SYMPOSIUM

Law and (Disciplinary)
Order: A Dialogue
about Louis Fisher,

Constitutionalism, and
Political Science

Editor’s Introduction

Bruce Peabody, Fairleigh Dickinson University, guest editor

or more than four decades, Louis Fisher has been

writing about, speaking to, and teaching scholars

and political practitioners. His intellectual range

has been remarkable (he moves easily from insti-

tutional research on all three federal branches to

historical studies to detailed legal analyses) and his scholarly
output intimidating.

As the pages of the following symposium make clear, how-

ever, one of the curious features of Fisher’s career (and, per-

haps, of our discipline) has been his greater influence outside
of rather than within political science. Although Fisher is
trained and conversant in the debates of our field, he writes
first to political leaders, their staff, policymakers, and the gen-
eral public—rather than to an academic audience.

The following collection of articles is designed to survey,
celebrate, and engage Fisher’s research and career, but also to
think through the implications (and sources) of this intellec-
tual legacy. This symposium represents an especially timely
opportunity for political science to reflect on Fisher’s body of
work since it comes on the heels of a 2011 APSA roundta-
ble probing many of the same issues (and featuring many of
the same scholars included herein), and his receiving of the
2012 Humphrey Award, “in recognition of notable public ser-
vice by an individual trained in political science.”
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SUNY Press, 2013) and “Rivals for Influence on
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