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Virchow-Robinspacesand thesub-arachnoidspacesarefoundfilled
withblood-pigment,which can be demonstratedinthespinalfluid.
In embolism and thrombosisof cerebralvesselsthe spinalfluid
alwaysgivesa negativebenzidinereaction;incerebralhemorrhage
thisreactionisalwayspositive.

The subarachnoid space is a receptacle for the waste products
discharged by the parenchyma of the brain and s@iinal cord. The
presenceor absenceof the Lange test,the positiveor negative
Wassermann, the presence or absence of the globulin and similar
reactions can be understood only on the assumption that the
cerebro-spinal fluid is a direct product of the nerve tissues
themselves. The cerebro-spinal fluid then originates in the central
nervoussystem,isdischargedvia the Virchow-Robinspacesinto
the subarachnoid spaces and the ventricles, and is absorbed in the
former by the arachnoid villi, in the latter by the choroid plexus.

G. W. T. H. FLEMING.

Reflexes of Different Order elicitable from the Abdominal Region.
(Arch. of Neur. and Psychiat., @7une,1925.) Monrad-Krohn,
G. H.

Krohn draws attention to the fact that every reflex contraction
of the abdominal wall must not be regarded as identical with the
normal cutaneous abdominal reflex. There is a periosteal reflex
ofthecostalmargin,elicitableby percussionofthecostalborder,
internal to the mammillary line. This reflex consists in the con
traction of the abdominal muscles with deviation of the umbilicus
towards the point of percussion. In a great majority of cases,
when the cutaneousabdominalreflexisabolishedin a pyramidal
lesion,the costalreflexisbriskand may even be exaggerated.
The abdominalreflexdescribedby Dejerineand Long ina caseof
completetransverselesionofthespinalcord,Krohn considersmight
have beena pathologicaltypeofabdominalreflex.
Krohn himselfdescribesa similarreflexin a caseof right

hemiplegiainwhich therewas a flexionofthehomolaterallimbs.
It appeared aftera longerinterval;the contralateralmuscles
occasionallycontractedmore forciblythanthehomolateralmuscles,
causingdeviationof theumbilicusand lineaalbatotheleft.The
stimulusrequiredto elicitthisbilateralreflexwas much stronger
than thatrequiredto elicitthe normal reflexfrom therightside.
The ticklingsensationthataccompaniedthenormalleftabdominal
reflex was absent. This reflex undoubtedly belongs to the order
of reflexes of spinal (mesencephalic) automatism. The pathological
reflex is rather a â€œ¿�retractionreflex,â€• the normal one is a â€œ¿�unilateral
deviation reflex.â€• G. W. T. H. FLEMING.

Behaviour of the Plantar Reflex in @acksonianEpilepsy. (Arch. of
Neur. and Psychiat., May, 1925.) Tournay, A.

Tournay,afterstudyingtwo casesof Jacksonianepilepsy,con
cludedthattheplantarreflexmay behaveinvariousways in the
course of Jacksonian epilepsy:
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