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Nigerian migrants in Ghana stand in contrast to the wealth accumulated by
Western colonisers across Africa. In the post-colonial era, political challenges
often exacerbated by climate change contribute to seasonal, low income migra-
tion between Ghana and Nigeria. Post-colonial low-skill, low-income migrants
face the same challenges faced by colonial era migrants: they are often under-
paid and abused by employers who prey on their desperate situations.

Second, Abutima’s chapter on the education performance of children left
behind is groundbreaking. The author finds that children of absent and yet
involved parents tend to do well in school. They also find that children left in
the care of supportive family tend to do well.

Tonah et al’s edited volume is an important contribution because it reveals
the challenges inherent to studying migration. Large quantitative studies tend
to miss intricate patterns that can only be revealed by deep ethnographic
work. However, our ability to generalise from case studies of one or two indivi-
duals is very limited. That said, the book provides scholars with important
jumping off points to explore the issues discussed here with bigger samples
and in more countries. The link between migration and development is not
fully explored in the book in part because of data challenges and also the meth-
odologies employed. The volume is a valuable read for those seeking to under-
stand the various ways in which migration is changing community and family
dynamics across the African continent.
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This well-crafted study of Ghanaian life under the rule of Kwame Nkrumah and
the Convention People’s Party (CPP) makes an important contribution to our
understanding of a critical period in Ghana’s and Africa’s history. Focusing on
what he calls the ‘lived experience of Nkrumahism’, Jeffrey Ahlman offers a
social and cultural reading of Ghana’s late-colonial and post-colonial eras, in
contrast to the mostly political and intellectual approaches of previous works.
His analysis rests on a thorough examination of the fragmentary surviving arch-
ival record, located both in Ghana and elsewhere, and on a revealing series of
44 oral interviews (of which go are cited in the bibliography) with Ghanaian
men and women who lived Nkrumahism in a variety of roles. Inspired by
similar social-historical approaches to the post-colonial history of Guinea and
Tanzania, Ahlman perhaps follows most closely in the footsteps of Fred
Cooper (2002), who noted the remarkable and often ignored achievements
of the newly independent African states during the first decade or so of
freedom. At the same time Ahlman shows the often contradictory and ambigu-
ous character of Ghana’s historical record.

The book’s introduction and first chapter set the ground for the chapters that
follow, beginning with a perhaps too brief analysis of the vision of Kwame
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Nkrumah and the CPP for a decolonised Gold Coast in the context of post-war
African and global alignments. A more in-depth account of Nkrumah’s personal
biography before his 1947 return to the colony might have helped clarify the
origins of that Nkrumahist vision. Chapter 2 narrates Nkrumah and the
CPP’s late-colonial efforts to effect ‘modernisation’ through planned develop-
ment, exemplified by the Tema harbour and resettlement scheme. Ahlman
shows that the project had the unintended consequence of eliciting local
(Ga) cultural discontent and political opposition. Much the same occurred in
Asante, which saw the emergence of a potent ethno-nationalist opposition
party, the National Liberation Movement, prior to independence. Yet the oppo-
nents of Nkrumahism adopted the tactics and at times even the vision of their
political nemesis.

Chapters g to 6 address the post-colonial period and constitute the heart of
the work. Ahlman offers compelling analyses of key institutions created to
implement Nkrumah’s vision: the Builders Brigade, the Young Pioneers, the
Bureau of African Affairs, and the Kwame Nkrumah Ideological Institute.
The author’s archival work and interviews with former members show that par-
ticipation profoundly shaped the outlook and lives of these and many other
young Ghanaian men and women. These institutions were intended to create
a new type of pan-African and national citizenry in line with evolving
Nkrumahist ideology. Like the modernisation projects, however, the institu-
tions’ activities aroused political opposition, as did the state’s response to the
massive, though failed 1961 labour strike; the CPP government attempted to
co-opt and neutralise the independent Trades Union Congress. Together
with several attempts on Nkrumah’s life, these developments led to the adop-
tion of repressive security measures, culminating in the declaration of a one-
party state. Thus, Nkrumahism, shaped by historically contingent events, was
not a static body of thought and actions. Ghanaian citizens found ways to
survive the increasingly oppressive state, while they were deeply changed by it.

Ahlman clearly succeeds in his goal of illuminating the ‘aspirations and ten-
sions involved in living with Nkrumahism’ and reconstructing a critical period
in Ghana’s history ‘without the weight of later decades’ (p. 209). One aspect
of Nkrumahist Ghana that would benefit from further analysis would be the
CPP itself, which hovers like a ghost throughout the study. Nevertheless, this
is an important intervention in the ongoing debates on the Nkrumah era, a
model of decolonisation scholarship and post-colonial African history.
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