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when there has been long confinement to bed. (5) Social situations in which
actual illness or deformity is utilized for the purpose of gaining love or attention,
or of avoiding unpleasant situations. M. HAMBLIN SMITH.

Tactual Perception in Alcoholism. (Arch. of Neur. and Psychiat. , vol. x vviii,
July, 1932.) Bromberg, IV.

In a group of sixteen patients with alcoholic psychosis definite changes were
found in sensation. These changes are due to organic processes going on in
the peripheral or cerebral vestibular and tactual apparatus. The duration of
the after-effects was prolonged, and was probably related to the direct effect
of the alcoholic cerebral intoxication. One of the most marked observations
was the feeling of movement, especially of rapid movement, in the after-effects;
often there was a rapid diminution in the size of the objects seen and felt.
The patients often felt numerous drops or particles on the skin and thought

4 that they were somehow connected with water. All the movement tendencies

are to be considered as products of disintegration of tactual sensationâ€”this
is probably due to vestibular influences.

In a comparative group of ten schizophrenic patients the duration of the
tactual phenomenon was on the average slightly less than in normal subjects.

Schizophrenic hallucinations had a different mechanism from those of
alcoholism. Bevinger has found an analogy between the reactions of normal
exhausted persons and those with schizophrenia. Cross-points and angles in
geometric figures were noticeably present in the after-images in patients in
the schizophrenic group. Wavy lines were observed, extending into the air
or horizontally with the rising phase of the waved line corresponding to bars
crossed by the experimenter's finger. G. W. T. H. FLEMING.

A Clinical Study of Psychoses Associated with Various Types of Endocrinopathy.
(Amer. Journ. Psychiat., vol. xii, September, 1932.) Notkin, J.

Only 8 such cases were found in a hospital population of 6,ooo patients.
This infrequency seems to indicate that the relationship of endocrine dysfunction
to mental disorders has been much overrated. The great stress which was put
upon disturbances in the calcium and the lipin metabolism, and offered as an
@etio1ogical factor in mental disorders, does not seem to be justified; the devia
tions found in this study were minimal. No direct ietiological relationship
between endocrine dysfunction and psychosis was found, except in the cases
of three hebephrenics where a constitutional anomaly led to both physical
and mental aberrations. M. HAMBLIN SMITH.

Psychosis: Its Importance as a Presenting Symptom of Brain Tumour. (A mer.
Journ. Psychiat., vol. xii, September, 1932.) Adelsteit@, L. J., and
Carter, M. G.

Psychosis may be the first presenting symptom in brain tumour; and in
every case of psychosis the possibility of tumour should be ruled out by
neurological examination. Auditory hallucinations are of localizing value if
separate and distinctly apart from a psychosis. The most marked mental
changes were found in cases of tumours involving the frontal lobes and the
corpus callosum. M. HAMBLIN SMITH.
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