
volume of production or the establishment of controlled designation of origins,
mechanisms of public intervention which has extended to the European Union
from France.

Finally, the book also enables us to understand how wine has contributed to con-
structing the French identity. The avant-garde position of this country in terms of
technology, production, and trade has been developed throughout its history and
is intertwined with certain decisive moments of this history.

Obviously, in a book of this kind, we can identify certain minor problems, aspects
that have been insufficiently addressed or small details, but this would draw attention
away from the great work undertaken, which undoubtedly is the summary text of
reference on French wine.

Vicente Pinilla
Universidad de Zaragoza, Spain

vpinilla@unizar.es
doi:10.1017/jwe.2019.44

CAROLINE GILBY, MW: The Wines of Bulgaria, Romania and Moldova. Infinite
Ideas Classic, Oxford, UK, 2018, 364 pp., ISBN 978-1906821883 (paperback), $39.95.

Most of us know very little, if anything, about Bulgarian, Romanian, or Moldovan
wines, and the average wine store in the United States. is unlikely to have an appre-
ciable inventory of these. I did a casual search for Bulgarian wines in www.wine-
searcher.com and in most instances have found either no stores in the United
States that carried the wine or at most one. The situation is similar for Romanian
or Moldavan wines and the average reader would encounter substantial difficulties
in building a representative cellar of these wines. Nevertheless, some of these
wines can be found in some western European countries.

In any event, this volume would be a most reasonable beginning for somebody
who would want to deepen his/her acquaintance with the wines of these three
Balkan states. The book is divided into three parts and each part follows the same
basic pattern: after a brief introduction we have chapters on history, followed by dis-
cussions of the modern era, the relationship of the European Union (EU), the prob-
able future, grape varieties the wine regions in the various countries, and profiles of
the most important producers. Most importantly perhaps, these substantive chapters
are followed by excellent summary statistics on wine production and related terms,
and an equally useful bibliography. The tables provide a complete listing of Protected
Designation of Origin (PDO) for Bulgaria as well as the acreage planted, the vine-
yards harvested by geographic region, and the acreage devoted to the several
major varieties. For Romania we get historical wine production trends and grape
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varieties planted, export and import statistics, and regional varietal distribution.
Similar statistics are provided for Moldova.

The cultivation of wine clearly has a long history in the region, and in Bulgaria, for
instance, there is reason to believe that wine was drunk in the 9th century: Khan
Krum is reported to have fashioned the skull of a defeated enemy into a wine cup.

There is clearly some similarity among these countries. Wine cultivation has a long
history in each and they were all subject to Ottoman rule after the 16th century,
which did not advance the cause of wine growing and drinking, as peasants were
forced to sell their land. They were all impacted by the arrival of phylloxera in the
later 19th century with which they all coped in the usual way, that is, grafting
vines onto American root stocks. A notable exception was Bessarabia, a region of
Moldova, where there were objections to the “Americanization” of wine growing
and where they tried to rely, largely unsuccessfully, on pesticides and fumigation
techniques. But this was clearly a period that encouraged research into the cultiva-
tion of wine. All three countries fell within the Soviet orbit after 1945 with
various forms of collectivization, and Bulgaria had established as many as 3,000 col-
lective farms. In Romania privately owned land was largely expropriated without
compensation and small landholders were permitted to retain 0.25 hectares. They
all took advantage of the liberalization that followed the break-up of the USSR
and ended up getting more or less technical and financial help from the West, par-
ticularly from the EU.

Local varieties (most of which I had never heard of) continue to be planted along-
side more familiar ones such as chardonnay, sauvignon blanc, pinot gris, and aligoté
among the whites and cabernet sauvignon, merlot, pinot noir, and cabernet franc
among the reds. The local varieties are likely to be unfamiliar to western drinkers
such as the red Bulgarian wines Mavrud or Gamza (known in Hungary as
Kadarka) or the white Dimiat known as Smeredevka in Serbia. One interesting
white grape is Raksiteli which is an important grape in the country of Georgia.
Romanian varieties include the white Fetească Albă and Frảncus ̧ă, while in
Moldova we find whites such as Alb de Onit ̧cani and Bastardo. It is a pity that we
are not given much information about the sensory impression that these and other
local grape varieties make. All three countries have introduced some classification
of wines by PDO or Protected Geographical Indication (PGI) which bodes well
for the future. However, the impression one gets is that none of the wines produced
in this region is particularly memorable, and while the book does a good job in
describing the climate and the varieties grown, there is relatively little conveyed
about the sensory characteristics of the wines and their quality. It is clear that in
some regions there is an excess of semi-sweet or sweet wine produced which may
suit the Russian taste, but much of the quality was initially at least quite poor, due
to inferior equipment left over from the Soviet period. The author remarks in the dis-
cussion of Moldovan wines that in 2006 she witnessed some of the worst wine
making she has ever seen. While Moldova, for example, does export wine to
Poland, China, Romania, Russia, Czech Republic, and Ukraine, some of its wines
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are just plain bad, dirty old, and green. On the basis of this book I am not eager to
invest a lot of time and effort to explore the wines of Bulgaria, Romania, and
Moldova.

Richard E. Quandt
Princeton University

requandt@gmail.com
doi:10.1017/jwe.2019.45

OLIVIERVAN BEEMEN: Heineken in Africa: A Multinational Unleashed. Hurst
and Company, London, UK, 2019, 256 pp., ISBN 978-1849049023 (hardcover),
$23.30.

According to the Encyclopedia Britannica, a “muckraker,” or purveyor of muckrak-
ing journalism (Muckraker, 2019), was a term used pejoratively by President
Theodore Roosevelt, but which generally had a positive connotation among the
public at large. The muckrakers were the journalists who, in the words of the
Encyclopedia, “provided detailed, accurate journalistic accounts of the political
and economic corruption and social hardships caused by the power of big business
in a rapidly industrializing United States.” The better known of these journalists
include legends such as Lincoln Steffens, Ida Tarbell, and Ray Stannard Baker—
Ida Tarbell’s writings are, for example, generally regarded as responsible for the
break-up of the Standard Oil trust. While the muckraker movement of that time
had largely disappeared between 1910 and 1912, the tradition of exposing the
power of large corporations has not. The best known of these, John Kenneth
Galbraith, for example, analyzed the uses and abuses of corporate power in a
number of books, including The New Industrial State (1967) and Economics and
the Public Purpose (1973), while Van Beemen himself cites more modern authors
who have analyzed corporates both in a positive light (e.g., Bais and Huijser,
2005) and with a focus on the actual or potential damage that they can do (e.g.,
Bakan, 2004). So what shade of muckraking is Heineken in Africa, given its highly
critical approach? Does it represent a fair picture of Heineken’s footprint in Africa?

Van Beemen’s book is divided into 15 chapters plus a Postscript and an Epilogue.
The Chapters alternate: eight chapters on individual country operations (Ethiopia,
Nigeria, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Burundi, Congo, Rwanda, and Mozambique)
and seven thematic chapters (the conquest of Africa, African beer wars, etc.)

Heineken itself does not think the book is very fair. In a communication with the
editor of this Journal, they say that “We have made it a priority to carefully consider
the content of this book, and we do not agree with many of the claims the author
makes.” While accepting that they make mistakes, they object to being typecast as
“… a company where misbehavior is systemic…” However, the reader (or at least
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