Health Organization, and non-profits such as the Bill
and Melinda Gates Foundation, in order to better explain the aborted campaign of eradi-
cation and the problems of insecticides and chemoprophylaxis. He does thoroughly ex-
plore the British and Belgian former colonies, but spends less time on francophone
Africa. Regarding the Kampala Conference, specialists in Africa refused to use the word
‘eradication’ because entomological knowledge about mosquitoes was lacking for huge ter-
ritories, especially rural regions.
Immunity to malaria is not like that against smallpox or yellow fever; it is a fragile or

‘temporal’ immunity. Webb stresses medical concerns regarding the danger of treating en-
tire populations with the potential risk of undermining acquired immunity. This book ana-
lyzes the problems of malarial drugs, as well as the fact that insecticides abandoned after
the eradication campaign of the s and the s are now used, despite of the dangers
posed to the environment. Malaria continues to present a serious challenge for biomedicine
in tropical Africa and throughout the world, even as contemporary efforts focus on finding
a vaccine.
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A DYNAMIC AND COMPLEX KUSH
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The ‘Double Kingdom’ established by Kushite rulers in Egypt during the eighth and sev-
enth centuries BCE has long generated interest, not least in challenging conventional
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perceptions of Pharaonic Egypt and its place in or out of Africa. Extending over more than
, km of the Nile valley, huge uncertainties remain concerning its origins as well as the
political and administrative structures around which it was constructed. With a still rela-
tively indistinct archaeological footprint, many basic aspects of its social and economic
character remain uncertain. Many historical narratives have, to date, also lacked adequate
integration of the ‘Egyptian’ and ‘Nubian’ facies of this remarkable political phenomenon,
while remaining dominated by a more Egyptological lens. Often such studies have been
overly introspective and have failed to address fundamental historical questions of interest
to wider audiences, including the readership of this journal.
Bringing to bear an impressive mastery of the sources and refreshingly open to anthropo-

logical and comparative approaches, Jeremy Pope’s study is welcome in providing a close
and careful analysis of varied sources, both historical and archaeological. Working to-
wards a more coherent history of the ‘Double Kingdom’, explicitly embracing the varied
and complex realities of its different regions from the central Sudan to Lower Egypt,
and with a primary focus on the region of Taharqo (if ranging much more widely), this
represents a considerable achievement. In each region, a range of key issues are raised, pri-
mary sources are interrogated, and some, often pervasive, misunderstandings challenged,
helpfully unpacking intellectual baggage accumulated over a century or more. Each com-
ponent provides new perspectives on some key feature of the ‘Double Kingdom’. With an
eye toward the future of the Kushite state, in Chapter Two the place of Meroë in
Twenty-Fifth Dynasty history is explored, whether as an ancestral seat or indeed annexed
at its inception. Pope concludes that the Kushite state may only have asserted its control
over this region late in the seventh century BCE. Allowing for more dynamic and complex
histories of territorial expansion and incorporation would certainly fit well with cultural
histories of this period and indeed the later Meroitic state, which was clearly deeply rooted
in these more southerly regions.
Chapter Three explores the core territory of the Twenty-Fifth Dynasty kings (the

Dongola-Napata Reach of the modern Sudan) – the burial place of their royal ancestors,
but also the home of a range of hereditary elites. As the same region had formed the
core of the Kerma ‘kingdom’ of the second millennium BCE, and once provided a signifi-
cant challenge to the Egyptian state, Pope’s discussion should dispel any lingering misap-
prehensions that Kushite kingship looked for Egyptian inspiration. That a more complex
understanding of its political organization, embedded in local idioms of power, must be
sought is also clear. A further, particularly valuable, contribution is the detailed presenta-
tion of what was once one of the longest Kushite royal inscriptions, the ‘Sanam Historical
Inscription’ of Taharqo, published in , but since largely overlooked. Notwithstanding
its fragmentary nature, it contains a wealth of new information amid its record of subject
peoples and temple offerings. Amongst the latter the prominence of what Pope identifies as
porridges/porridge-beers underscores yet another distinctively un-Egyptian form of Kushite
practice.
Turning towards the north and the route to Egypt through Middle and Lower Nubia

(between the First and Third Nile cataracts), Pope makes clear the paucity of evidence
for any significant Twenty-Fifth administrative presence. Potential administrative links
with Thebes are also shown to be illusory. That in fact Taharqo’s presence in this lengthy
stretch of the Nile is restricted to perhaps no more than four sites (Semna, Buhen, Qasr
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Ibrim, and Philae) is certainly consistent with the results of successive archaeological sur-
veys of Nubia; the archaeological evidence leaves little doubt of a very sparse regional
population in the Nubian corridor from the later second millennium BCE. A series of
three graffiti relating to a ‘cattle road’ dating to Taharqo’s th year shows that the arid
Nubian corridor was, by this time, a region to be traversed, rather than colonized and
administered.
The second part of the volume draws out the considerable diversity in Kushite accom-

modations with varied existing local elites in Egypt. In Upper Egypt intermarriage with
Theban elites seems to have been a key strategy. In Middle Egypt, Kushite royal monu-
ments are notably absent, despite royal pretensions amongst local rulers in Lower Egypt.
The final chapter explores some alternative perspectives on the political organization of
the ‘Double Kingdom’. Pope makes clear the inadequacy of Egyptological models of a
tightly centralized bureaucratic state for understanding the Kushite state. The potential
of loosely-framed, segmented state models – already suggested for the later Meroitic king-
dom – is further examined. Future work in this vein clearly has much potential now that so
much essential groundwork has been established in this impressive study. Its full and wide-
ranging bibliography and three indices also provide valuable support for readers negotiat-
ing a number of distinct bodies of scholarship. It is to be hoped that the high cost of this
volume will not overly restrict the readership of this major contribution to historical studies
of this important early African state.
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The Italian invasion of Ethiopia in , a defining moment in the history of the Horn of
Africa, triggered profound changes in social and political landscapes. It also generated a
wide-reaching and consequential diplomatic crisis, which exposed the League of
Nations’ equivocal resolve to enforce its constituting Articles and the fragility of inter-
national agreements of collective security. It is this international impact of Italian aggres-
sion in Ethiopia that G. Bruce Strang’s edited volume examines with unprecedented
comprehensiveness. This is a diplomatic history whose dominant focus lies not in
Ethiopia but in the contested arena of pre-war diplomatic relations, primarily among
Europe’s great powers.
The volume is clearly laid out, with chapters organized by country and contributors

offering appraisals of particular national responses to the crisis that sprang from the
war in Ethiopia. Chapters offer concise and useful overviews of respective historiographies.
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