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Where does this book fit in the massive body of Roosevelt historiography? It is
impossible to tell from reading TR’s Last War. Like most popular histories, it aims to
tell a “story”—a story chock-full of content—presented in narrative form. It eschews
any treatment of historiographical framework or methodological approach. Another
ingredient absent in this popular history is a rigorous analysis of the so-called big
ideas. The author never offers a comprehensive presentation of Roosevelt’s view of
America’s role in the world, never examines in any systematic fashion what the colonel
meant by “preparedness” (the U.S. Navy is barely mentioned; there is no index entry for
“1916 National Defense Act”). But as narrative history, TR’s Last War is a fascinating
read, generously mixing manly doses of war, death, politics, and personal ambition.

NOTES

1 George E. Mowry, Theodore Roosevelt and the Progressive Movement (Madison University of Wisconsin
Press, 1946), 313, quoted in Pietrusza, 165.

2 John Milton Cooper, Jr., The Warrior and the Priest: Theodore Roosevelt and Woodrow Wilson
(Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1983), 327.
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Andrew Huebner’s Love and Death in the Great War explores how ordinary Americans
constructed war service as a citizenship obligation tightly linked to family responsibility.
Specifically, Huebner argues the meaning of the war and “talk of ‘civilization,” ‘democ-
racy, or ‘nation’ often translated to the protection of women, family, and the rhythms
of daily life” (1). Huebner elaborately traces this theme, using personal records such as
letters and diaries and cultural sources such as propaganda, speeches, newspapers,
books, and films. Huebner captures the intersections of personal emotions, individual
war experiences, public discourse, national culture, and wartime policies and events
at the national and local levels to reveal how behavioral expectations created a politically
advantageous “white male monopoly” on chivalry and “martial honor,” which women
and African Americans challenged during their wartime service (2).

The literature on the Great War tends to compartmentalize the study of World War I
into categories like soldiers and the military, diplomats and politics, women and the
home front, African Americans and race relations, or immigrants and ethnic identity.
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Huebner’s ambitious and eloquent book synthesizes these topics to illuminate the per-
sonal and political intersections of wartime culture for Americans of diverse back-
grounds. Across a prologue, seven chapters, and an epilogue, Huebner shares the
lives and relationships of people who served during the Great War. Some of the
most memorable narratives include Eliga Dees, a career soldier with a seventh grade
education, and his wife, Mae, a young schoolteacher living in the Ozarks; Arthur
Huebner, a German American draftee from rural Wisconsin; Waring Huston, a
college-educated, homesick volunteer from an Alabama military family with both
Confederate and Revolutionary War heritage; Natalie Scott, an accomplished Red
Cross nurse; the African American soldiers of New York’s segregated 369th Infantry;
a decorated and celebrated combat soldier from Tennessee, Alvin York; and William
Buckner, an African American Kentuckian serving with the 313th Labor Battalion
who was accused of raping a French woman. Together their experiences “offer a
vivid picture of wartime society” (2).

Huebner develops these stories over small sections in each chapter. Though these
narratives compose the backbone of the book, Huebner also, between sections, estab-
lishes a broad national picture of wartime life and culture. While this writing style
may feel jumpy at first, readers will quickly come to appreciate Huebner’s stylistic bril-
liance as his organizational method enables them to fully trace the developing narrative
of each individual’s personal experience as he weaves the stories together to emphasize
their periodic and thematic connections.

Love and Death in the Great War spans the United States’ involvement in World
War I from 1917 through the aftermath of the war into the early 1920s. Huebner
does not include detailed discussion of the fighting in Europe until page 88. This
might seem late for a book on World War I, but it strengthens the reader’s understand-
ing of how the Great War intersects with U.S. military tradition, immigration, race rela-
tions, and gender. First, Huebner develops how the Great War builds on a distinctly
American wartime cultural heritage. Rather than tying American mobilization efforts
to the war in Europe alone, Huebner turns to legacies of the American Civil War
and Spanish-American War to explore how upholding traditions of family honor
inspired native-born white American men to fight. For those without military heritages
to inspire them, wartime culture paired men’s martial and domestic obligations to con-
struct military service as a duty that men performed to protect women. In turn, national
discourses encouraged American mothers to selflessly offer up their sons as soldiers no
matter the risk, while American soldiers expressed their belief that this sacrifice earned
them the affection, loyalty, and love of an American woman.

Huebner conveys that despite initial prejudices and challenges, World War I military
service worked to assimilate immigrants into American life. Racial discrimination, how-
ever, often prevented African American soldiers from enjoying the same entitlements as
white soldiers, and in a war fought for democracy, racial prejudice became glaringly
apparent. Huebner explores how African American soldiers challenged racial double
standards despite the merciless consequences they often faced for doing so. For
instance, wartime assaults on black women by whites often inspired violent retaliation
from black soldiers who believed fighting for democracy should start at home. While
African American soldiers crossed racial lines as they applied wartime ideals to their
own lives, communities often praised women who joined the war effort as nurses for
their patriotism, “civic virtue,” and “selflessness,” though many such women also chal-
lenged social expectations (77). Natalie Scott, for example, nursed soldiers in France, yet
during a bombing raid she risked her life to protect her patients and she physically
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rescued four male soldiers. With this action, she became the only American woman to
receive a Croix de Guerre with Bronze Star, which as Huebner explains, essentially
“flipped the chivalric narrative” (264-65).

Love and Death in the Great War shows how individuals from many walks of life
came together to fight a war motivated by a common set of ideals to risk their personal
safety and even their lives. While personal narratives drive this book, Huebner supports
these histories with statistical data, military records, and other sources that make clear
the quantifiable conclusions we may draw from his representative sample. This book is
a must-read for war and society scholars, and there is much of interest here for nonspe-
cialists. It is a hotbed of lecture material and will be an especially thought-provoking
addition for any graduate course. With Love and Death in the Great War, Huebner
has added the World War I perspective to the historical literature that highlights
how personal motivations inspired Americans to wage war.
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In California at War: The State and the People during World War I, Diane M. T. North
makes the basic point that California shared a similar but also a very different experi-
ence than other U.S. states in preparing to participate and fight in the Great War, as it
was known.

The war began in 1914, and North opens by tracing the paths of several Californians
who got into the fight well before the United States declared war on Germany in April
1917. A handful joined the British Army; the French Foreign Legion; or the American
Field Service, a non-governmental group that provided heroic ambulance services. After
American entry, North chronicles several Californians who served in the American
Expeditionary Force (AEF), such as 2d Lt. Patrick Regan, who won the Medal of
Honor by facing enemy fire and capturing thirty Austrian gunners and four machine
guns with his empty pistol. North laments reliance upon the letters and diaries of
white officers whose education and status favored the survival of their reminiscences,
but she manages to treat the role of California’s minorities well in other parts of the
book where attitudes regarding the state’s large ethnic populations explain much
about California’s World War I experience.

The draft included no 1st California Volunteer Infantry units, as there had been in
earlier wars. However, California supplied several National Guard units for the National
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