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extraordinary figures. Highlights include an account of Jose Marti's relationship with the 
cigar workers of Florida, his admiration of the lector and his use of the reader's platform 
to publicize his letter to the Key West workers, and a succinct biography of Luisa Capetillo, 
the radical Puerto Rican labor leader, writer and lectora who galvanized workers in Cuba, 
Florida, and New York and advanced the cause of anarchist trade unions. The chapter on 
Cuba from 1959 to 2005 chronicles the expansion of the cultural and social activities of 
the cigar workers since the establishment of the socialist state, not only through political 
mobilization but also through educational programs, games and sports, and the introduc­
tion of literary readings and workshops by established and emerging writers. 

The chapters on the Dominican Republic and Cuba include some extensive first-person 
accounts by cigar workers and readers, which complement the rich archival information 
against which they are set. There are touching anecdotes, such as the author's unexpected 
discovery of living informants when she first went to Cuba to carry out archival research 
and also her interview with a cigar maker in Palmar Abajo, Dominican Republic, who 
asked her to read Ruben Dario's poem "Marcha triunfal." After hearing her, he said he 
was inspired to resume reading aloud and also to set up a free school for the local chil­
dren, where he would begin with Jose Marti's La Edad de Oro. The adaptation of the 
project to include these first-person accounts also allows room for the author to emerge 
as an agent, as in her emotional recollection of Marti's letter to Maria Mantilla enjoining 
her to start a school for girls and suggesting a curriculum. 

Tinajero's research appears exhaustive, including familiarity with most if not all of the 
materials that were read out loud on the factory floor. Just as she did in her earlier mono­
graph on orientalism in the Modernista literary movement, in this book she constructs an 
impressive model of rigorous cultural history made accessible through its design and 
detail and through a passion for the subject that is contagious. 

Mount Allison University JUDITH A. WEISS 

Sackville, New Brunswick, Canada 

Beyond Brasilia: Contemporary Urbanism in Brazil. Edited by Vicente del Rio and 
William Siembieda. Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2009. Pp xxxii, 331. 
Illustrations. Maps. Bibliography. Index. $69.95 cloth. 

I welcome Beyond Brasilia as a book long overdue. For those who follow architecture and 
urbanism in Brazil, there is a consensus that too little was published between the 1960s 
and the 1990s. And although the last decade witnessed a renaissance in the scholarly lit­
erature on Brazilian architecture, the large majority has been about revisiting the out­
standing achievements of mid-century modernism. Meanwhile, discussions of urbanism 
and planning have been rare and dispersed in journal articles. 

This book has the merit of stitching together 12 articles that deliver a clear picture of what 
happened in Brazilian cities after the 1960s. The in-depth discussion of individual chapters 
is supported by a comprehensive introduction by Del Rio. Despite being a little too 
focused on the technocratic planning of the 1970s and a little too light on the changes in 
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urban laws after 1988 (which are very important), Del Rio's introduction is a resourceful 
text, one diat should be read by anybody attempting to understand Brazilian cities. 

For the sake of organization I will touch briefly on every chapter thereof, hoping to pres­
ent a useful guide for the readers. The first one, by Frederico Holanda, discusses Brasilia 
and, as hinted by the book title, aims at what happened after its inauguration in 1960. It 
is absolutely worth reading about the discrepancies between Lucio Costa's plan and the 
city inaugurated four years later. On the same note, Holanda measures the high level of 
spatial segregation and discusses how preservation exacerbates such exclusionary urban-
ism. The second chapter about the new city of Palmas in the northern state of Tocantins 
demonstrates the strong presence of modernism dogma as late as the 1980s. The devel­
opmental project keeps forging ahead, in this case building a new administrative city that 
continues the northwest expansion. 

The third chapter on Sao Paulo's verticalization, by Silvio Macedo, is one of the strongest 
in the book, empirically based and well framed theoretically. In the Americas, Sao Paulo 
makes for a dramatic example of verticalization and Macedo's analysis is an important 
contribution for understanding such phenomena. The next two chapters, on shopping 
centers and cultural corridors respectively, are somewhat antagonistic. Togedier they 
reveal a dilemma of contemporary Brazilian cities: to resist die abandonment of tradi­
tional areas or to embrace the pasteurized comfort of shopping malls. This paradox is not 
resolved by the editors eitlier since one chapter was placed under the section on mod­
ernism and the other under revitalization. In addition to Rio's cultural corridor, the sec­
tion about revitalization is completed with case studies about Pelourinho in Bahia, the 
riverfront in Belem and the redesign of brownfields in Porto Alegre. These were 
extremely different cities with similar strategies: commerce and tourism used as the magic 
wand to make the best of their existing built environment. In this case Brazil is not all 
that different from the rest of the world. 

The last section on social inclusion is where die specificity of the Brazilian experience can 
be read more strongly. On Curitiba, much has already been written and debated, but 
Clara Irazabal's contribution is strong in its discussion about die contemporary limita­
tions of the technocratic approach. Chapters 10 and 11 bring us back to Rio and Sao 
Paulo, discussing local identities in a poli-nucleated city. Last, but by no means least, is 
the chapter in which Favela Bairro, a pioneer program of slum upgrade, is discussed. 
Given the extent of similar projects being carried out in Brazil in the last five years, I anx­
iously wait more scholarship evaluating the upgrading of informal settlements to appear. 
Issues such as participatory budgeting should also receive more attention, for they are 
innovative practices of social inclusion that have blossomed in contemporary Brazil. It is, 
however, understandable that no single book can cover everything, especially one that 
appears after decades in which so little was written about Brazilian urbanism. The omis­
sions, I hope, will be soon covered by new scholarship that will surely rely on this book. 

The University of Texas, Austin 
Austin, Texas 

FERNANDO L U I Z LARA 
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