
necessary for future research to discuss each result in detail before either accepting
or dismissing it.

A serious drawback of this book is that previous scholarship is often cited only
eclectically. Readers unfamiliar with the field will get the impression that many of
the etymologies cited are the author’s own suggestions. Even if he had made the
effort to check them in his own Etymological Dictionary of the Hittite Inherited
Lexicon (Leiden and Boston: Brill, 2008) this will not be remedied, because that
book suffers from the same (already much criticized) deficiency. Why, for instance,
would Sidel’tsev’s well-known article on the spelling of the nominative plural in
-(e)-eš not be cited when treating the ending on pp. 79–89? (Andrej Sideltsev, “A
new morphonological rule for Middle Hittite?”, in A. Kassian and A. Sideltsev
(eds), Studia Linguarum 3. Moscow: Languages of Slavonic Culture, 2002,
pp. 21–80, https://www.academia.edu/10376111/). It is wholly inexplicable to the
present reviewer why the author, through a ubiquitous negligence of other scholars’
achievements, spoils his otherwise so well-deserved praise for a book that is full of
new information, that abounds in original ideas and that will function for decades as
a point of reference for all future work on the topic.

Elisabeth Rieken
Philipps-Universität Marburg

JANE A. HILL, PHILIP JONES and ANTONIO J. MORALES (eds):
Experiencing Power, Generating Authority: Cosmos, Politics, and the
Ideology of Kingship in Ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia.
(Penn Museum International Research Conferences 6.) xxx, 448 pp.
Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and
Anthropology, 2013. £45.50. ISBN 978 1 934536 64 3.
doi:10.1017/S0041977X15000841

The reviewed book approaches one of the central subjects in Assyriology and
Egyptology from an interesting perspective. Aware of the variety of aspects studied
by previous researchers, the editors explain in the introduction that exploring king-
ship in this book is not about synthetic studies replete with comparisons of major
manifestations of royal power in both cultures.

Instead, they allowed contributors to address any topic falling into three thematic
areas: cosmos (pp. 33–182), exploring the ruler’s relationship to the gods and his
maintenance of cosmic order; politics (pp. 185–328), revolving around the econom-
ic and administrative role of the crown; and landscape (pp. 331–423), meant to illu-
minate the interplay of the cosmic and political roles of kingship as shown in the
king’s manipulation of the physical space of his realm.

E.F. Morris (pp. 33–64) and L.D. Morenz (pp. 121–49) consider the visual repre-
sentations of kingship on ceremonial objects from Predynastic Egypt (the Narmer
Palette, the Scorpion macehead, ceremonial semiophores). Through a close reading
of the symbolic language of those artefacts, both scholars offer semiotic analyses of
messages which subsequently formed the mainstay of Egyptian royal ideology: the
king is not an ordinary human, he is chosen by the gods to achieve unity between
Upper and Lower Egypt, to bring abundance, to protect Egypt from enemies and to
extend her territory.
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Contributions by D. Charpin (pp. 65–96) and E. Frahm (pp. 97–120) elucidate
the relationship of the king and the sun-god in Mesopotamia. While Charpin focuses
on solar aspects of the Old Babylonian ruler as the ultimate judge and source of sta-
bility, Frahm shows how Neo-Assyrian royal rituals imitated the journey of the sun
during the day, and that of the planet Saturn at night, transposing the simultaneous
stability and volatility of kingship into the astral realm.

JoAnn Scurlock (pp. 151–82) attempts to trace the relationship of Mesopotamian
(deified) kings to the divine shepherd and legendary ruler Dumuzi. Her study is
written with wit but her argumentation is difficult to follow. Particularly her convic-
tion that Dumuzi as a “dying god” was not associated with agricultural fertility has
to be taken with caution. A shepherd not only herds and breeds his flocks but he
must also find food for them, which is why Dumuzi is associated with sprouting
plants. Conversely, if flocks are sated their dung makes the soil more fertile. In a
shepherd the symbolism of plant and animal fecundity is intertwined. Both in pas-
ture and in sheep-fold he daily observes constant growth and decay – a basic order
of things which every Mesopotamian king had to safeguard.

The section on the political aspects of kingship opens with a study by J.C.
Moreno García (pp. 185–217) on the relationship of 3rd millennium Egyptian
kings and local elites, and the interaction of the palace and provincial (religious)
institutions in building an efficient administration. His discussion of co-opting of
notables into the court or the creation of royal cult centres in the provinces shows
how pharaohs attempted to enforce their power on the local level during the Old
Kingdom.

There follows a paper on the Mesopotamian palatial economy by W. Sallaberger
(pp. 219–55). Using representative examples of archival texts, the author shows that
the administration of precious goods (e.g. silver, textiles, delicacies) was the exclu-
sive prerogative of the king in various periods and places. His findings call for a
re-evaluation of the traditional palace vs. temple perspective, which considers the
two institutions as economic players struggling for political power. Sallaberger
has demonstrated that while temples dominated the management of agriculture
(p. 247), “the palace goods could only be managed actively by the political ruler”
(p. 231), which imbued the king with political and symbolic power that the temples
could not possess.

M. Bárta (pp. 257–83) investigates the transition of Egyptian kingship during the
Old Kingdom from the “family-run autocratic rule” (p. 274) during Dynasty IV, to
the more socially stratified and hierarchically differentiated administration of the
subsequent two dynasties. He uses the evidence of royal funerary complexes, the
changes in their size and equipment, the development of non-royal tombs relative
to the changes of status and wealth of their owners, and textual evidence of admin-
istrative measures taken by the kings of Dynasties V and VI to reverse the concomi-
tant erosion of royal power.

B. Pongratz-Leisten considers the interdependency of the Neo-Assyrian intellec-
tual elite and the ruler in the formulation and promulgation of the image of the king.
Her clear and informative study of the role of scholars at Neo-Assyrian court is sup-
ported with an analysis of a prime scholarly product on behalf of the king – the
report of Sargon II on his eighth campaign against Urartu (pp. 285–309).

D.B. Dickson offers a reinterpretation of elite burials at the “royal cemetery” at
Early Dynastic Ur (pp. 311–28). He proposes the conflict theory as a conceptual
framework of his study, for “conflict theory begins with the presumption that pro-
found inequalitites in power exist” (p. 313) that foster competition over resources,
instigating the emergence of states. The author explains the “royal cemetery” as a
product of intense social conflict, a struggle for unity vis-à-vis grave inequity
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between the elite and the commoners. He supports his argument with similar evi-
dence from Early Dynastic burials at Abydos, concluding that “early state rulers
both in Mesopotamia and Egypt felt compelled to demonstrate their power through
the murder of their subjects” (p. 322). He makes a convincing case against the appli-
cation of integration theory to the “royal cemetery”, according to which “the people
sacrificed at Ur along with the dynasts went willingly to their deaths out of loyalty,
devotion, and faith in the dead monarchs . . . in order for the state to remain effective
as a mechanism of adaptation to the social and physical environment” (p. 324).

The last three papers are devoted to manifestations of kingship in landscape, or
drawing landscapes into images of kingship. M. Roaf offers an overview of the
building activities of Mesopotamian kings (pp. 331–59). A.B. Lloyd scrutinizes
five inscriptions about expeditions to a quarry in Egyptian Eastern Desert
(pp. 361–82). While he attempts to highlight the possible use of those texts as
royal propaganda, his paper appears to illuminate Egyptian religious perception of
non-urban areas in the first place. The relevance of his contribution for the under-
standing of Egyptian royal ideology could be articulated in more detail.

Finally, the contribution by M.-A. Ataç (pp. 383–423) explores visual represen-
tations of distant (and “fabulous”) lands in Assyrian palace reliefs and obelisks with
an excursus on the treatment of the same in Egyptian official art. Ataç argues that
depictions of foreign plants and animals “not only referred to the expanse of the
empire, but also constituted an indication that rule was now extended to the
edges of the oikoumene and even beyond” (p. 416). The paper thus uncovers an
interesting ideological tool of Assyrian rulers supporting their pretensions to univer-
sal rule.

Although not comparative stricto sensu, avoiding explicit discussion of some key
issues (e.g. royal deification), and making a somewhat disparate impression, this
book comprises a wealth of material and fresh interpretations, while it shows new
methodological avenues of research on ancient Mesopotamian and Egyptian
kingship.

Luděk Vacín
University of Hradec Králové

SAQER SALAH:
Die mittelassyrischen Personen- und Rationenlisten aus Tall Šēḫ Hạmad/
Dūr-Katlimmu.
(Berichte der Ausgrabung Tall Šēḫ Hạmad/Dūr-Katlimmu, Bd. 18 Texte
6.) lxxiv, 454 pp. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 2014. E118. ISBN 978 3
447 10243 8.
doi:10.1017/S0041977X15000610

The present volume completes the edition of Middle Assyrian documents from the
official archive of Dūr-Katlimmu (modern Tall Šēḫ Hạmad), a provincial capital on
the Lower Ḫabur river spanning a period of more than fifty years during the reigns
of Shalmaneser I (1263–1234 BC) and his son and successor Tukulti-Ninurta I
(1233–1197 BC). The publication consists of 81 lists concerning census data and
the distribution of rations to the personnel of the local palace.

The first chapter provides a deep insight into demography and social structure.
The total number of individuals amounts to 1,000 people bearing 750 different
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